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TAR AWN E H, N ETA N Y A HU 


'REVIEW' BILATERAL TRAD} 

IORDAN-PNA TRADE, WATER AND AQABA- EILAT TIES TOP AGEKii 


JORDAN IAN- PA LEST INIAN 
TRADE, water, and cooperation 
between the cities of Aqaba and 
Eilat were the focus of a meet- 
ing between prime ministers 
Fayez Tarawneh and Benjamin 
Netanyahu, officials said yester- 
day. 

The Jorda nia ii- Israeli talks, 
attended by ministers from 
both sides, focused on remov- 
ing obstacles hindering the 
advancement of bilateral trade 
between the two countries as 
part of a "review" of bilateral 
ties. 

"Trade between Jordan and 
the PNA was given top priority 
on Israel's future agenda at the 
closed meeting today," said an 
Israeli diplomat on condition of 
anonymity. 

"Israel will now work to 
prove that it has nothing to do 
with this problem. It is the PNA 
that doesn't import enough 
from Jordan," said the diplo- 
mat. 

Jordan and the Palestinian 
National Authority have main- 
tained that Israeli procedures 
and measures at the borders 
hinder trade between the two 
sides. This will be one of the 
issues to be followed up on by 
Minister Mohammad Saleh 
Hourani when he visits the 
Palestinian territories and Israel 


by SIRENE SERHAN 

"soon." 

Up until the end of 
September 1998, Jordanian 
exports to the territories were a 
mere JOD 1 1.6 million, imports 
from the West Bank and Gaza 
totaled JOD 1 1.5 million. 

In addition, during the meet- 
ing attended by Meir Ben Meir, 
the Israeli official in charge of 
water under Israeli Foreign 
Minister Ariel Sharon who still 
holds the infrastructure portfo- 
lio, Jordan and Israel decided to 
send a joint letter inviting tile 
European Union (EU) to partici- 
pate in joint water projects. 
The EU has set aside $400 mil- 
lion for water projects in the 
region. 

The two sides also raised the 
level of participation in the 
Aqaba-Eilat Committee to the 
level of ministers in order to 
improve the productivity of the 
committee, said the diplomat. 

"The committee will be 
focusing on three main issues 
of cooperation between . the 
two cities. The first Is finding 
ways to increase tourism, then 
allowing Jordanians to work in 
Eilat and the Issue of the Aqaba 
Airport," said the diplomat. 

An official who didn't want to 
be named told the Arab Daily 
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ISRAEL ESCALATES 
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TENSION IN LEBANON 





yesterday that "the onus is on 
Israel regarding the airport, 
they have security concerns." 

The diplomat confirmed the 
statement saying that “the ball 


is in Israel’s court, but there has 
been an advancement on the 
Israeli side,” suggesting that 
the project may be on its way to 
Implementation soon. 


Also during the meeting, 
Jordan has agreed to consider 
“suggestions for 1-rce Wade 
Agreements (ITA) by Israel, 
which wants to see bilateral 


trade increased to a miidil; 
ger amount," said thedipb'- r | 
The Jorrianian-lsraeli fesj 
protocol will be up forr®'-‘. 
soon. 


ISRAEL VOWS TO ATTACK LEBANON 

BY AIR, SEA AND LAND 

4 ISRAELIS KILLED, ONE BRIGADIER-GENERAL 


BEIRUT (R) — Hizbollah guerrillas killed 
four Israelis on Sunday including an 
Israeli brigadier-general, the highest- 
ranking Israeli officer to die in combat in 
Lebanon in 17 years. 

Within hours of the death of Erez 
Gerstein in the coordinated explosion of 
two roadside bombs, Israel had begun air 
raids and vowed to attack Lebanon by air, 
sea and land In retaliation for the after- 
noon ambush inside its occupation zone, 

"This offensive action will continue 
also on the ground, from the air and the 
sea. The army will fight the Hizbollah...it 
has the capability," army chief 
Lieutenant-General Shaui Mofaz told n 
news conference in Tel Aviv. 

Gerstein, the Israeli army’s liaison offi- 
cer with the United Nations, was killed 
along with llan Roeli, 32, a reporter with 
state-n,in Israel Radio, and two other sol- 
diers. The victims were in a convoy, af 
cars. 

Israel delayed the announcement but a 
source with die Israeli-run South 


Lebanon Army (SLA) said earlier the 
ambush occurred in the village of 
Kawkaba. An SLA source said ail crossing 


points into the zone were dosed. 

Israeli warplanes struck back with live 
air attacks and several mock raids on sus- 
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Israelis from the Four Mothers group liloclc fhc street outside the Israeli 
defence! ministry in Tel Aviv, yesterday, demanding the withdrawal from south 
Lebanon. 


peeled Lebanese resistance targets in 
the Hekaa Valley, the Western Hokaa and 
south Lebanon areas. 

A Lebanese child was wounded by 
Israeli gunfire in Annum village on the 
edge of the occupied zone. 

Witnesses said Israeli planes fired 
rockets at an abandoned hutel used by 
Hizbollah inside Baalbek dly, near the 
Syrian border. 

Other air attacks hit In the south, 
north of the occupation zone set up by 
Israel in 1985 with the avowed dim of 
protecting northern Israel from guerrilla 
attacks. 

A security source said Israeli planes 
fired several missiles at suspected 
Hizbollah targets in the central sector 
and Iqlim al-Tbufah. 

Israeli aircraft also hit a suspected 
Palestinian guerrilla position just south of 
Beirut at Naameh, the nearest attack to 
the' Lebanese capital since last summer. 

( ' There were no immediate reports of 
■casualties In the attacks, which raised tq 
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Lebanon this year. ^ > 
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Agencies — While the United States and 
Russia called for restraint amid a simmer- 
ing border tension following a night of 
Israeli air raids, Israeli leaders said 
Monday reprisals would continue against 
guerrillas jn Lebanon. In Beirut a 
Hizbollah leader defiantly pledged more 
attacks oil Israeli soldiers, 
fire Israeli cabinet, discussing the esca- 
frtiitg tension, decided to continue (' 
Wading Lebanese resistance targets in 
Ubjnon but made no decision to engage 
■ * n * wide-ranging military operation, 
braefi radio said. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
»id Israel would attack Hizbollah "at the 
lime and in the way we see fit." The radio 
quoted a "senior official 11 as saying Israel 
weired “the right of freedom of action." 

Monday's emergency cabinet met after 
Hizbollah killed three Israeli soldiers, 
jwtodirg Brigadier-General Erez 
Lcntein, commander oF Israel's forces in 
, southern Lebanon, and an Israel Radio 
. reporter. 

The cabinet also heard assessments of 
i r strikes. Israel launched Sunday night 

TV*** tar « ets - More titan 20 

Hiz£ V re launched - Prompting a 
"Tjllah source to speak of “open war." 

"2, ^ defense ambulances 
Ti2w 0 ng the streets oft| re Iqlim Al 
r bantu. * IO r., ,n casc an Israeli bom- 
! whlle h °spitals at the edge of 
\ j^r zone stocked up. 

Aims tohf 1 ’ „ Defense M ‘ nister Moshe 
■IS ° d co1 f a «oes that the air strikes 
m retaliation for the firing of 

| 2^ 0 n°c et 5 lnt0 the Jewish State's 

SSli - * Hizbollal ’ nr- 

W by Internal 
h Kahalanl, called 

lsrael should hurt the 
|w!^ 1 ^ r ' ime ? t ’ °r pull out unilat- 
20ne in southern 
cannot oootin- . 
i iw'? qi]0ted him os saying. 

rejected the call for a 
! L n ?M h W| tiidrawal, calling It "a 
Ljj) e ' a ^ e to endanger 
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Israeli mothers call for withdrawal from Lebanon outside Netanyahu's 
home in occupied Jerusalem 


Israel’s northern towns and villages, ”*the 
radio said. 

Meanwhile, tension remained high in 
Israeli northern towns and villages, as res- 
idents feared Hizbollah would fire 
Katyusha rockets in retaliation for 
Sunday’s Israeli air and artillery strikes. 

In Beirut, Hizbollah vowed to continue 
guerrilla attacks against Israeli troops and 
its ally, the South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
inside the occupied border zone in south- 
ern Lebanon. 

“There are no obstacles that will pre- 
vent us from carrying out these opera* 
tlons under all circumstances because . 
they are our natural right, 1 ' said Hizbollah 
Deputy Secretary General Sheikh Natfejn 

Qassem. V'V'-’V 

Qassem, addressing reporters pt oiife ph 
the group's secret hideouts' in Bejnit’$: 
southern suburbs amid • heajjy /security! 
said recent Hizbollah’ attacks jUk) ‘killed 
seven Israeli soldiers; : •> 

He said (he attacks, vyhidt apart fi-prtr 
the klllihg of Brigacjler-GeneraJ ;Ge/stein. 


also killed the commander of an elite 
paratrooper unit last week, did not 
breach the April 1996 ceasefire accord. 

“We hove been abiding with the agree- 
ment, but If Israel carries out an invasion 
ora large-scale military operation, we will 
breach it,” Qassem said. - 
He added that there was "little proba- 
bility of a large-scale Israeli operation 
because It will be an expensive adventure 
— but we are prepared for the worst.” • 
He again denied .Israeli claims that 
Hizbollah fir^d Katyuhsa rockets Into, 
, northern Israel oypr the weekend, SHying: 
”Vk use the Katyusha rocket^ .only to 

i' - nafnllor* Pa* .. iRafll "aCtlOIV- 'agflinst . 


’ retaliate / for Israeli 
; Lebanese dvDiaiu.^ 1 ‘ 
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The powerful remote-controlled bomb 
which exploded and killed Brigadier 
General Gerstein before midday Sunday 
was an attack that is expected to height- 
en the growing calls in Israel for with- 
drawal. 

The Israeli army, on Sunday, ordered 
- tens of ' thousands of its citizens living 
/along the border to - spend, the night in 

‘sheiters*- ; i' . 

. lit the Israefi Jown of Kiryat Shmona, 

. ' several miles front border,. restaurants 

j closed, early arid the streets were desert- 

On the; other side of the , border, |h 
' Maijnyounv the Vri.ai.rt town in , the Israeli-. 
' occupfed zone, tiie streets were deserted 
.'and crossing, point?! between, the zone 
: : i'and,,the .rest: of : Lebanon!, werevdosc d . 
r Schools; in - govern fqent-rtrirt6l|ed yil- 
riages plbn^.the (Vpiib line-v^re .dosed,; 
too. 1 ri : 'Several ullages : in tjie Southern 
.Beiraa.Valfey, ;res)dents ; p^j»^d i; «h«;)ters 
],! andiqpY^d.into grourtd^pbt.^i^erices, • 
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$80M 

MAGNESIUM 
FACTORY 
TO OPERATE 
IN 2000 


AN AGREEMENT WAS signed 
yesterday between the Jonian 
Magnesium Company (JORMAGl 
and rhe C, mad inn company 
AGRA Mo lie ix n together with 
the Turkish company Attila 
Dogan to construct a magne- 
sium oxide factory devoted in 
export. 

JORMAG. with a capital ol'SMO 
million will bo located near the 
Arab Potash Company’s indus- 
trial complex beside the Dead 
Sea. 

"Magnesium production will 
start by the year 2000 with a 
capacity of 50.000 tons per year 
of high quality magnesium 
oxide in addition to 10,000 tons 
of magnesium hydroxide." Tilal 
Eneqat a director of JORMAG 
said. 

He added "all the production 
will be exported, to Europe 
mainly, and also to the far east. 
This project is considered to be 
the fust of its kind.” 

Partners include Saudi Prince 
Vtoleed Bin Tala), the Arab 
Potash Company, the Jordan 
Investment Bank, the Social 
Security .Corporation, the 
Industrial Development Bank, 
other local banits and Jordanian 
businessmen. 

Building this facility at the 
Dead Sea complex will help 
Jordan utilize Dead Sea minerals 
and. other natural resources 
available in commercial quanti- 
' ties. 

: This project is expected to 
: provide 200 jobs arid will sup- 
port the national ecopotny by 
■ bringing 111 hard currency to the 
.country., 
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KING RECEIVES 
TURKISH GENERAL 




AND ERITREAII 
MINISTER 
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His Ma|esty King Abdullah met Monday with the Turkish army's 
deputy chief of staff. Brigadier General Hilml Oskok. 

Ozkok handed the King n message from Turkish President Suleiman 
Demlrel regarding bilateral ties and the state of the Middle East 
Peace Process. 

General Oxkok also placed a wreath of flowers on the grave of the 
late King Hussein and read verses of the Holy Koran. 



$CC TO BUILD JOD 2.8M 
POSTAL EXCHANGE 
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His Majesty King Abdullah received Monday the Eritrean Minister « 
Tourlm, Ahmad Ha| All who conveyed to the King a message froi 
Eritrean President, Isayas Afewerkl. 

The message dealt with the current conflict taking place belweu 
Eritrea and Ethiopia and efforts to end the conflict and bring peace li 
the war torn country. 

The Minister later visited the tomb of His Majesty the lale Mq 
Hussein where he placed a wreath of flowers and recited verses of Ihi , 
Holy Koran. 


JORDAN REMEMBERS 
ARABIZATION OF THE ARMY 


Arab Daily . — Jordan Monday 
marked the 43rd anniversary of the 
Arabization of the Army, a landmark 
in the history of Jordan, when His 
Majesty the late King Hussein ended 
the Jordanian British Heaty and ter- 
minated the* service of the British 
Army commander Glubb, 

On tiiis occasion His Majesty King 
Abdullah received a number of 
telegrams from top government and 
military officials in which they 
expressed pride In the late King's his- 
toric move to Arabize the Jordanian 
armed forces. 1 . 

The King received telegrams from 
Prime Minister Fayez Thrawneh, 
Speakers of the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament, Zaid Rifai and 
Abdiil-Hadi Majali, Commander of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Abdul-Hafez 
ka’abneh. Director of the Public 
Security. Nasouh Muhiddin, and - 
Director of Civil Defence, Dhib 
Maaui, and other senior officials. 

In their telegrams Hie senders 
renewed their .allegiance to His- 
Majesty King Abdullah and pledged 
their loyally to the Kingdom under 
rite Hashemite leadership. 












Sanaa — His Majesty King Abdullah affirmed Jordan’s teennts 
lo further strengthen Joitlanian-Yemeni relations in various lid- 
in the service ,nul wellbeing of the two nations. 

The royal message was conveyed to the Yemeni President . 
Abdullah Saleh by Minister of Trade and Industry Moliaram 
Saleh Human! who headed a Jordanian delegation to Sanaa t 
trade talks with Yemeni officials. 

In his meeting with the Yemeii i President, Horani. discuss 
bilateral relations, areas of cooperation between the two fob 
ti les and developments on regional and international arenas. 

For his part. President Saleh expressed his country s m 
desire, to develop brotherly relations with Jordan and to aplf 
broader areas for cooperation. 

He asked lloiani lo convey his best greetings to His A 
King Abdjillnh and wished the Jordanian people further pro^w* 
and prosperity — Petra. 




Amman — Meetings of Arab Labour Ministers • 

begin next Saturday with the participation.’ of . 
Ministers, Arab League and representatives of 
tionai organizations involved In the; labor sector. , 

Arab Labor Organization (AL0| iD W^ : . G ^ : 10) 
Mnhmmud Rasoul said that tiie. conference) 
the organisation's recent report, oji.fv^i;^ 
organization’s role in light of challenge? . 

nomanon of globalization “-Petra.. ^ v-,.:y >* 1 
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' (jABID to enhance postal service in 
■'Ihe Khgdom, the Sadal Security 
QjpofjBxm will build a JOD 25 mil- 
ion international postal exdiange in 
Qwdsmeh, a senior official 
amounted Monday 
Toth local and International mail 
ufl post through this exchange." 
Sddman Hafeth, Minister of Post and 
Tyafflimunkations was quoted as 
^ by the official news agency, 
ran 

AcconUng to the minister, tlie 
Memadonal postal exchange stands 
lo sene the increasing volume of 
' post while upgrading methods of 
baling mail, as the cunent intema- 
dorel exchange is unable to bear the 
omit load. 

. h 1996, 58 million mail items 
& were handled by the Post Office, 
'■ whkh grew to 655 million in 1997 
and.67 milion in 1998. 

./ Hafeth said that the new exchange 
would slow oneday delays for 90 
I : percent of local mail distribution and 
that 85 percent of international mail 
would be posted by the second day 
atihemost 

Ihe minister added that Post 
: Office aims to enhance its services by 
inarashg the number of countries 
dutjmhn exchanges mail with by 
introducing modem sealing, packag- 
ing and stamping technologies. 

. Abo, more modem processes and 
computerization will be introduced 
to aid the Rost Office in tracking and 
b#ing about packages and their 
whereabouts, 

On the level of service, die Post 
Office rims to maximize its revenue 
ty reaching out and tailoring spedal 
for customers in bodi the 
private and public sector 
Hafeth believes that revenues from 
mail will Increase after the 
nw international postal exdiange 
raws in operation. 

** "w importantly. Hafeth said 
more post office boxes would be 
trade available to individuals, com pa - 



Last year, in what was apparently a 
move towards privatizing postal ser- 
vices, the Ministry of Post tendered a 
bid for comments from local 
investors on whether they would be 
interested in leasing out space at 
their premises to house post boxes. 

More than 150 investors showed 
their interest, die ministry's fonner 
secretary general, Muzahem 
Muheisen, was quoted as saying 
then. 

file privatization initiative came as 
a response to increasing demand on 
post office boxes, especially in die 
Wzst Amman area. 

Some post office box requests 
have been on die shelf for a few years 
at the least. 

Had tlie initiative been followed 
through, more postal boxes would 
have been made available for lease by 
shop owners to the general public 

Handling die mail itself would 
have been left: to die ministry as pro- 
vided for by the 1951 Postal Act. 

by AN ARAB DAILY REPORTER 
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Itnu^ me^on-, Monday with 
MpWqpaii^ Civil., ^cServifce 
Minister AzizAl-Husseih./ 

; Talks during . jtiie , ifiAjti^g 
covered -Jprdanlaii-Moroccnn 
brotherly, ties,- f means . of 
ejihanciiig^ cooperation • in 
adpiinfstjatix e,r - deyalPpirlent 
n(; . .-aruf > 

k - v . 


A xioUP OF British totirfats 
and toiirism operators arrived 
in Amm^n Monday' to view the 
Kingdom's^ touristic and 
archaeological sites. ' , 
•• The group Will spend ten 
days, in Jordan during, which 5 



FAMILY ROW DEVELOPS INTO 


f^VERAL people WERE 

one severely, in a fight 
developed into a shootout 
*7 northern town of Irbid 
a ^‘ Those involved were 

'Mill's of the family who 

ZJ, J t " Spute over celling 
“Bled Iraqi gasoline, police 

2?“ .ft, scene and eye 
^""o'tiThe Arab Daily. 
b[ £. d 'f ,te «» r te d ‘he night 
a®! e " 0ne * outh had an 
latent wl'h his unde over a 

ft*-- locations to 
according to police offl- 
«iBrding, omeofthe 

fences l„ Sal, five 

"tjaieters east of irbid. 

next da H near the Irbid 


SHOOTOUT IN IRBID 


Industrial City, the uncle's son, 
who collected a group of the 
same family, "attacked his 
cousin and another group from 
the same family, with metal 
pipes and crawbars. The situa- 
tion intensified when a member 
of one group started firing his 
Kalashnikov rifle In the air, then 
shooting one of the other 
group in the left thigh," Abdul- 
Rahim Yunos, an eye witness, 
said. 

■ He added that "one of the 
second group- started shooting 
back, Injuring one in the hand, 
who then took a. pipe and start: . 
,ed beating up the one shot In 
the thigh. The latter died PR 


the scene." It was unclear 
which group started the shoot- 
ing or to which group the per- 
son who was shot belonged. 

In the process a school 
minibus passing by was slightly 
damaged, with’ a. shattered 
windshield and '^twO " bullet 
holes. Khaled Jalladi-the driver, 
tojd The 'Arab Daily tjidi as he/, 
was. ’ driving . .towards the ; : 
IndusV 8 ! City, jiesaW tWbpeo-": 
pie- with < ; Kalashnikov guns 
shooting at eacii otheh ; : ■■ , 

//When 1 be^rd the reports l 
ducked -behind my steering 
wheeK One bullet shattered iny; 
'w^n'dshield and several others 
'bUazed right over my head." A 


parked car and two shops were 
also slightly damaged. 

According to eye witnesses at 
least two people were killed in 
the incident, but the report was 
not confirmed by the police. ’ ' 
Head of Irbid Police 
. Department Subhi Abbadi con- 
,- firmed:the circumstances of the 
■ Inddenti but denied anyone 
; was Jelled. He also declined , to ' 
j dls^ose ; any' of the suspects' 
and vlrtiriis t f names,saying that 
tfiose will be announce^ at the 
• tptjpfthe preliminary Intfesti- . 
,/gatibhs,' 1 


by SHADY: JANZEIR; 
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The Palestinian factor was allegedly the excuse for tiie Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon in 1978 and 1982and the Israeli occupation 
of the Lebanese South thereafter. Now it is the religious mantle of 
the national resistance and the Arab and Islamic support Tor its 
just cause through Syria and Eran. 

Long before the Lebanese national resistance developed into its 
present form of Hizbullah, Israel could have prevented such a 
development and, consequently, spared rhe people of Lebanon as 
well as its own citizens the tragic loss or life and property had Tel 
Aviv succumbed to the dictates of international law and civilized 
norms. 

The UN Security Council resolution 425 represents internation- 
al legitimate. In its implementation lies the solution for the Israeli 
dilemma in Lebanon, as well as Lebanon's. But the enforcement 
thereof, the end of bloodshed, the restoration of Lebanese sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity and the Israelis' safety and securi- 
ty, ail are captive of Israeli intransigence. 

Israeli ghetto mentality which dictates the policies of occupa- 
tion and territorial expansion ns the only guarantees for security 
and safety has proved itself wrong, outdated and disastrous to the 
Israelis themselves in the first place. This mentality is endanger- 
ing the peace process and prolonging its conclusion. 

It is inevitable the Israeli occupation forces will withdraw from 
Lebanon, but for that to happen sooner is much better - for all 
parties - than later. Tlie downgrading of the Israeli demands from 
a full peace treaty with Lebanon to security guarantees only high- 
lights the urgency of the Israeli critical situation on the battle- 
ground. 

The only way out in Lebanon for Israel is to comply by lire dic- 
tates of Security Council resolution No. 425. sooner the belter; 
she is not in a position politically or militarily, internally or exter- 
nally. to dictate her will, thanks to the sacrifices of the Lebanese 
freedom fighters. 
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4 LOCAL NEWS 






HOME 

WATCH 


The Arab Daily— A meeting organised by the National Center for 
Agricultural Research opened in Amman on Monday to discuss 
steps and procedures in preparation for the national livestock 
census scheduled for Thursday. 

Minister of Agriculture Mljliem Khreisha, In remarks to the 
meeting said "the loss to the agriculture sector is estimated at 
130-140 million JDs this year due to the drought that hit the 
country. 

The census aims at keeping a record of the number oflivestock 
in the kingdom for the purpose of compensating cattle owners in 
accordance with a government pian to help the agricultural sec- 
tor. 

A total of 12 million JD has been allocated to the agricultural 
sector free of interest, to help cattle owners deal with the effects 
of this year’s drought. 


The Arab Dally — A recruitment committee From the UAE 
Ministry of Education arrives in Amman on March 9th to select 
Jordanian teachers wishing to work in the UAE. 

Candidates will sit for an examination which will be corrected 
in the UAE, and will be followed by an Interview. 

Up to 20 teachers from different specialisations will be 
recruited. 


THE JORDAN UNIVERSITY of Science and Technology (JUST) will 
sign a co-operation agreement with the Alexandria University, 
whereby the two universities will exchange members of faculties! 
and students and organise joint conferences and seminars. 

The agreement was initiated by the Alexandria 
University as part of co-operation program with several Arab 
Universities — Petra. 




A JUBILEE SCHOOL student wins British Council Award Jubilee 
Sdiool student Marwa Nas’a won the English Language short 
story competition organised by the British Council with the par- 
ticipation of schools from around the kingdom. 

The story recounts a day In the life of a teacher whose country 
is at war. 

The British Council has awarded die winning student a two 
week holiday In Britain, during which she will attend English 
Language Classes at a specialised institute — Petra. 


The Arab Daily — The Amman Health Directorate is organising a 
series of lectures and training courses for the Ministry's doctors 
on Radiology and X-ray photographs, as part of the ministry's 
comprehensive program to keep doctors informed on the latest 
in medicine. 

The training course, which commences tommorrow, takes 
place at Al-Husseln Medical Center with the participation of 20 
physicians from the Amman Health Centers. 

The training course, one of several others to be organised in 
different parts of the kingdom, aims at upgrading the health ser- 
vice and performance of physicians around Jordan. 


SPECIAL SfODENTSTAi 
INTEGRAL PART OF TH 
EDUCATIONAL PROCES 


flE TBAB DAILY — MARCH 2, 1999 

Israelis, Palestinians discuss ways 

TO REDUCE MUTUAL 'INCITEMENT' 




S tudents with special 

needs are an integral part 
of the society and they 
should be part of the educa- 
tional and social process at an 
early age in order to be well 
prepared for their future roles 
in the society. 

Students with special needs 
are defined as those who devi- 
ate from the average in terms 
of their physical, sensory or 
mental abilities that demand 
changes in the practices and 
tasks offered at the school and 
the kindergarten. 

The Jordanian system of inte- 
gration, established in 1993, 
caters for the needs of a partic- 
ular group of students who 
have been labeled as handi- 
capped, disabled, deformed 
and those requiring special 
needs. This system has its indi- 
vidualized educational meth- 
ods and supervisory tech- 
niques. 

On the other hand, the law of 
the protection of the handi- 
capped No. 12 for the year 
1993, asserted the right of chil- 
dren with special needs to 
obtain educational services like 
any other normal children. 
Based on that, the ministry has 
since then adopted and imple- 
mented the policy of integrat- 
ing these children into public 
schools. 

The Director of Education at 
the Ministry of Education, 
Mahmoud Al Massed said "the 
ministry used to abide by a pol- 
icy depending on isolating stu- 
dents with special needs (hand- 
icapped]. " 

"However, since last year, the 
Ministry has realized that Inte- 
grating students with special 
needs with regular students in 
the same school brings more 
advantages to handicapped stu- 
dents in terms of psychology 
and education," he said. 

"The Ministry will implement 
two stages of integration; par- 
tial and total. The partial stage 
requires that handicapped stu- 
dents are isolated for a week or 
more In special classes within 
the same school where they 
receive extensive educational 
training in order to qualify to 
the second stage of integra- 
tion, that involves their full par- 
ticipation in regular school 
classes with the rest of the stu- 
dents. 

The general idea Is to keep 
handicapped students within 
the atmosphere of normal 
schools "but we have to take 
into consideration their hatidi- 
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group of Palestinians 
t and Israeli experts dis- 
cussed in Washington 
week steps to handle the 
jjoblems of incitement" in 
other’s media. 

Hje discussion came In the 
n;h meeting of the 
atera! Anti-Incitement 
mittee, which was estab- 
btd by the Wye River 
'rtiorandum last October to 
onitor cases of possible 
rftement to violence and ter- 
r in the Palestinian and Israeli 


from MUNIR NASSER cn £age the press, is to meet impose censorship on their 

Chief Correspondent and talk to each other and take press is a legitimate concern. 

In Washington . . ... 

■ ■ — ■ ■■ their own initiative, rather than “but our policy is to give the 

tive is the ‘difficult task of g iv j ng them i nslruct j ons on Palestinians an equal say on 

breaking down the barriers of w h a t to do in the context of this Committee. The outcome 
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said his Committee hopes ro 
initiate projects and encourage 


impose censorship on their 
press is a legitimate concern, 
“but our policy is to give the 
Palestinians an equal say on 


suggestions "that eventually Jerusalem, Israeli and 
help break down barriers and Palestinian journalists were 






A special student during a regular class. 
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caps and difficulties," Wassad 
added. 

"integration is providing 
chances for students with spe- 
cial needs to join the system of 
general education (normal 
schools). This ensures equality 
of opportunities in education 
where these students' needs 
are met within normal schools, 
according to educational meth- 
ods and curricula supervised by 
a specialized educational staff, 
in addition to the staff already 
available at the school. 

“The integration program is 
the most important and suit- 
able method to cater for as 
many students as possible 
whose social circumstances do 
not allow them to join special 
education schools, such as dis- 
tance, transportation and other 
economic aspects. 

"Teachers and school admin- 
istrators In Amman were sub- 
jected to theoretical and practi- 
cal programs to train them on 
handling students with special 
needs. There must also be a 
prior psychological preparation 
for both the normal and handi- 
capped students, before the 
outset of the integration 
process to ensure building a 
healthy relationship between 
them, based on acceptance and 
respect, Massed explained. 

Although Integration has 
proved to be a success, the 
Ministry of Education has pre- 
sented a study that lists certain 
drawbacks to the program. 

Integrating handicapped chil- 
dren in normal . schools may 
deprive them of the individual 

care provided by special educa- 


tion centers. Another drawback 
may be the failure of the school 
system to correctly implement 
the methods of integration 
resulting in further enhance- 
ment of the child’s negative 
psychology. 

Wajeeh Samara, the manager 
of Al-lmam Al-Shafe* school 
who has adopted tile integra- 
tion program at his school said 
the Ministry of Education held 
a training course for teachers, 
last year, whereby during the 
second semester of the year 
1998, a section called “the 
resources room" was estab- 
lished. There students with 
special needs receive basic edu- 
cation before they arc integrat- 
ed with the other classes. 

At the start of the integration 
process we Informed the par- 
ents of these special students 
of second, third and fourth 
grades of the ministry's new 
policy. 

At first, some pnrents reject- 
ed the idea thinking that the 
resource rooms are made for 
the mentally retarded, some 
even labeled them as “the crazy 
room.” He said however that 
after explaining to parents the 
philosophy behind the system 
they began to accept it more 
easily. 

The Integration program has 
found much success among par- 
ents but our most demanding 
problem is that many students 
from far areas who want to join 
our school are not able to do so 
when they discover that we do 
not own a bus to provide trans- 
portation and therefor they 
abandon the idea," ' 


Rashad Al Daood. the 
er of Al-Noor school in Mai 
for the blind said, 'in our sdw 
the blind student attends da 
es up to the sixth grade, iff 
which he or she Is transfend: 
normal schools to coiti-i 
their studies. 

Our school continues to k 
ply Its students with brail boo 
until they complete the n 
grade and then the books 
returned to the school. He 
supervision and follow up 
tinue on the students 
when they go to their ff 
schools. 

Daood Maalta. head of 
dal education, said "The aim; 
the ministry of education 
the year 2002 Is founding mJ 
resource rooms In all the n* 
schools In the Kingdom, 

Regarding private sdu» 
there are some with exist* 
centers and classes to rater 
students with special 
But, the philosophy 
them Is not based on httfi 
tlon but separate program 

..ia.Lt- ^ Jtn^le nritv. But* it 


A- State Department 
taman told the Arab Daily 
both sides will recommend 
their media to take steps to 
■dice Incitement, including 
n exchange of columns in 
other's newspapers and 
briefings for Israeli and 
jnlah Journalists." The 
sman said the parties will 
nake an effort to address spe- 
cific instances of incitement in 
each other's media. 

[ Dr Shibley Telhami, a mem- 
ber of the Committee on the 
|Araerican side, said those steps 
were announced not as 
Committee steps, but as steps 
ditt the leaders of the media 
<Wded to take on their own 
Initiative after been brought 
together ' by the Committee. 
He told the Arab Dally in an 
interview that the 
Committee's long term objec- 


qhange the images they hold of 
each other." 

Telhami, a profeesor at the 
Anwar Sadat Center for Peace 
and Development at the 
University of Maryland, said 1 
the American members of the| 
Committee are all non-officials! 
and don't represent tile U.S. 1 
government. 

“Our short term goal is to 
identify and deal with specific 
cases that are brought about by 
each side," he added. “We 
agreed that each side will bring 
their own examples of incite- 
ment and the other side will 
deal with them by forwarding 
them to the responsible parties 
to get a response. We haven't 
come up with a firm mecha- 
nism to deal with that yet." 

He said both sides have dif- 
ferent views of what is incite- 
ment, but there are some 
steps that officials can take and 
should to curb incitement. 
“The press plays an indepen- 
dent role and increasingly 
becoming non-governmental 
and therefore, the way to 


brought together “in what I 
thought was an excellent dis- 
cussion." He. added “those 



ss.” of our meetings is that there 
in the will be no imposition on any 
eting in side.. We could encourage oflfi- 
and cials to refrain from making 
:s were certain statements, but we 
what I can't curb the freedom of the 
lent dis- press or expression, and the 
I “those best way to deal with these 
out tlje. —issues in the lqrtg < ternl t i§ ) to 
V the increa^t^ft^nsitlvltyof each 
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suggesnwspfflTQ they were not 
Committee suggestions, such 
as having a Palestinian guest 
columnist writing in an Israeli 
newspaper, and vice versa, and 
having Palestinian interns 
working with an Israeli news- 
paper and have a better under- 


[BRIEF NEWS 


E gyptian daily: 
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CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian government daily Monday accused Israel? 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu of “blackmailing” Jordan to prevent 
it from forging closer ties with his Arab neighbors. “Netanyahu wants to 
blackmail King Abdullah at the start of his reign in older to nip In the bud 
of any possibility of rapprochement between Syria and Jordan,” Al Akhbar 
government newspaper said in a front-page editorial. 


CAIRO (AFP) — The authorities here Monday barred the leader of 
Australia's Muslim community from leaving Egypt as they investigated 
him for alleged antiquities smuggling, judicial officials said. The police 
were looking for Sheikh Tageddin Hamed, a 48-year-old Egyptian who has 
been on vacation in Egypt for a month, after he (ailed to appear in court 
to answer questions linked to the investigation. Sheikh Hamed, die mufti 
of Australia, allegedly paid £44,000 to buy antiquities from nine people 
who have been arrested on smuggling charges, the officials said, quoting 
the testimony of those arrested. The public prosecutor has forbidden him 
from leaving the country until the investigation is completed, the judicial 
officials said. The Australian consul in Cairo was not immediately available 

for comment. 


mber <ff catidbaJ peool/ and increase 
were not the sensitivities on both sides, 
is. such but this cannot happen with 
in guest government directives.” 
in Israeli The Palestinian members of 
;rsa, and the Committee are Marwan 
interns Kanafanl, Khaled Al-Qidreh. 
>li news- Musa Zakarneh. and Walid 
:r under- Awad. The Israeli side is head- 


standing about the areas of ed by Uri Dan of Maariv news- 
misconception. The paper. 


misconception. I he 

Committee found these sug- 
gestions helpful and offered to 
aid in implementing them.’ 1 
He said discussions are under- 
way with the Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz and the Palestinian 


paper. 

The American members of 
the Committee include, beside 
Talhomi, Mel Levine, former 
member of Congress, Mark 
Kroeker, a former UN commis- 
sioner in Bosnia, Bernard Kalb, 


newspaper Al-Qiids, among journalist and former State 
others, to exchange colum- Department spokesman, and 


nists. 

He said the Palestinian com- 
plaints about Israel trying to 


Father Theodore Hesburgh. 
President of Notrre Dame 
University. 


SHAATH: EUROPE IS READY 
TO RECOGHIZE INDEPENDEHT STATE 


within schools on(y. 8uLit 
be generalized. in ril s?* 
private and public at * W® 
stage. i 


mi 


■The Ministry jof^ 

pereelvesthepot« n ™^^ 
cess 1 in the toWWyL 


Wj^UAH (DPA) — Palestinian ognize an Independent 
- - Minister Nabil Shaath Palestinian state but Is calling 

i * at . Gurope ,ias for a f ew months’ delay. 

. «wsral Its readiness to rec- Shaath told Al Ayyam 
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administration. 






Palestinian dally, which . Is pub- 
lished in the West Bank city of 
Ramallah, that the Palestinian 
decision to declare the state on 
May 4 was still on. 

But “many of our friends, 
including Europe, which has 
expressed willingness to recog- 
nise the state when It is 
declared, has advised u$ to' 
postpone the declaration for a 
few months." 

He said Europe "wants us to 
take this guarantee and vye are 
seriously thinking of posting 
for a few months." ; ' 

■ He said discussions Were tak-' 
ing? place between the 
Palestinian National Authority 1 ' 
and Europe to raise Palestinian 
diplomatic representation r In:.' 
European countries Ss a ; fliriit' ; 
step toward® foil 'recognition of 


I- :' V ; 1 


an independent state. 

The Palestinians say they will 
declare the state on May 4, at 
the end of the five-year interim 
period of the ' Oslo agreement. 
Israel has threatened to annex 
most of the occupied 
Palestinian territories if. the 
Palestinians go ahead with the 
declaration. ! 

Shaath said' Palestinian; 
President Yasser Arafat will 
travel to. the US on March 23 to 
discuss this . Issue - with ' 
President Bill Clinton and he 
wil] travel in April to Flrahie arid ■; 
Spain for the Same purpose ; . 

He said tiib - pgieatin Whsl are ; 
willing to discus® jilj views by . 
the signatories to the ds|o I 
agreement and other .countries 
regarding^ postponing of the ; 
declaration. ,; 'i l .‘ ' /, 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi oil exports were at less dun half capacity 
Monday as engineers assessed US air strike damage to the control station 
of Iraq's pipeline to llirkey, an oil ministry official said. “We are still assess- 
ing jthe damage]." said Faleh Hassan Al Khayat, chief planning official at 
Iraq's oil ministry, confirming that the oil flow had halted. "Pumping will 
start again in a few days,” Thlal Ashur, head of tire Northern Oil Company, 
told AFP at the scene. But he said full repairs would take several weeks 
and cost £7 50 XJ00. 


beaaar by night 

CAIRO (AH 1 ) — An Egyptian sdiool supervisor who supplemented her 
meager state salary by begging at the capital's main railway station after 
work was Jailed for a week by a Cairo court Monday. Maryam Maurice, 57, 
told police she could earn as much as £ 1 50 in a few hours' begging at die 
station, the same amount die earned for a whole month’s work at a state 
school in the poor north Cairo district of Shubra. Maurice, amother of 
three, said she put on a long flowing black robe and dusty scarf after her 
regular job and told passers-by at the railway station that she needed 
money to get home to Upper Egypt. When police arrested her on Friday 
afternoon, they found S 1 50 in her pockets which she said she had earned 
in half a day's begging, an activity considered illegal in Egypt. She said she 
had saved enough money from begging to buy a flat in a worldng-dass 
district of the capital. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Representatives of 85 Arab unions and business orga- 
nizations called for Arab states to “immediately break" the UN embargo 
Imposed on Iraq, at the end of their meeting in Baghdad, In a final state- 
ment published Monday by Iraqi newspapers, the unionists condemned 
the position of Arab regimes "who provide a cover to the United States 
to continue their attacks against Iraq and maintain the embargo." The 
unionists also slammed "the American aggressions against Iraq," and sup- 
ported 'Its right to oppose the fio-fiy zones," In the north and south of 
Jfoq by US and British jets. Some 200 union and business representatives 
from Egypt, Sudan, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, 
Mrmen, the United Arab Emirates and the Palestinian territories attended 
foe two-day meeting. . 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — ! A Kuwaiti court has ordered a Saudi Arabian pop 
singer to pay some $5,000 to thd fondly of a Kuwaiti poet, 1 : missing since 
Iraq's invasion in 1990* for breach of copyright ort one ofhls poems. 
Celebrated singer Mbhamirjad Abdou Was in Kqyralt last itionth to per-! 
forth during the "HalaFebn4ary,99" shopping 'festival i , He turned a poem 
by Kuwaiti Faiq Abdul Jato),“i£stViriC'into a song. ' Abdul Jalil |s one of 
605prlsoners-of-WBT takeh from Kuwait and held In Iraq .since Baghdad's 
sev^morith occupation of the emirate, which ended jin T 991 when. Iraqi 
forces’ wereexpblled Ijy allj>-led oo^lltibn. , : \ ./ j . ^ 
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ALGIERS (DPA) — The Algerian government spoke out on 
Monday against international observers supervising the country's 
presidential elections on April 15. A foreign ministry spokesman 
denied reports in Algiers Monday that said Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Attaf had established some contacts on an international 
level. Algiers rejected supervision demands which came from var- 
ious parties and independent candidates. 


MUSCAT (AFPJ — Oman is studying proposals from foreign 
companies to manage its international airport which is in the 
process of being privatized, the communications minister said 
Monday. Salem B.en Abdullah Al Ghazali, quoted by the official 
news agency ONA, did nor Identify the rival firms but said any for- 
eign management of Muscat airport would have to involve Omani 
partners. Oman allows up to 49 percent foreign ownership of 
companies quoted on its stock market. 


ADEN, Yemen (AFP) — Six Yemenis were jailed for up to four 
years on Monday after being found guilty of a series of bomb 
attacks in the southern port city of Aden. An Aden court impris- 
oned Abdul Salam Abu Degn for four years, while Nizar Gabri was 
given three years in jail and four other suspects were sentenced 
to two-and-a-half years each. They were convicted of a series of 
bombings and arson attacks on Oct. 27, 1997, allegedly carried 
out at the orders of the southern Yemeni opposition in exile to try 
to destabilize the government. The death sentence has yet to be 
carried out. 


DAMASCUS (AFPJ — A string of recent Israeli setbacks in 
Lebanon is undermining beleaguered right-wing Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's chances of reelection in May. the Syrian 
press said Monday. The loss of a brigadier-gene rat and an elite 
paratroop commander in a pair of attacks just days apart at the 
hands of the Lebanese militant group Hizbollah exposed the hol- 
lowness of Netanyahu's tough rhetoric, official press commen- 
taries said. "It is dear that the security daims made by the Tel 
Aviv leadership have been shattered one after the other" said the 
government daily .Ttshrln. “These setbacks are damaging 
Netanyahu’s reelection campaign as Israelis question his promis- 
es of security,” the paper said. The Syrian press warned the Israeli 
leaqer against adopting a policy of reprisals against Lebanon say- 
ing it would only lead to wider escalation. “The choice is up to 
the [Israeli! occupier - either he can withdraw or he can sink into 
the quicksand of Lebanon,'' said the ruling parly newspaper Al 
Baatn. 



I NABLUS (AP) —■ Several dozen supporters of the Islamic group 
Hamas have ended a 36-day last aimed at winning their release 
from a Palestinian jail, their spokesman said Monday. For 18 days, 
the 48 detainees atjneid Prison in the West Bank tovyn of Nablus 
drank only water, but then began consuming a little-bit of mildly 
avoid endangering their health. The decision to end the fast came 
after the detainees reached an understanding with the Palestinian 
National Authority that their cases would be reviewed, said the 
inmates' spokesman, Sheikh Jamal Mansour. Col. Mohammad 
Jabareen, head of the Juneid prison, said the review of some of 
the fifes had already begun, The 48 are among about 400 
detainees in Palestinian jails who are being held without charaes 
or trial, according to Palestinian human righ ts groups. 


The recluse of Damascus starred in 
Amman because a dynasty hangs on the 
state of his health. 

Syrian President Hafez Al Assad had 
become the Mideast's invisible man. After 
being assiduously courted by former US 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher dur- 
ing Bill Clinton's first term, he had been all 
but ignored by Christopher's successor, 
Madeleine Albright. 

Among Arab leaders, the spotlight was 
on Iraqi President Saddam Hussein and 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat. That 
made for high drama Feb. 8. when Assad, 
who rarely leaves his palace on a hill over- 
looking Damascus, 
turned up in Amman 
for the funeral of a 
longtime rival, King 
Hussein. One of the * 
last to arrive, lie 
upstaged even 

President Clinton. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin. 

The'heads of states' heads were spinning 
because, quite simply, Assad's health mat- 
ters more now than his famously inflexible 
negotiating positions. And if to some of the 
dignitaries he seemed remarkably robust, it 
may be because so much has been made of 
his health problems - chronic diabetes and 
a near-fatal heart attack in 1983. Still, Assad 
may not live long enough to complete 
another seven-year term as president that 
starts later this month. 

Like the late King Hussein, he may find 
himself racing to consolidate the position 
of Ills chosen successor, an untested son 
whose potential rivals abound. “There is a 
time window, and we don't know when it 
doses," says one Western ambassador in 
Damascus. “But it's not very long hence." 

An accident threw off Assad’s planning. 
His favorite son, Basil, died In his Mercedes 
sedan in 1994 on Damascus' airport free- 
way. Assad then settled on another son, 
Bashar, an opthamologist then studying in 
Britain who quickly hastened home. Posters 
of the three Assads together began appear- 
ing in the capital and were instantly 
dubbed the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost. 

Now 34, Bashar is a low-key bachelor 
who is more at home surfing the Internet 
on his personal computer than hobnobbing 
with the apparatchiks of the ruling Arab 
Socialist Baath Party. “He's a very modest 


person," says Waddah Abd Rabbo, a friend 
or Bashar who publishes the Paris-based 
Ambit-language magazine Al Sliahr. “He’s 
not the kind of guy who likes to see his pic- 
ture all over Syria." 

Bashar s rise has been indecorously 
quick. Last year he was put in charge of 
relations with Lebanon, where Syria main- 
tains 30,000 troops and exercises veto 
power over all major government deci- 
sions. He was promoted to colonel in 
January; last week lie paid a courtesy call in 
Jordan’s young King Abdullah at the royal 
palace in Amman. Bashar told a Beirut 
newspaper that he was not seeking a mnjor 
Baacli Party post bur 
was “ready" to serve if 
called upon by its lead- 
ership. 

Skeptics question 
whether the presi- 
dent’s longtime allies 
in the party and the armed forces are pre- 
pared to step aside for a thirty something 
novice. "They see Bashar as being unquali- 
fied for such a job," says one. "And in a 
socialist republic this family-affair business 
does not go down well." 

Bashar also confronts a gathering sense 
of frustration and decline. Syria’s statist 
economy shrank by more than 4 percent in 
1997, and most wage earners must scrape 
by on salaries of less than SIO0 a month. 
Even Assad's reputation for m lining a bru- 
tally efficient police state has suffered. In 
December, a mob sacked the American 
ambassador’s residence (last week Syria 
paid an undisclosed sum to Washington in 
compensation). 

A diplomatic victory that could restore 
Assad’s luster - regaining the Golan 
Heights, lost to Israel in 1967 - seems to 
have slipped away. Negotiations witli Israel 
ended three years ago when then Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres abruptly pulled out 
of US-brokered talks a few months ahead of 
elections he lost. When Netanyahu came to 
power, Assad said he wouldn't resume talks 
unless Netanyahu honored an alleged com- 
mitment by Peres to give back all of the 
Golan Heights as part of any final peace 
accord. “There is nothing to indicate tiiat 
Netanyahu is serious about wanting to have 
peace between Israel and Syria,” says 
Syrian foreign policy specialist Murhaf 
Joucjati. 

No one yet is prepared to say that liarez 
Al Assad is losing Ids grip. Hut so far an 
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" ISRAEL, HIZBULLAH IN TENSE ~ 
WAITING GAME; CIVILIANS TAKE COVER 


'.fell 
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Hafez Assad 



KJKVATSHMONA, Israel (AP) — 
faring a second round oF fight- 
ing between Israel and 
Lebanese guerrillas, tens of 
thousands or civilians took 
cover along both sides of the 
bonier Monday. 

in northern Israel, residents 
rspentthe night in underground 
bomb shelters, while in south- 
ern Lebanon, schools were 
.dosed and streets deserted. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu said Israel would 
attack positions of the Shiite 
r Musllni guerrilla group 
Hfzbollah *at the time and in 
•the way we see fit," but was 
evasive when asked whether 
Israeli air strikes would contin- 
ue In the next few days. 

“We will know how to contin- 
ue to conduct this war," he said. 

In a sign of a possible military 
buildup, a convoy of tanks and 
armored personnel carriers 
rolled through the Israeli bor- 
der town of Kiryat Shmona en 
mute to southern Lebanon. 

However, Israeli sources hint- 
ed that Israel would not esca- 
late its bombing campaign 
unless Hizbollah rocketed 
northern Israel. 

US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright called for 
restraint after Israel launched 
four airstrikes against Hizbollah 
on Sunday in response to 


attacks that killed an Israeli 
general, five soldiers and an 
Israel Radio reporter in the past 
week. 

The border flareup renewed 
the anguished debate in Israel 
over how to end the 17-year 
occupation of southern 
Lebanon, where Hizbollah has 
led a guerrilla war to eject 
Israeli troops. 

Netanyahu has said he will 
only pull out troops if the 
Lebanese government disarms 
Hizbollah and deploys irs sol- 
diers along the border, some- 
thing Lebanon has refused ro 
guarantee. 

Facing May 17 elections, 
Netanyahu is caught in a treach- 
erous situation, wanting to 
show strength in the battle with 
guerrillas but wary of heating 
up a conflict that becomes 
more unpopular with every 
Israeli casualty. 

Lebanese officials tried to 
gauge the damage from 
Sunday's Israeli airstrikes which 
were among the most intensive 
since April 1996, when Israel 
attacked its northern neighbor 
for two weeks in rhe so-called 
Grapes of Wrath operation. 

The latest escalation was 
sparked by a Hizbollah attack 
on Sunday in which an Israeli 
general, two soldiers and a 
journalist were killed by a road- 


Bashar Assad 


Assad dynasty seems far from a sure bet-Af 
open power struggle in Damascus could 
easily turn violent and push back d« 
chances for a peace deal between Israel and 
the last rejectionlsts among its neighbors 
Little wonder that Assad drew stares ir 
Amman. 


By Joseph Contnw 


TWELVE CANDIDATES HOPEFUL 
RUNNING FOR ALGERIAN PRESIDENCY 


Tiie enndidate most likely to win Islamic 
votes will be Ahmad Thleb, a Former GOT 
minister. • 

The election will he Algeria s second®*- 
ciparty presidential vote. The election 
palgn officially beglns.Margh 23. ^ 

Mohammad Bedjaopl, former p 
of the internatipnal Court 
in Algiers Sunday to overt?*' thefroc* 
.More chan 75,000 people 'W**" 

killed in violence since .1992 in^anj ^ 

gency triggered by the anWj 
cancel legislatlveelections and abwt* 
ly victory by. the Islamic Salvation 

. Asaslgnofthehopes ridlng^^ 

Identlal- yote, 
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ALGIERS (AP) — TWelve candidates have 
met initial requirements to ran in Algeria's 
presidential elections, which look certain 
to give the counrry its first civilian leader 
since 1965. ( 

Forty-eight people applied to run in die 
April 15 ballot. But only 12 had the neces- 
sary 75,000 signatures from half the coun- 
try’s region?, or the backing of 600 elected 
dffidals, authorities said Monday. 

The deadline for submitting applications 
was midnight Sunday: 

The Constitutional Council now has two 
weeks to validate each candidacy. 

President Liamine Zeroual. a retired gen- 
eral, is stepping down 18 months before 
his term ends. He says early elections will 
bolster democracy in Algeria which is bat- 


tling a 7-yenr-old Islamic Insurgency. 

Abdul Aziz Bouteflika, who served as for- 
eign minister in the 1970s, is considered a 
favorite to win the ballot. But many 
observers fear his alleged links to the army. 

Since Algerian Independence from 
France in 1962, the military has been the 
real source or power, in this North African 
nation. 

From 1992-95, the military directly ruled 
the country as it veered into near chaos at 
the height of the insurgency. 

Among the other candidates is a former 
prime minister, Mouloud Hamrouche. In an 
interview published Monday by . French 
daily Le Monde, he said there was a need to 
restore civil, liberties in Algeria and estab- 
lish an independent justice systerq. .. 


ASSAD AND LAHOUD 
DISCUSS ISRAEL- 
LEBANON TENSION 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian President Hafez Al Assad phoned 
Lebanese head of state Emile Lahoud on Monday to discuss ten- 
sion in south Lebanon, a spokesman for Assad said. 

The spokesman said the two presidents “exchanged views on 
jne recent developments in the region and the situation in south 
in light of the Israeli aggressions and threats." 

•h gave no further details of the conversation. 

On Sunday, a deadly roadside bomb attack by the Lebanese pro- 
lan group Hizbollah in south Lebanon killed an Israeli army 
sejttal.two soldiers and a journalist. 

f*I responded by raiding Hizbollah targets. 

. e official Syrian newspaper Tishreen on Monday called on 
to withdraw from Lebanon to avoid more losses. 

Sa “ ( * e ^ ats suffered by Israel in Lebanon showed its security 
ngements were useless and only withdrawal from Lebanon 
ensure Israel's security. 

new , operation that was carried out by the national 
nest resistance fighters, in which an Israeli general was killed, 
nui * lsrae N Secur ity arrangements and pretexts were 

Tishreen said. 

artlevp 5 T P 0 ^ occupation and aggression will 
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side bomb, it came only days 
after three soldiers were killed 
in a Hizbollah ambush. 

Katyusha rockets were also 
fired towards Israel on Sunday, 
though Hizbollah denied it was 
responsible. 

In response, Israel on Sunday . 
bombed Hizbollah bases deep 
inside Lebanon, including a 
Hizbollah ammunitions depot 
north of Israel's self-declared 
security zone, the army said. 

Fearing its military strike 
could lead to more cross-border 
attacks, the Israeli army 
ordered tens of thousands of its 
citizens living along the border 
to spend rhe night in shelters. 

in the Israeli town of Kiryat 
Shmona, several miles from the 
border, restaurants closed early 
and the streets were deserted. 

Several children's costume 
parties for the Jewish holiday of 
Purim were canceled. 

After spending the night in a 
shelter in Kiryat Shmona, 7- 
year-old Anya Perov waved a sil- 
ver glitter wand with a tinsel 
fringe, the remnant of her magi- 
cian's costume. 

“i am a little bit sad. I would 
have wanted to have a party 
today but in a shelter, you can't 
have a party." Anya said, sitting 
on a bunk bed in the shelter. 

Many Kiryat Shmona resi- 
dents emerged from the shel- 

RUSSIANS 
WORRIED OVER 
ISRAEL, HIZBOLLAH 
CLASHES 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia expressed 
concern on Monday over dashes 
between Israeli forces and 
Hizbuliah guerrillas and urged 
both sides to reject violence. 

"We urgently appeal to both 
sides involved in the conflict to 
show restraint and allow no 
escalation of violence," the for- 
eign ministry said in a state- 
ment. 

“We are convinced tiiat any 
exacerbation of the situation 
and widening of military opera- 
tions will bring.no advantage to 
cither side and will threaten sta- 
bility In the Middle East/! 

Israel raided targets of 
Lebanon’s Iranian-backed Shiite 
Muslim Hizbollah guerrillas on 
Sunday in retaliation for an 
attack that killed four Israelis 
including an army general. 

Hizbollah is fighting to drive 
Israeli troops from a 15-kilome- 
ter wide strip in south Lebanon 
which Israel set up In 1985 to 
guard Its bqrders from jjptental 
guerrilla attacks.; 

Russia, a cO-sponsor,vv}m die 
United States of the Israeli* 
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Israeli citizens sleep in a shelter in Kiryat Shmona on the Lebanese border ycstsrday. 
An estimated 200,000 Israelis living along the border spent the night in shelters 
fearing Hcibullah to retaliate to the Israeli raids by firing rockets at Israeli towns. 


ters Monday morning and 
ignored army orders to return 
after an hour-long fiiriough for 
buying supplies. 

On the other side of the bor- 
der, in Marjayoun, the main 
town in the Israeli -controlled 
zone, the streets were deserted 
and crossing points between 
the occupied zone and the rest 
of Lebanon were closed - a‘p re ' 
caution in times of tension. 

Schools in government-con- 


trolled villages along the front 
line were closed, too. in several 
villages in the southern Bekaa 
Valley, residents prepared shel- 
ters and moved into ground- 
floor residences. 

Hizbollah sealed off n neigh- 
borhood in the eastern city of 
Baalbek dial was bombed by 
Israeli jets Sunday night. A two- 
meter wide crater on a road 
could be seen from a distance. 

Referring ro the attack on 


Baalbek, Netanyahu said 
Monday that Israel showed its 
resolve by “hitting a target in 
llie heart of terrorist city in 
Lebanon, a target which we had 
never hit before." 

On Sunday, Netanyahu had 
said Israel would “spare no 
effort, political or military, in 
the search for a withdrawal 
from Lebanon." But he adder! 
that Israel would not tolerate 
attacks. 
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IRAQ: SANCTIONS 
REMAIN AS UN IS 
UNDER WEST'S THUMB 


APPHOTa 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq’s Vice 
President Tfcha Yassin Ramadan 
said the UN embargo imposed 
on Baghdad since 1990 would 
not be lifted as long as the UN 
Security Council remained 
under the control of the United 
States and Britain. 

"The embargo will not be 
lifted, not now, nor In six 
months, as long as America and 
Britain control, the Security 
Council,'' he toid reporters 
overnight Sunday. 


"The embargo cannot be lift- 
ed unless Iraq submits itself 
entirely to America mid Britain, 
but we are not prepared to do 
it and that is why we expect the 
sanctions not to be lifted," lie 
said. 

He urged countries to 
"smash the embargo, after 
America unveiled its plan to 
overthrow Iraq’s regime,” he 
said as he left a meeting with 
Iraqi trade unionists. 

Ramadan accused Saudi 


Arabia and Kuwait of “wanting 
to maintain the embargo until 
the Iraqi regime is changed." 

"But Iraq wants to forget the 
past and turn a new leaf, and it 
is ready for a dialogue with the 
Arab states, far from alt foreign 
interference," he added. 

"We are ready for a dialogue 
with all parties without excep- 
tionr he said, in response to a 
question as to whether the 
offer of talks extended to Saudi 
Arabia. 



Members of the crash and salvage team stand by in case Vf 
.he deck cl .he U.S.S. Car. V.nson .n .he Arabian Gu», Sunday ’,11 
Carl Vinson and .js embarked Carrier Air Wing is currently in a high sll- 
♦us of alert patrolling the skies over Southern Iraq. 9 


US: MO PIPELINES TARGETED IN IRAQ 
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WASHINGTON (DPA) — US 
warplanes enforcing the no- 
fly zones over Iraq Monday, 
bombed Iraqi air defense and 
communications installations 
in_ the north of the country, 
US European Command said. 

However, Iraqi oil pipelines 
were not targeted over 1 the 
weekend. a Pentagon 
spokesman said. Iraqi offi- 
cials said Sunday that one of 
its main export facilities was . 


. flit in air raids, stopping the . 
flow of crude pefroleiim 
exports under the food-for J 
oil program. 

Monday’s strikes, in which 
more than 30 bombs were 
dropped by F-1SE jets, canie 
after Iraqi radar installations 
targeted coalition aircraft, 
the command said. There 
was no damage to U.S. air- 
craft. 

iraqi claims that a repump- 


ing station had been dam- 
aged could not be confirmed, 
Pentagon spokesman Richard 
Bridges 'said late Sunday, 
adding that the US forces had 
no reason to believe they had 
hit anything Other than the 
air defenses that had been 
their targets.. . 

European Command; in 
Stuttgart; : -Germany, said* 
Sunday that F-15 aircraft had 
fired three laser-guided mis- 


siles at Iraqi anti-aircraft 
sites and at a radio transmit- 
ter. 

They had also dropped 
eight bombs. The planes had 
reacted after being fired 
, upon by Iraqi positions, the 
command said. 

On Saturday, US planes had 
fired at targets in the south- 
ern no-fly area. Iraq said 33 
persons were killed or 
injured. 


US DIPLOMAT: SADDAM 
WILL BE TOPPLED 
BY MILITARY COUP 

ANKARA (AFP) — President Saddam Hussein will be toppld 
through a military coup, said a US diplomat who was recenik 
named Washington’s special representative for transition In Iraq. 

"Most probably, there will be a military coup (in Iraq)... All I tc 
say is that it will be very sudden and without warning," said Fra* 
Ricciardone, the number two at the US embassy in Ankara, in a 
interview with the daily Milliyet newspaper published Monday. 

Ricciardone, who quit Ankara on Monday to take up a newjob. 
said that his mission was nor only to see Saddam toppled, but » 
“help the Iraqi people in transforming Iraq into a country at pea« 
with its neighbors." 

“Can we turn our eyes away from a country where murders tab 
place and people sulfur?" the US diplomat said when asked aboct 
interference in the internal affairs of Iraq. 

Ricciardone added that Washington did not have any candidate 
to replace Saddam if he were overthrown. "The United States don 
not have a candidate... A military regime will be in power for soirv 
time after the coup," he told Milliyet. 

Tlte US diplomat denied that Washington's intervention woullj 
lead to the break up of its southern neighbor. "The dianctttte 
Iraq will be divided are almost zero... Of course, there will bei 
struggle for power for some time. But it is much more risky notR 
do anything,’ 1 he said. 

Ankara has expressed reservation about the US plan to destab 
lize Saddam on the grounds that it could lead to an independefi 
• Kurdish state in noi l Item Iraq that would in turn spur separate 
Kurdish rebels lighting against Ankara. . 


IRAQ RESTARTS 
MILITARY TRAINING 
FOR VOLUNTEERS 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq is to resume military training for dvllia 
volunteers from Saturday to help defend the country against any 
outside threat," the ruling Bantli party announced. . 

The party’s AI Tliawra newspaper said rite necessity P re P air 
dons had already been made. . ~ • 

The volunteers will be divided into groups fdr a imN* ^ 
course and die training courses arc to continue 
this year, a party official told AFP, asking not td be ^ ^ 
Three million men and women, ranging in;age;.nw? ' ^ 

already underwent arms training last' year, fbno^ng a .._ 
President Saddam Hussein, according to Iraqi 
The latest mobilization of volunteers Cohi?S an* I JK- . wr . 
attacks on Iraqi air defenses as they challenge US ana - 

planes patrolling "no-fly” zones over .northern ^d sou _ • 

Baghdad has said the all* strikes could ■ " • Jv V . 

offensive; " . ' ' - - : ' 
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WAS THIS WAR NECESSARY? 


'' Tn Ethiopia, a minority .elite has 
„fotdto reconcile itself to the fact that 
Is now an independent state. ” 

. fanane Ghebrenb 

fir much of the past month, troops 
, tanks from Ethiopia and Eritrea 
l^j been slugging it out over disputed 
patches of barren land along their ill- 
defined border. Like last year’s initial 
’round of fighting between the two 
sides, which killed some 1 ,000 people. 
,the latest battle seemed headed for a 
standoff until last week. Ethiopian 
troops broke through Eritrea's front- 
line defeose near the town of Badme 
and reportedly swept 6 miles into 
Eritrean territory. Fearful of losing 
more ground, Eritrea hastily accepted 
a peace proposal drawn up by the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU). 
Eritrea Informed the United Nations 
Security Council of its decision to 
accept the OAU border plan, which 
had been drawn up last November. 
Outsiders might wonder why the two 
neighboring countries came to blows 
in the first place. The current leaders 
of the Eritrea and Ethiopia made com- 
mon cause during a long and success- 
ful guerrilla struggle against the 
Soviet-backed regime of former 
Ethiopian dictator Mengistu Haile 


Mariam. And when Eritrea gained its 
independence from Ethiopia in 1993, 
two years after Mengistu's fall, it did 
so peacefully. Yemane Ghebreab, polit- 
ical-affairs director of Eritrea's ruling 
party, the People's Front for 
Democracy and Justice, spoke recently 
with NEWS WEEK’S Tom Masland. Tlte 
interview took place before the events 
of last week, but Ghebreab provides 
some insight into the origin of the 
conflict. Excerpts: 

MASLAND: What prompted the 
lighting between Ethiopia and Eritrea? 

GHEBREAB: The history of Ethiopia 
always has been of one ethnic group 
dominating the rest. So the hope was 
that Ethiopia would conie to peace 
with itself at the end of this sad chap- 
ter in its history, that for the first time 
there would be an inclusive govern- 
ment in which all the major groups 
would have a say. That vision has 
become dimmer and dimmer. Ethiopia 
continues to have a minority govern- 
ment. The TPLF (Tigrean People's 
Liberation Front), which essentially 
runs the country, has insisted on an 
ethnic arrangement in the country. 
The Tigrean ethnic group represents 
less than 5 percent of the Ethiopian 
population. I think this is essentially 
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the source of the conflict we now 
have. 

Q: How does this explain the war 
with Eritrea? 

A: Ever since 1991 there has been a 
minority of people in Ethiopia, a 
minority elite, who have refused to 
reconcile themselves to the fact that 
Eritrea is now an independent state. 
They have always thought of subjugat- 
ihg Eritrea again. And the government 
has relapsed into that old mentality of 
dominating Eritrea. Many people have 
found it very difficult to understand 
what has happened. Many seek, in my 
view, very simplistic answers. In 
American history, there was 1776 and 
then 1812. After winning the War of 
Independence against Britain. America 
had to fight for its independence 
again. So in some ways what Eritrea is 
facing today is another war, another 
conflict, another struggle to ensure its 
independence. 

Q: Some people suggested that the 


decision of Eritrea last year to create 
its own currency was a contributing 
factor. 

A: That's another attempt to seek a 
.simplistic cause to the conflict. The 
original vision was that even if Eritrea 
became independent, there was no 
need to break up the economies, 
which had been integrated over many 
years. Eritrea set out to avoid the mis- 
takes of many African governments. ... 
And from the start, we said we should 
not have a protectionist, import-sub- 
stitution (economic) policy. But 
Ethiopia took a much more regulated, 
controlled approach to economic 
problems. There were also differences 
in terms of monetary and fiscal poli- 
cies. trade policies. We talked about 
harmonizing these policies for a num- 
ber of years. And once that was not 
possible it almost became inevitable 
that Eritrea would have to have its 
own currency. It has poisoned the 
atmosphere somehow, but I don't 
think it’s the reason for the conflict. 

Q: Eritrea accused Ethiopia of using 
mercenary pilots in the fighting. Who 
are these pilots you speak ol? 

A: These pilots, who are flying 
Ethiopian MiGs and helicopter gun- 
ships, are citizens of the former 


Sovier-bJoc countries. It's an open 
secret.- 

Q: Some people see the presidents 
of Ethiopia and Eritrea as part of a 
new breed of African leader, sparking 
an economic and cultural revival on 
the continent. How does that square 
with warfare on the Horn of Africa? 

A: [ think the same people who 
made that very simplistic analysis of 
developments in Africa are now those 
same people dismissing Africa's 
potential. This is a transitional stage 
in Africa. TVansitions are complicated, 
they are messy. We'll overcome this. 
There is still much that is very posi- 
tive. This is not a savage war. 

Q: What is your view of the outside 
mediators, who have been trying rn 
end the war? 

A: From the very start there was a 
lot of good will in the U.S. and In 
Africa and elsewhere. (But) they 
thought that this was about some 
small piece of land and that they could 
find a veiy easy way out. I think the 
initial efforts faltered because of that. 
The fact the proposals were prema- 
turely made public complicated the 
situation. I believe now there is n 
much more nuance d understanding of 
this conflict. 


LEADER OF MINOR 
KURDISH PARTY 
COHDEMNS 
TURKISH BAN 

ANKARA (R) — The leader o! a small 
Kurdish party In Tlirkcy said on Monday he 
would appeal to the European Court of 
Human Rights against a recent court bun 
on his party which he described as “unjust 
'and meaningless." 

Ike Constitutional Court outlawed the 
Democratic Mass Party last week, ruling 
tat its program opposed Turkey's unity 
*J>d territorial integrity, said party leader 
Serafettin Elci. 

This ruling has political risks. If all 
democratic means are blocked in a country, 
tat opens the way for violence," Elci, one 
the few Kurdish political leaders still at lib- 
«ty in Turkey, told Reuters. 

Turkey has tightened a crackdown on 
"fob dissent since capturing Kurdish 
jpemlla leader Abdullah Ocalan in Kenya 
month and jailing him in Tlirkcy. 
inehigh court last month filed a closure 
Use a 8ainst the country's biggest Kurdish 
the Peoples' Democratic Party, accus- 
m 8it of recruiting for the rebels, 

e party s leader Murat Bozlak is in Jail 
jn mg trial for alleged links to guerrillas 
Ocalan’s Kurdish Labor Party (PKK), 
f° r self-rule for the mainly 

southeast. 

kiiu^ l ^ an people have been 

in the conflict. 

rmAno 4 *° SUre case a S a 'nst Elci’s party was 
ed rn m 1997 shortly after it was found- 
wnr«jL Sa ' d his party sou g h t the free 
ai , °u Kurc ^' s h cultural and lan- 
Tniufon^rd/ 0 ' 1 -^ C0UntT y'sestimated 10 

r «ta« y r ft SflyS ail itS citizens are ec luaL 
feiprren * nint at, y minority rights and 
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EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS EXAMINES KURDISH 
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 


STRASBOURG |AFP) — The European 
Court of Human Rights opened a 
hearing Monday into Turkey's alleged 
suppression of Kurdish freedom of 
expression, os well as the torture and 
killing of Kurdish citizens. 

The hearings opened with plain- 
tins' lawyers questioning the legality 
of Turkey’s state security courts, 
which they said were not "indepen- 
dent and impartial.’’ 

The case or Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan, abducted by Tlirkcy 
from Kenya last month and repatriat- 
ed to face charges of terrorism for his 
part in a Kurdish armed separatist 
campaign, was also cited on numer- 
ous occasions. 

Tlirkish lawyer Hasip Kaplan, for the 
plaintiffs, said the decisions taken in 
the Strasbourg court would be "his- 
toric" and added that the Ocalan trial 
would be a test of the "entire Tlirkish 
legal system.’’ 

Kaplan claimed the security courts 
were "directly linked to the executive 
and were dependent on the central 
intelligence agency." 

He also pointed out that the 
Strasbourg court had already con- 
demned them for contravening the 
European Convention - of Human' 
Rights. 

Five charges have been filed 'by 
Istanbul lawyer and publishei 1 ; Kamil 
Tbkin Surek. who has been fined .sev- 
eral times, for qrtldes jri his weekly 
paper. . • • ' ... 

The state security court judged art *'; 


des published in 1992 and 1993 
about Ocalan’s Kurdish Labor Party 
(PKK) to be "separatist propaganda." 

Further charges will be brought by 
Istanbul journalist and publisher Umir 
Erdogdu, who was fined for a 1993 
article in his newspaper Iscilerin Sesi 
(Worker’s Voice) entitled "The 
Kurdish problem is a Tlirkish prob- 
lem." 

The article named “Kurdistan" as a 


territory within Turkey and called the 
PKK "the national resistance of the 
Kurds." 

Other plaintiffs at the court here 
include author Gunav Aslan, Munir 
Ceylan, president of the Istanbul oil 
workers’ union and the poet of 
Kurdish origin Huseyin Karatas. 

On March 25 the court will examine 
two cases or Kurds who were tor- 
tured, killed or who disappeared, 


brought by inhabitants of Turkey’s 
predominantly Kurdish southeast 
region. 

Durmus Tezcan for the Turkish gov- 
ernment admitted chat "important 
reforms have to be carried out to 
resolve tile Ocalan affair” but said the 
new parliament would rackle the 
issue after elections on March 18. 

A court ruling is expected in sever- 
al months. 
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ALBRIGHT HITS DISSIDENT 
CRACKDOWN IN CHINA 
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T he stalled Rambouillet talks 'violated every rule.’ 
‘Something is seriously wrong with diis picture," Sen. John 
McCain said on Capitol Hill late last week. The scene was 
Rambouillet, a sleepy French village. The setting: a 14th-century 
chateau, where negotiations to achieve peace in the renegade 
Serbian province of Kosovo were going nowhere. After two days 
of nonstop talks. Madeleine Albright, the U.S. secretary of State, 
phoned Adem Demaci, an obscure ex-novel isr with coke-bottle 
glasses who Iasi year emerged as the political power behind the 
ragtag Kosovo Liberation Army. Albright asked Demaci not to 
block a NATO-backed agreement giving Kosovo limited autonomy. 
But Demaci, who had refused to attend rhe ralks, insisted on hill 
independence. He curtly told Albright that a phone call couldn’t 
solve such a “bloody and serious” problem. Then he hung up. 
“Basically he stiffed her," says one astonished U.S. official. “Here is 
the greatest nation on earth pleading with some nDthingballs to 
do something entirely in their own interest, which is to say yes to 
an interim agreement, and they defy us." Demaci’s refusal upset 
the key U.S. strategy at the Rambouillet talks. A Kosovar "yes” 
would have shifted the pressure to Yugoslav leader Slobodan 
Milosevic, who was resisting the idea of NATO troops as guaran- 
tors of Kosovo's autonomy. But the best Albright could achieve 
was a vague rebel pledge to sign by March 15. The true winner was 
Milosevic, who in the interim has a free hand to terrorize Kosovo's 
population and harass Western truce monitors there. Late last 
week Serb forces massed on the border and shelled the village or 
Bukosh. "We're being attacked and we know more is coming," 
Enver Orucaj. a KLA commander, told NEWSWEEK. Yet NATO has 
said iL will not strike Milosevic if the Kosovars are resisting the 
peace pact. Rambouillet was yet another lesson in liow an indeci- 
sive superpower can be humiliated by a small, determined foe. 
Albright, traveling on to China this week, was described as 
exhausted. She told friends that it was the worse experience she'd 
ever been through. "She is so stung by what happened," says a 
close associate. "She's angry at everyone, the Serbs, the Albanians 
and NATO." Albright found little solace on Capitol Hill, where the 
reviews of Rambouillet were scathing. McCain, the Arizona 
Republican and likely presidential candidate, noted acidly that “a 
deadline with the threat offeree to back it up can be a persuasive 
tool. There's just one catch. It must be credible.” Administration 
officials, instead, have extended the deadline for Milosevic and the 
Kosovars three times. One senior official concedes: "We miscalcu- 
lated. Its as simple as that," Rambouillet was loosely modeled on 
the successful Dayton talks, where a dosed, pressure-cooker 
atmosphere yielded a Bosnian accord in 1095. But Rambouillet 
“violated every rule." the official says. One example: the real play- 
ers, Milosevic and Demaci. stayed home, calculating they could 
gain more by not signing. And no one on the U.S. side had pre- 
pared for a Kosovar refusal. Former Senator Bob Dole, asked by 
Albright, to call Demaci as well, says the Kosovar's obstinacy "took 
Milosevic off the hook completely." Albright isn't giving up. 
NEWSWEEK has learned she is asking prominent U.S. figures to 
help win over Demaci and the hard-liners, including Dole, who will 
go to Kosovo soon, and George Soros, who helps to finance 
Kosovar news media. President Clinton, meanwhile, wamed 
Milosevic on Friday to show restraint, saying that “NATO Is pre- 
pared to act." But Milosevic, this time, may not have been listen- 
ing. 

By MICHAEL HlftSH and MARK DENNIS 
With ZORAN CIRJAKOV1C in Pristina 


BEIJING (APJ — U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright clashed with Chinese 
leaders Monday over China's crackdown 
on dissidents. Hut she said the Clinrun 
administration will not punish Beijing by 
holding up negotiations on China joining 
the World Trade Organization. 

“We determined some rime ago that it 
was nor a good idea to link human rights 
and trade and that we actually make bet- 
ter progress with botli when they ore not 
linked." Albright said at a joint news con- 
ference with Chinese Foreign Minister 
Tang Jiaxuan. 

In her meetings with Tang and Premier 
ZIiu Rongji, the two sides disagreed on 
China stifling political dissent and opposi- 
tion parties, State Department 
spokesman James P. Rubin said. Albright 
argued for a universal right to express clif- 
ferenr views. 

'"The discussions were forceful, tough 
and there wasn't a lot of agreement," 
Rubin said. 

Albrighr “made dear that the crack- 
downs. the arrests ... have caused sub- 
stantial and intense reaction in the United 
Srates and that she is deeply disturbed by 
these detentions, trials, punishment for 
these peaceful political activities." 

Tang blamed criticism of China's human 
rights record on “a handful of anti-China 
elements" in the United States. He 
warned that confronting Beijing on the 
matter is considered an intrusion into the 
country's internal affairs. 

Tang also suggested China would be 
unhappy if the administration sponsored 
a resolution condemning China's human 
rights record at a meeting of the U.N. 

L Human Rights Commission in Geneva this 
spring. No U.S. decision has been made. 

“We have always been opposed to 
politicizing the human rights question." 
Tang said, smiling politely. "Practice has 
proved that confrontation cannot solve 
the problem. And, secondly, to backtrack 
in this regard will have no future.” 

Albright, standing beside Tang at tile 
Diaoyutal State Guesthouse, did not 
address Tang s "anti -China elements" 
remark. 

But in their meeting. Albright told him 
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“this was a bipartisan concern" of the 
administration and Congress. Rubin said. 
“She did not accept the idea that rhora 
was somehow some big conspiracy in the 
United States against China." 

The crackdown, focusing on Chinese 
trying to form an opposition democratic 
political party, lias resulted in still' sen- 
tences of 1 1 to 13 years fur its leaders. 

Just ahead of Albright's visit. Chinese 
police detained one activist, warned sev- 
eral others not to leave their homes anti 
sentenced another Hi I 1/2 years in jail. 

Chinese dissidents canceled a meeting 
on human rights set to begin Monday 
because organizers were in detention and 
police prevented others from attending, 
said Zhajianguo, a member of the banned 
China Democracy Parly in Beijing. 

On another contentious issue, Chinese 
officials strongly objected to U.S. plans to 
develop a theater missile defense system, 
which Taiwan wants to use as protect ion. 

Albright told the Chinese leaders the 
United Stales has nor made a decision on 


deployment and that such a system b 
defensive, Rubin said. The secretary also 
urged the Chinese to help prevent Nonl 
Korea from developing missiles that arc 
driving the missile protection effort 

A new Pentagon report estimates Ihr. 
by 2U05 Beijing may be able to launefi 
effective air and missile strikes agairni 
Taiwan, which it considers a renegade 
province. 

China has inure than 100 ballistic mis- 
siles pointed at Taiwan and has wv« 
renounced the use of force ro regain the 
island, alrhmigh the Pentagon did not pre- 
dict a Chinese attack. 

Before seeing -Zhu, Albright visited 
China Central Television studios and 
praised its "l-ocal Point” program, a night- 
ly news magazine show that often investi- 
gates low-level corruption among Chinese 
officials and others. 

"A dynamic press that asks a lot ofquei- 
lions and promotes debate is verj 
healthy," she said. "I think what you re 
doing Is very important and I salute you. 


CHINA EXECUTES 10 MOSLEM 
SEPARATISTS IN XINJIANG 

IIRIinL.IP Mmi #■> . . 


BOyiNG (AFP) — China has 
executed 10 people fur 
involvement in separatist 
unrest In the northwest 
Moslem region of Xinjiang, a 
court official said Monday. 

“Tire authorities between 
January 27 and 29 executed 10 
people and two were given 
suspended death sentences," 
an official' ar the Nilka district 
■ court in Yili prefecture told AFP 
by telephone. 

He said die 10 executed 
were from Yili prefecture, 
including Yinirig City, Yining 
county, Huodieng and Nilka 
districts, scene of separatist 
riots on February 5, 1997. 


Two oil icrs were given sus- 
pended death sentences ami 
many sentenced ' ro between 
one and 15 years imprison- 
ment. 

Tie official said their trials 
were canied out in separate 
districts. The Nilka district sen- 
tences were passed and car- 
ried out after a public trial an 
January 27; 

Tlie executions came amid 
tensions in the far noithwcsr- 
em region between the major- 
ity Uigiiur Moslem population . 
and the minority Han Chinese. 
China accuses many Ulghurs of 
working to separate the region 
• ftonp themairtland. 


PAKISTAN WANTS DIALOGUE WITH 
INDIA TO GET SERIOUS ON KASHMIR 
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DHAKA (All 1 ) — Pakistan 
Prime Minister Nnvyaz Sharif 
on Monday pressed rival India 
to gel serious nlxiut speedily 
resolving tlwlrdispute over the 
Himalayan region of Kashmir. 
He told a summit of Islamic 
developing countries here that 
a solution to die Kashmir row 
was a must for achieving peace 
between the South Asian 
nuclear rivals. 

Sharif said he had held "usq- 
flil discussions" With his Indian 
counterpart Atal Beliari 
Afejpayee during a historic sum- 
mit last month in the Pakistan 
border city of Lahore, 

"We must now transcend 
symbolism and move on to 
practical and concrete mea- 
sures Tor die removal of all 
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UN FORCE ENDS MACEDONIA BORDER 
PATROL AS MANDATE EXPIRES 


SKOPJE (AFP) — The UN force tasked 
with preventing the spillover of war in 
the former Yugoslavia into Macedonia 
ceased activity overnight after its man- 
date expired, a force spokesman said. 

The mission "stopped all activity and 
patrols," Juanusz Sznajder, head of polk- 
leal and humanitarian affairs, told AFP. 

Its 1.050 troops “are waiting for 7^’ 
Instructions from their respective coun- ‘ r:r 
tries," he added, 

“Some will be sent home," he said. 

"while others will join the peacekeeping 
force for Kosovo" being planned to 
‘police a possible accord between the 
warring Serbian and ethnic Albanian 
sides in Kosovo, a Serbian province. \UrMi 

■’ China, a permanent member of the ^ 
(JN Security Council, on Thursday 
vetoed, a proposal to prolong the UN 
Preventive Deployment Force (UNPRE- . 
DEP), effectively killing the mission. t,es 



(British Challenger main bailie lanks ef the Kings Royal Hussars In 
Krhrolac, Macedonia. 


China wielded its veto to punish 
Macedonia for establishing diplomatic 
ties lasr month with Taiwan, which 


China considers a renegade province. 
The 13 other Security Council members 
voted in favor of extending the mission. 


OBASANJO ELECTED, RETURNS TO POWER 


ABUJA (AFP) — Retired general 
Ohisegun Obasanjo was Monday 
declared the new civilian president of 
Nigeria, 20 years after he left power as 
a military ruler of Africa's most popu- 
lous country. 

Obasanjo won a crashing victory, tak- 
ing 18.73 million votes to 1 1 . 1 1 million 
for his opponent, former finance minis- 
ter Olu Falae, announced Justice 
Ephraim Akpata, head of the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC). 

Obasanjo took 18,738,154 votes, or 
62.78 percent of the valid ballots cast. 
Akpata said. Falae won 11,110,287 
j ™t«, or 37.22 percent, lie added. 

“It is therefore evident that the presi- 
dential candidate of the People's 
Democratic Party (PDP), General 
Olusegun Obasanjo has emerged the 
dinner," Akpata said. 

"Olusegun Obasanjo ... is hereby 
declared the winner and is returned 
ejected." he added. 


_ Akpata appealed to Falae to accept Saturday to vot 


DOCTOR ACCUSED OF 15 MURDERS 
FLIADS NOT GUILTY TO FIVE 

HVDB(AP) — A doctor fac- Kathleen Grundy, . 81, 


the results and set the stage for a 
smooth transition of power on May 29. 

Falae said in a letter to Akpata that he 
would not accept the election as legiti- 
mate but did not say whether he would 
launch a legal challenge. 

Blatant ballot rigging and a “seeming- 
ly institutionalized pattern of election 
malpractice ... certainly affected the ... 
outcome" of the election, he said. 

“It was evident and clearly reflected in 
the preliminary submissions of both 
local and international observers thar 
the magnitude of electoral fraud and 
manipulation was monumental ." 

International observers including for- 
mer US president Jimmy Carter said ear- 
lier that the elections were marred by 
“serious Irregularities" ranging from bal- 
lot stuffing to intimidation of observers. 

But, they added, given the size of 
Obasanjo's majority, It appeared the 
overall results reflected the will of the 
Nigerian people and should stand. 

Millions of Nigerians turned out 
Saturday to vote for a new president 


under a program designed to end more 
than 1 5 years of military rule in Africa's 
most populous country. 

The military have run Nigeria since 
1983 when a four-year civilian regime 
put in place after Obasanjo left power in 
1979 was overthrown. 

Since then, there have been a series 
of aborted transitions to democracy by 
milirary regimes determined to cling to 
power. The presumed winner of failed 
1993 elections was locked up and died 
while in detention last July, his death 
provoking rioting across his native 
southwest of the country. 

From 1993 to 1998. Nigeria was kin 
by its most hardline military ruler, 
General Sani Abacha, who was seeking 
to engineer an extension of his stay in 
power last year when he died of a sud- 
den heart attack. 

He was replaced by General 
Abdulsalami Abubakar, who ordered the 
current polls and has promised to hand 
over to a civilian regime on May 29. 


In 8 trial for murdering 15 
women in his care pleaded 
guilty Monday to killing 
fa of them. 

Shipman, 53. from the 
J^faest England town of 
jtyde, dented murdering Ivy 
1 mas , 63 . Marie Quinn, 67, 
Ne Himer, 67, Jean Lilley, 
f and Muriel Grlmshaw, 
76 - between July, 1996 and 
November, 1997 , 

J 1 * has already pleaded 
1 Wilty to murdering four 
^listed on the charge 

as his victims. 

Shipman was arrested in 
charged 

■ — filing Four womens 


Kathleen Grundy, . 81, 
Winifred Mellor and Joan 
Melia, 73, and Blanka 
Pomfret, 49. At an earlier 
court hearing, he denied 
those murders and a charge 
that he forged Kathleen 
Grundy's will, her estate 
was valued at 300,000 
pounds (cilrs 500,000). 

In December, detectives 
said they were examining 
the deaths of 1 16 of his for- 
mer patients. 

A court order restricts, the 
release of Infqrmatlon. on 
the case, and authorities 
have not disclosed how the 
women i were allegedly' 




KUALA LUMPUR — The star prosecution witness in the trial of 
Malaysia's ousted deputy prime minister acted out of a per- 
sonal vendetta because Anwar Ibrahim refused him a lucrative 
business contract, a witness said Monday. 

Mohamed Ahmad, the former principal private secretary to 
Anwar in the finance ministry, testified that Azizan Abu Bakar 
repeatedly tried to meet the minisrer to illegally obtain a busi- 
ness contract in June 1998. 

Azftan. Anwar's former family chauffeur, has accused his ex- 
boss of keeping him as “a homosexual slave' 1 and sodomizing 
him in a threesome that included Anwar's adopted brother. 

Also Monday, Anwar's personal driver testified for the jailed 
politician, saying that a homosexual relationship between 
Anwar and Azizan was not possible because they were never 
together alone. 

Abdullah Sani said that Azizan never drove Anwar and was 
employed exclusively to drive Anwar’s wife and children — 
Associated Press. 




LUSAKA — Three bombs were found at the High Court in 
Lusaka on Monday, bringing the number planted throughout 
the Zambian capital ro 17, officials said. 

The court was evacuated after the bombs were spotted by 
security guards, and they were later safely detonated by bomb 
disposal experts, the officials said. 

Information Minister Newstead Ziinba said on national radio 
Sunday night that a total of 14 bombs had been planted 
around the cky. 

Five exploded, one of them killing a security guard at the 
Angolan embassy, while the others were defused, he said — 
Agence France Prcssc. 




LUANDA — Heavy shelling by UN1TA rebels over the weekend 
killed 15 people In the Maxlnde district of Malanje, the official 
Journal de Angola reported Monday. 

Rebels of the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola (UNITA) shelled the city night and day throughout the 
entire weekend, the daily reported. 

UNITA bush fighters also destroyed a bridge on the Lombe 
river linking Malanje, 400 kilometers east of Luanda, to the 
rest of tlie country, the paper said. 

The shelling came after the UN announced Friday it was 
pulling Its peacekeeping force out of the country at the 
Angolan government's insistence, Luanda charged that the UN 
failed In its mission, set up in 1997, to disarm UNITA — 
Agence France Presse. 
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the Prime Minister of Bulgaria and his Macedonian counter- 
part signed a joint declaration In Sofia last week, In which they 
declare their readiness and common will to develop compre- 
hensive relations between tiifelr two countries; 

They also stressed oh the need, for their countries, to 
strengthen security arid peace, cooperation and confidence in 
South- Eastern Europe within the framework of the United 
Nations, the OrganizathSh for Security and Cooperation in 
, Europe arid NATO partnership - The Arab Daily. 
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AFM Report 

The overall index Tell slightly for the day to 1 82.27 with only the 
banking sector making any gains, and those due to Arab Bank 
rising 1 dinar. 

Services and industry sectors posted Losses on all shares but 
the net result was less than 1% down for each. 

Otherwise, there were no gains across the market. Electric 
Power dipped 60 fits, Irbid Electric lost 90 Ills, other companies 
closing very near to their opening prices — The Arab Daily. 


AMMAN — Jordan’s 22 commercial banks began a new work 
system Monday under which employees will plit in three extra 
hours each day but will get one more day off a week. 

The new sysrem of eight-hour days is In line with a decision 
in February by the Central Bank of Jordan, which decreed 
Saturday as a second day off. 

Previously die banking sector followed a nationwide system 
of a one-day weekend on Friday, the Muslim sabbath. 

The government said it plans to introduce a two-day week- 
end, but with the second day off Thursday instead of Saturday. 

Parliament is expected to open debate this week on the gov- 
ernment's proposal. 

A poll conducted recently by The Arab Daily and published 
Monday showed that 75 percent of more than 1 ,200 Jordanians 
surveyed throughout the country opposed the extra working 
hours because of family considerations, especially for working 
mothers. 

But bankers say the two-day weekend will bolster Jordan's 
economic performance because it will allow the financial sector 
longer daily contacts with the outside world — Associated 
Press. 


A Jordanian Economic and Commercial delegation arrived 
yesterday in Yemen to discuss commercial and economic coop- 
eration between Jordan and Yemen, and methods to strengthen 
these ties in the best interests of both countries. 

The Head of the Jordanian delegation, Mr. Muhammad Saleh 
Al Horani met with a number of officials from the Ministry of 
Commerce and the Yemeni General Union of Chambers of 
Industry and Commerce. 

Mr. Horani stated that he brought a Letter from His Majesty 
King Abdullah to the Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh, and a 
second letter from Prime Minister Faiez AJTarawneh addressed 
to his Yemeni counterpart Abdul Kareem Al Ariani — Petra 


AMMAN, (Petra) — British Ambassador in Amman Peter 
Battsicombe and a number of British businessmen currently 
visting Jordan expressed optimism over the future of Jordan's 
economy in light of Jordan's political role in the region which 
was established by the late King Hussein and is continued by 
His Majesty King Abuilah. 

In an interview with Jordan News Agency, the ambassador 
said that Jordan was able to gain international confidence from 
intemationl financial organisations like the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Bank and a number of countries in 
addition to Arab countries. 

“This Is a positive sign that makes us optimistic especially 
that Jordan has made the necessary arrangements to attract for- 
eign Investment," he said. 

Mr. Battiscome pointed out that the arrival Of a British dele- 
gation to Jordan to discuss means to strengthen economic rela- 
tions, new horizons of bilateral cooperation and possibilities of 
establishing joint projects, assert Britain’s confidence in 
Jordan's economic future. 

Head of the first British economic delegation to visit the king- 
dom this ye£r Mr. Peter Oldfield Merry said that a /lumber of 
meetings will be held with Jordanian businessmen during the 
delegation's three-day visit, noting that the visit will, provide, 
new opportunities for enhancing trade relations between the 
. two countries and developing them In the fields of hote|s and 
'hospitals. ' 

: Member of the .delegation John Wayoskl said that the dele- 
■gation will discuss possibilities of Investment In Jordan through J 
Jordanian partners > indicating thdt.a joint project willbelrtple^ 
mented soon wjth an jnitlal cost of S250;000.- • • 

. ; The , . British delegation ’ > held intensive talks' with many 
Jordanian .Businessmen, ori. developing economic cooperation 
which had positive arid fhiitfui results. / 
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TOKYO — The Japanese government said Monday it had agreed 
to donate up to 506 million yen ($4.3 million) to pay for equip- 
ment needed to train new Palestinian doctors. 

The money will help pay for medical teaching facilities at Al- 
Qiids University "to improve the health of, and medical services 
provided for the Palestinians." said a Japanese foreign ministry 
statement. An agreement on the aid was signed Sunday in Gaza. 
It said — Agcnce France Presse. 




DHAKA — Leaders of developing Islamic nations opened an 
economic summit In Bangladesh Monday calling for greater 
cooperation to get the most from globalization. 

In launching the two-day summit or the Developing Eight, or 
D- 8 , Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina called For an 
"equitable global trading regime" that benefits both poor and 
rich countries. 

"Sustainable development is an area where both the devel- 
oped and developing countries must cooperate," Hasina said as 
soldiers with machine guns and bomb-sniffing dogs guarded 
Dhaka s five-star Sheraton Hotel, venue of the summit. 

President Suleyeman Demirel of Turkey, Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad of Malaysia. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
of Pakistan, Vice President Hassan Habibie of Iran, foreign min- 
isters from Egypt and Indonesia addressed the summit Monday. 

Nigeria sent no one to preparatory meetings before the sum- 
mit, and was represented Monday by a diplomat from its mis- 
sion in neighboring India. That fueled speculation that the oil- 
rich African nation may pull out of the bloc. 

"The absence of the leaders lias not at all diminished the 
importance of the summit," Bangladesh Foreign Minister Abdul 
Samad Azad said Saturday. 

Pakistani officials had added the heads of government from 
Egypt, Indonesia, Iran and Nigeria could not come because they 
had more important domestic commitments. 

The bloc was launched in Istanbul, Turkey in 1 997 to promote 
trade and economic cooperation. Their combined population is 
nearly 800 million, and the account for 4% of world trading. 

The Malaysian prime minister, known for atracking the West, 
said globalization has most hurt the developing countries. 

"Concepts such as globalization have broken down the barri- 
er ... and exposed to these assaults we find ourselves quite help- 
less and unable to adjust to the new ways and ideas." Mahathir 
said. Pakistan’s Sharif joined the criticism of globalization, but 
Turkey's Demirel voiced concern at the global economic slow- 
down, but said this should not lead ro new protectionism-— 
Associated Press. 
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SINGAPORE — German air carrier Lufthansa on Monday 
announced increased capacity on some of its Asia-Pacific ser- 
vices through additional flights and code-share agreements. 

The increased capacity will take effect March 28 to October 
30 as part of the airline's summer schedule. Each week, 
Lufthansa will have 10 flights betvyeen Tokyo and Frankfort, 
three nights between Nagoya and Frankfort, and five between 
Shanghai and Frankfurt, following the addition of an extra flight 
each on these routes. 

. An expanded code-sharing arrangement with Thai Airways 
will see daily services via Bangkok between Frankfurt and 
Sydney.’ A similar arrangement with New Zealand will see ser- 
vices between Frankfurt and Los Angeles to and from Auckland 
increase daily from the twice-weekly connections — Agence 
France Presse. 


A mericans used ro think that the China 
trade meant big money. But as accusa- 
tions of bad faith abound, it's starting to 
look more like a bottomless pit. 

A new spy thriller is about to, hit 
Washington. It's already widely known that 
the Cox report to Congress will detail a 20- 
year Chinese campaign to "steal" information 
from the Unired States on everything from 
nuclear warheads to satellites. Rut at the heart 
of the 700-page potboiler, NEWSWEEK has 
learned, arc recommendations for new polic- 
ing measures bound to drive Beijing ballistic. 
The toughest call 
from the reporting 
panel, headed by 
Congressman 
Christopher Cox, is 
for surprise inspec- 
tions to confirm that 
China is nor diverting 
high-end computers 

from civilian customers to the military. 
Consider that such inspections are typically 
pressed on rogue states for trying to build 
weapons of mass destruction, and you get an 
idea of the suspicion haibored by the authors. 
So how did it come to this? As Washington 
and Beijing prepare for Prime Minister Zhu 
Rongji’s April visit to the United States, the 
magnetic attraction between American 
money and China's biilion-plus market is 
weakening In an atmosphere of mutual 
recrimination. 

The □inton administration’s effort to iso- 
late trade from other disputes is faltering 
under pressure from new worries about the 
buildup of arms and the crackdown on dissent 
in Beijing. When the administration last week 
scuttled the $600 million sale of a Hughes 
satellite to an Asian consortium with Chinese 
military partners, citing the danger that sensi- 
tive technology could slip into military hands, 
it was only the latest of many deals gone sour. 

Between now and the end of March, a 
parade of American VIPs will be arriving in 
Beijing on a rescue mission. The secretaries of 
State and Commerce and die Ui. trade repre- 
sentative Hie trying to shape a deal that would 
allow China to Join the World Thule 
Organization. Yet after 13 years of talks, the 
two sides are still arguing the same point. 

China wants to Join as a "developing 
nation," exempt from the WTO’s toughest 
requirements for lowering trade barriers. 
That's a non-starter in Washington, where 
many officials already see China as the eco- 
nomic and military superpower it could 
become. Since tile demise of their common 
Soviet rival, Washington and Beijing have 
drifted along "without a lot or strategic glue 
to hold their relationship together," says 


AMERICANS CHANGETRITr 
VIEWS OF CHINA 


— DAILY 



powerful lobby in Washington. Now, says a 
foreign diplomat in Beijing, they are "increas- 
ingly disillusioned, downbeat and hummed 
out" about a trade deficit miming at $ I billion 
per week. “A new feeling of adversity has 
crept into U.S.-China business," warns Robert 
Kapp, head of the U.S.-China Business 
Council. "U.S. and foreign businesses cannot 
and will not serve as pincushions" for Beijing’s 
dictates on trade. 

Many executives say their hopes for China 
have been deflated by broken contracts and 
failed projects. Even a savvy Chinn operator 
like Boston-based 
International Data 
Group has been star- 
tled by the deprh of 
corruption, after a 
Chinese partner was 
handed a death sen- 
tence for bribery and 
embezzlement. These 
days "the old gold-rush mentality" is over, says 
Greg Mastel of the Economic Strategy 
Institute in Washington. “Across the board, 
enthusiasm for China has pretty much dissi- 
pated. Just five years ago, you felt you had to 
be in the China marker to be any kind of play- 
er. That feeling is gone." 

Tlie disappointment has even begun to tar- 
nish the West's image of Zhu Rongji, feted 
only a year ago as a genius for preventing the 
Asian financial flu from infecting China. Now, 
Beijing is launching "buy local" campaigns and 
other measures that worry outsiders. A recent 
ban on further foreign investment in retail 
outlets and telecommunications conies as a 
blow to companies like Sprint, which is 
involved in a $30 million venture to install 
50,000 phone lines in Tianjin. Sprint had bet 
on continued expansion in China, and now 
"they're dead ducks," says one business ana- 
lyst In Beijing. Sprint spokesman Sydney Shaw 
says "we are very concerned by the potential 
change in approach.” 

Zhu lias launched a crackdown on the huge 
"gray market" in smuggling legitimate goods 
past customs. He has also tightened the rules 
on foreign-exchange transactions, which 
affects "literally every company involved in 
import-export here." says a Western diplomat 
in Beijing. Western firms now wait twu to 
three times as long, or up to 90 days, to get 
paid, as Chinese customers wrestle with new 
layers of red tape to exchange renminbi for 
greenbacks, In one encounter, an American 
executive was startled by a hank clerk, who 
said he could not withdraw funds because the 
staff's holiday bonus would be based on the 
amount of foreign currency in the hank vaults. 
Though many gripe onlv in private. 


Iff it were only this easy! 

plans. There is also a looming fear that Cteu 
may yet devalue the renminbi, which could set 
off another round of meltdowns in Asia 
Pessimism is strongest "among relative nw 
comers who flocked to China in the 1990s,' 
says a Western diplomat in Beijing. “IfsHpe 
dally painful for those still trying to break into 
China, perhaps overly enamored with the idea 
of a billion consumers." 

Beijing denies it will devalue, but fob 
investors’ pain. Witli urban unemployment 
soaring to 8 percent or higher and state-mu 
industries dying, Chinese officials need new 
capital. So they are banking on Zlui to vm 
Americans in Washington, where Clinton 
administration officials are already trying to 
raise the pressure for a WTO deal. Failure now 
risks "a potentially significant" delay before 
the deal is done, warned U.S. Undersecretary 
of the TVeasnry l^rry Summers in Beijing last 
week. 

That's probably not just posturing, in 
Washington, both Zhu and Clinton will face 
tough questions generated by an increasingly 
skeptical Congress. The Senate last week 
urged Clinton to condemn China for human- 
rights violations. Including the recent jailing of 
founders of the nascent China Democraiit 
Party. On the same day, in a report ordered by 
Congress, the Pentagon warned that by 2005 
China's aggressive missile buildup along tl* 
southern coast will give it an "overwhelming 
advantage" over Riiwan, whose defense 
America feels obliged to uphold. More and 
more, says Stanford Sinologist MkfvH 
Oksenbeig, Americans "are asking why should 
we help liicilitate China's rise if it takes tw 
money and buys Russian weapons that own 
make trouble for us?" 

Worse, Zhu is likely to land in Vtohinp® 
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rn t . lr n rel f! IOn l sllip togt?ther ’" "V* American businessmen are no longer putting nwke trouble for ibT 

China analyst David Shambaugh at George money in China without regard to L risks. A Wn ™' zhu ,s lillcly , “ land 
Washington University. "Instead, there's grow- December survey by the U S.-Clilna Business slml lly = rter relM “ °f tlK 

in *:r r , r Council founda-striking" reaction to the new news.l,atChi n a"ha S heent^o^> 
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rally than the rising impatience of American cent said they were hurt. Hair were reconsid- sccre,s for decades, i W aVftMrnap 

businesses. Once they were China’s most ering. delaying or canceling ftmin- Inw.hJo. in Beijing, but then that haitHyiaaltm 


BANK 
LENDING 
PLUNGES IN 
SINGAPORE 


SINGAPORE (AFP) _ Bonk lend- 
ing to the commerce sector In individuals, howeve 
Singapore plunged 18 percent In tively from a year ag 
January, contrasting with a sharp Increased interbank 
nse m lending to the properly ties of commercial 
segment, the Monetary (4.36 billion US) in 

Authority of . Singapore (MAS) measure of money s 

said Monday. Commercial bank lion dollars in the si 

lending to the building and con-* cent from a year age 

stnjction sector rose 19 percent includes cash arid m 

year-on-year during the month, and money in time c 

the de facto central bank said in . and liabilities of f 
a report posted on its webside. denoslts. 
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Loans to the manufacturing sector, and to professional w* KJ'TJ' 
individuals, however, shrank 4.7 percent and 4.0 percait.«s|» . 
tively from a year ago in January 1999, the MAS said- " • uu 

Increased interbank leriding resulted in the total ' 

ties of commercial banks rising by 7.5 bHli°n SingE^rp 
(4.36 billion US) in January to 317 billion dolors. The. 
measure of money supply, M3, rose by 7.8 per^ttQ jo?, 
lion dollars in the same period, M2 money. supply 
cent from a year ago to 174.03 billion dollars in - -JL-s'r 
includes cash arid money in checking accduriba!tij 8 ^.^ (s ; 
and money in time deposits. M3 incorporates all of Mf > ■; 

and liabilities of financial institutions, as • 


includes cash arid money in checking acC 0 Unts aiong^ l “ 
and money in time deposits. M3 incorporates all of Mf > 
and liahiflHps nf finanrlal institutions. flS Well 
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EU SEES RUSSIA AS AN 
INTERNATIONAL BEGGAR 


The Guard ian 

the same day 


n iissla last week accepted a gift or $450 
P million In food aid from Europe that may 
IVwell not be needed, is almost certainly 
fi(rt going to those whom it was intended to 
help, and will probably be too late anyway. 

Behind this mess lies a near-bankruptcy of policy towards 
Europe’s biggest, strongest and most troublesome neighbor. 
Kussb's churlishness Is par for the course in a country that still 
wants to be treated as a great power but has been reduced to 
iht status of an international beggar, and a most untrustworthy 
one at that. 

Last November Russia reported that its 1998 harvest had been 
the worst In a generation, and formally declared a food crisis. 
The European Union offered to help with 470 million euros’ 
worth of cereals, beef and milk powder from its intervention 
slocks. These are surplus stocks that EU buys from its farmers 
under the common agricultural policy (CAP) to keep prices 
high. They are then stockpiled at considerable cost to taxpay- 
ers. 

fire cereals mountain is currently around 17 million tonnes - 
about 10 per cent of the EU's annual production and Europe 
lvas delighted at the prospect of Russia taking 1.5 million 
tonnes off its hands. Russia was also to take a third of the cur- 
rent stocks of 480,000 tonnes of beef, and most of the milk 
powder stocks too. 

Tils being Europe, the food aid project had an additional pur- 
pose. Pork prices have collapsed to the point where farmers are 
selling the meat for less than the cost of raising a pig. So the 
European Commission thought it would be a good wheeze to 
buy pork on the market, thus raising the price, and send it off 
to Russia. 

Mindful of the unreliability of the Russian distribution system 
and the corruption of the country's bureaucracy, the idea was 
to give some food directly to hospitals, orphanages and old 
IbUa' homes, and allow the rest to be sold at the Russian mar- 
hi price, the proceeds to be spent on what passes for a wel- 
fare system in Russia. 

Tb* deal was signed by the commission's president, Jacques 
^ter, on January 20. Four days later, Santer was interviewed 
oa Luxembourg television, in his native Luxembourg dialect, 
"hen speaking his mother tongue he is usually more frank 

■ C- . -f i i 


than he is in French We cannot guarantee that the 
money won’t end up in the hands of the Russian 
mafia, or that the beef we send them won’t be 
exported back to us. How on earth can we control 
the training of more Russian vets, for the internal 
transport costs, and so on. At this point the EU bridled and 
stopped asking freight companies to tender for the contract to 
transport food to the Russian border. 

The deadlock was broken last week when Santer and the 
German chancellor, Gerhard Schrijder, managed to clear away 
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All that glistens .... 



the hurdle. There have been no reports of famine or even seri- 
ous and prolonged food shortages in the Russian provinces. 
Some commission officials doubt that the food -was ever need- 
ed in the first place. It will anyway now arrive too late to make 
much impact, except in those few, remote areas in the Arctic 
Circle where food shortages peak in May and June. 

There are several reasons why Europe got into this mess, 
including sympathy and an honorable desire to help. The pro- 
ject offered the useful bonus of clearing away some of the food 
mountains. (Indeed, the commission itself says it Is saving 
some 575 million in storage costs by giving the food away.) it 
was also deemed important to ensure that the United States 
did not dominate the market with its own food surpluses, and 
thus squeeze 011 c future EU food exports. In the process, of 
course, the EU has dismayed Polish and other eastern European 
farmers whose export sales have been blocked, and may also 
have undermined Russian farmers by undercutting their sales. 
Another reason for the food aid was that there is precious lit- 
tle else that Europe or the international community can do to 
assist Moscow. Because of the Russian default on its loans last 
August, the International Monetary Fund has decreed that 
there will be no Western loans or credits until the debt situa- 
tion and the fate of Russian economic reforms have been set- 
tled . 

We have now had nearly a decade of Russian reforms. But apart 
from a stock market bubble that has burst and the brief emer- 
gence or a Russian yuppie class (which has since disappeared) 
there is little to show for it except a spruccd-up Moscow and a 
colkipscd industrial base. And there is a great shortage of ideas 
across the West about what to do nexr. 

Everybody is waiting for the Kremlin politics to consolidate, 
which means Boris Yeltsin either retiring or dying. Almost by 
default Western politicians are starting to transfer their hopes 
to the prime minister, Yevgeny Primakov. 

With mordant humor, some Russian experts in Brussels now 
assume that in this policy desert Russia needs something like 
anorher Chernobyl disaster, so that the West is forced to pay 
attention. Experience suggests that Europeans get excired 
about a tragedy on their doorstep only when they suddenly 
fear that Sunday dinner might start glowing in the dark. 






AUSTRALIAN TRADE DEFICIT 
REACHES RECORD LEVEL 


“•vain (AFP) — Tlie goyer- nicnl recession in the first half 
of the Bank of England, of this year." 

7/ George, said Sunday A recession is declared after 
was a "one In four" two consecutive quarters of 
®* nce that the British econo- negative growth. 

^ would fall into recession In The calls for Interest rate 
rst half of this year. cuts have been loudest from 

fge, who is under Intense manufacturing industry, which 
“re from Industry and has been hit by the economic 
to continue cutting slowdown in Asia and is sad- 
^^Interest rates in order to died with a strong pound which 
refuser econom ' c growth, damages Its export capability, 
relhien ^ ^ ^' S ^ ears would George said he could offer little 
^ ® upcoming decl- comfort in the short term to 

0 “ntral bank, the exporter faced with such 

mjl[. monetfl ry policy com- problems. 

T , nieet5on Wednesday. “He's having a very tough 

| r 11 lm Pfying. anything time, there is little I can do 
ckoftn * 7 ' 10VV ^e world is about that," he said, “j could 

mpared w b at seek t0 caw his pain but only 

^iheBRr ^ 0 far '" George • by giving him an, aspirin, apd 
tylnfo - roe chances are actually the underlying ; pai(f 
Ur l " at we see a tech- would be a lot. worse lat^r on if 


A recession is declared after 
two consecutive quarters of 
negative growth. 

The calls for Interest rate 
cuts have been loudest from 
manufacturing industry, which 
has been hit by the economic 
slowdown in Asia and is sad- 
dled with a strong pound which 
damages Its export capability. 
George said he could offer little 
comfort In the short term to 
the exporter faced with such 
problems. 

"He's having a very tough 
time, there is little I can do . 
about thai," he said, “j could 
seek to ease his pain but only 


«-w»C chances ^ 

u r that we see a tech- 


I did." Tlie governor predicted 
a mixed picture for the British 
economy over the next two 
years. 

"I think there will be very lit- 
tle growth In the overall econo- 
my over the next few mouths, 
first half of the year. 1 think that 
there is a possibility that we 
should actually see negative 
growth during that period. "1 
wiliexpect to see the economy 
begin to pick up speed in the 
later part of this year and by 
the mld«jie' of next year It will 
be back to its trend rate of 
growth or a; bit above." • ? 

He said If there 1 were a recesr. 
.siqn It woqid be- u sh 0 rt'lived , ^ 
^Compared with the; deep, eco- ' 
: norirtic ; troughs of; the' 'early, 
li^Os br 1 990s. • -9 V' 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Australia's trade deficit blew 
out to a record level in January as the Asian finan- 
cial crisis continued to undermine demand in crit- 
ical export markets, according to figures released 
Monday. But economists seemed unperturbed, 
that's the inevitable price you pay when your 
economy's booming and the rest of the world 
can't afford your goods, they said. The record 1.38 
billion Australian (855.6 million US) dollar deficit 
was worse than expected. Economists had pre- 
dicted a deterioration in the gap between imports 
and exports to around 800 million dollars from , 
December’s 508 million deficit. 

But the problem, economists said k wap simply 
that while Australia's economy performed at °dds 
with the rest, of the vjrorid in its current boom ' 
there Was likely to be more demand for imports 
from, flush ;.AUstraflah consumers ' than for v 
Australian goods. overseas. - ,. 

^There - may be : ftiiich- hdnd-wrlnging over the; 
"record trade deficit/ Colonial State Barik chLef ; 
economist Craigjaipes said. "But it is an Inevitable : * 
result of AustralfalS . sui^ess in a depressed; wbrjd 




economy." "Commodity prices are low and 
Australia's trading partners are demanding less of 
our goods. At the same time, Australian business- 
es and consumers are more confident and have 
higher Incomes with which to buy foreign goods." 
That argument seemed to be backed by official fig- 
ures. The Australian Bureau of Statistics said the 
'value of Australia's exports fell five percent to 9.03 
billion dollars in January while imports rose four 
percent to 10.41 billion dollars. 

Higher trade. deficits, James said, were the price' 
booming economies like those In Australia and the . 

US had to pay in the current environment- -The 
trade deficit was expected to cause little concern ■ 
to the Reserve Bajik of Australia's board as it pre- 
pared for its monthly meeting Tuesday., Bankers. 
TYust economist Chris Gatan'sajd tire eenttaj bank . 
had 'expressed Worries In the past' over albalfoon- .; 
ingof Australia's current ‘account deficit and the 
■ trade figure^ released Monday indicated it had 
some basis, fat that Concem. But dje data also| 
added; to the case against a cut in official interest ... 
; rates jjithej short 'tecre* Caton said. 'j.; l . 
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THE MAGICAL MYTH ABOUT TESTS: PART TWO 

(A mREB-f^SEmaNREDSmvGAND PRmMVFOR ismBK) 

by Rebecca 5. Carter 
Al-Mnshrek Inti School 


O nce we all realize that one particular test does not 
determine our enrire future, we cannot simply sit back 
and relax and hope for the best. Another part of that 
magical myth about tests is that we think we can wait untii the 
night before our exam and cram all of that information in one 
evening. Doing well on tests begins the first day of class. 
Preparation must begin early, and the earlier the better. Much 
of whar we learn does nor come from studying the information 
in 'the traditional manner, but from allowing the information to 
run through our mind Tram the first day of the course. Time 
management is the key. 

The three R's should come into play on a daily basis: Read, 
Repeat, Review, Read the information given, even if you have 
already read it in class. This will reinforce the information in 
your mind allowing ample time for all the facts to join togeth- 
er. Second, repeat the main points of what you have just read 
out loud. The fast of the three R's is the most important: 
review. Review sessions fall into three categories: daily 
reviews, weekly reviews and. principal reviews. 

Daily reviews should be done as often as possible through- 
out the course of the day. Review your notes immediately after 
class. Keep them handy so that any time you have a few min- 
utes you can review your notes. You will be amazed how well 
this works! The use of flash cards is especially helpful for this 
purpose. Not only are you reviewing the information as you 
transfer it onto the notecards, but you will find it easy to keep | 
them in your pocket for a quick peek at any time during the 
day. You can use them for definitions, dates, formulas and key 
words as well. Daily reviews do not take much time, but should 
be done several times during the course of the day. 

The type of review that should be conducted on a weekly 
basis takes more time and should be structured to fit your own 
learning style. Spend a minimum of one hour per week on each 
subject. You can use your flashcards during this session also, 
but more time should be, spent on die details or the informa- 
tion and understanding hypotheses and theories. Review all of 
the assigned reading and all class notes. At the end of each ses- 
sion, make a summary of the material you covered to put 
everything in a logical perspective. 

Principal reviews should begin approximately a week prior 
to final exams or other primary exams. These reviews should 
last anywhere form two to four hoUrs. However, keep In mind 
that a person's effectiveness and study efficiency begins to 
wane after about an hour so allow time for short breaks to 
refresh yourself and give your brain a break. Begin these types 
of reviews with the subjects you find most difficult so that your 
level of concentration is at its peak. 

Managing your review time well in all three categories is the ■ 
most powerful weapon you have to fight the myth about tak- 
ing tests and prepare yourself. Create a system that works for 
you and your lifestyle. Making n, checklist at beginning of each, 
term and each unit will assist you in your test preparation and 
enable you to be certain you didn't forget any necessary infor- 
mation. You can add to it as the course progresses and cross 
off Items after you review them. 

By using the methods above, you will increase your confi- 
dence and decrease The amount of distress you feel before a 
test allowing for better and more accurate test results. 





DOES PLAY 
PROMOTE COGNITIVE 
DEVELOPMENT? 


Experts sav comforter; 


Y our child's old cot blanket may look just 
like a worn out rag, but to your child it 
is a precious object which pro- >:■ 
vides security and comfort., 

Vyhether it's a teddy, old i ' 

: bfanket or their thumb, £ ’. ;. r , 

most children have a ■ V 
comforter of som • • ■’/ 'i/-'..' .■ 




Whatever the age, there's no harm in letting 
rssumf ■ your child 


-J - ■ . 




. 1 

< i ' 




‘ •• 


■ n* reason ' ;■ afovifW 

children tend • • 

suck on i 

thumbs is that • 

find the action 

calming. N ' 

babies leam to sl • -V 

themselves to sleej. 

very early on. v 

As your babies . • 

approach Their first birthday, \ ■ 

they begin to understand that you i . 
can't always be around. In this case, the - . 
child starts looking for substitutes for company 
such as a teddy or doll. 

As the child gets older, you may find that the 
need to carry teddies and blankets diminishes. 
This may be due to the fact that when a child 
starts going to schooi they grow seif conscious 
and don’t want to do anything that the other 
kids will laugh at. 


enjoy their com- j. 

forters as long as they don’t get in the way. 

Although you may feel it's unhygienic to , 
clutch a dirty old piece of blanket and the 
thought of your child growing up with thumb 
in mouth may annoy you, as long as they are 
happy, neither will do any harm. 


SAFETY WATCH EARLY 
FOR YOUR KIDS! 


More than 100 children are ktllad 
and thousands ln|ured on Iho roads 
every year, so It's never too early to 
■tart teaching your kids the basic 
rules of read safety. 

The most vulnerable age group is 
12-18, but your child Is at risk from 
the time he can walk. It's never too 
early te start teaching Mm abaul 


road safety and you enn start while 
he Is still In his pushchair. 

By talking to your child about cars, 
buses and traffic you can start mak- 
ing him aware of read safety from 
as early as 12 te IB months. 
Explaining to him hew pedestrian 
crossings work is very essential. 
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Therefore, some psycholo- 
gists believe that one reason 
many lower-class children have 
learning problems after they 
enter school is that their play 
experiences have been less fre- 
quent. less complex and less 
varied than those of most mid- 
dle-class children. 

If play is important for full 
intellectual development, the 
introduction and stimulation of 
play may be one means of pro- 
moting cognitive development. 

Since play involves verbal 
stimulation between mother 
and child which leads to pro- 


moting children's cognitive 
development. The beneficial 
effects of play are attributed 
more to this feature of playl 
than co the toys alone. 

Although certain studies 
show that toys can be used 
effectively in combination with 
parents, teachers, or television 
programs to promote children's 
development, there is little 
evidence that the availability 
of toys alone contributes to 
the cognitive or social devel- 
opment of disadvantaged 
children. 
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V believed that Intelligence 
*3 be measured in 
created scales to 
gence In the hope that *** 
predict intelligence when«ie< 


popular hypothesis in 
developmental psycholo- 
ts that play facilitates 
intellectual development. The 
evidence of rliis claim comes 
from studies showing that chil- 
dren who have no toys and lit- 
tle opportunity to play with 
other children lag behind their 
mates in cognitive develop- 
ment. 

Moreover, children from eco- 
nomically disadvantaged fami- 
lies appear to engage in less 
pretend play at nursery school 
than middle-class children do. 
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You are more likely to pile on 
the weight if you do that is 
more likely. That’s because 
you will feel so hungry by 
mid-day that you may resort 
to fattening quick foods such 
as donuts, biscuits or the like. 
Also, digestion uses energy 
and makes us burn more fat. 
That is why nutritionists, rec- 
ommend eating small amounts 
of food regularly. 

More is the (act, that skipping 
breakfast causes irritability 
and headaches. Studies show 
that children who go to 
school on an empty stomach 
perform less academically. „ 


Health edito 


To combat such an effect, 
your best method is to boost 
your metabolism with exer- 
cise and a proper diet. You 
should aim to Increase your 
activity levels everyday and do 
20 minutes of sustained exer- 
cise at least three times a 
week. 
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gy, fill you up and contain vit- 
amins and minerals (including 
B vitamins, calcium and iron) 
and are an essential part of a 
well-balanced diet. 


Following a strict, calorie-con- 
trolled diet is one route to 
weight loss, but it is by no 
means the best way. 

Rapid weight loss causes a 
severe drop in metabolism 
(the rate at which your body 
bums what you eat or drink). 
Tills makes your body less 
efficient at burning calories. 
So you’re not really helping 
your situation by starving 
yourself on crash diets. 


Low fat doesn't mean low 
calories. It is the amount of 
calories you eat per day that is 
important in determining how 
much weight you lose. 

Even low fat foods, eaten to 
excess, won’t prevent weight 
gain. Therefore, if you indulge 
in a low fat bag of chips in 
addition to your regular 
meals, you will be eating 
more calories than your 
body needs and you will put 
on weight. 

Furthermore, it has been 
found that people subcon- 
sciously eat more when hav- 
ing low fat foods because 
they believe they are not fat- 
tening. The trick is to watch 
what you eat and be careful 
of the quantities. 

MsjMl 


Hie time of day you eat has 
no effect on what happens to 
the calories. If you have your 
main ’meal very late in the 
evening, but haven't con- 
sumed excess calories during 
the day, there is no more rea- 
son for it to appear around 
your waistline than if you had 
eaten it earlier. 
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The idea that potatoes, rice 
and bread are fattening is 
false. All they do is give ener- 


fed HMX& Ml 


This diet has only found food 
success because it offers a 
strict diet that is low in caloric 
intake. 

Actually, keeping protein and 
carbohydrates apart goes 
against ail the rules of healthy 
eating. Carbohydrates, in 
truth, contain vitamin B, that 
help the body utilize the 
amino acids in proteins. 

IMMl 

It is true that fat contains a lot 
of calories (1 gram of fat gives 
off 9 calories), but that doesn’t 
mean you should avoid them 
completely. 

But. food experts recommend 
that no more than 35 percent 
of calorics should come from 
Tat and they do have to be 
included because they are a 
good source of the soluble vit- 
amins A. D and E. 
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linking high alcohol intake 
with some cancers, notably of 
the liver, mouth, esophagus 
and breast. 

jy«#!.0L 


Animal fats and certain other 
saturated fats, such as coconut 
and palm oil, aren’t more fat- 
tening than vegetable oils, but 
they are more damaging to 
your health. 

Saturated fat raises blood 
cholesterol levels and the risk 
of coronary heart disease, as 
well as some cancers. 
Monounsaturated fats, such 
as olive oil, or polyunsaturat- 
ed fats, such as sunflower oil, 
won't have such a detrimental 
effect on your heart, but they 
contain just as many calories. 
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There Is some evidence that a 
little alcohol can help to pre- 
vent atherosclerosis (thicken- 
ing and hardening of the 
arteries), but there is still con- 
siderable debate ns to what 
constitutes a "little”. 

There is also some evidence 
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Not truel People often 
underestimate the amount 
they eat. They forget the 
food they snacked on while 
they were cooking for exam- 
ple, or the handful of bis- 
cuits they ate while on the 
phone. All these add up to 
an astonishing amount of 
calories chat lead you to 
gain weight. 

But, do check with your doc- 
cor if you really are warching 
what you eat and still not 
losing the weight you want. 
He may be able to detect 
that your thyroid is underac- 
tive and will offer you the 
proper medication. 


NEW SUPPLEMENT 

FOR SMOKERS 
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infection can be 
I! 1 found, in cats’ faeces, 
r.intfflsl^d fruit and veg- 
d?bfei: under-cooked meat 
ard-ftiifatninared soil. It can 
caukmiscarriage, brain dam- 
age,'' blindness and other 
prtjbjWris Itiunbom babies. 

To pfttect your baby, It is 
advisable you eat only 
thoWjghly Cooked meat. You 
should also- make sure that 


•Itllt 


you keep pet bowls away 
from dishes at all times. 

Never play witli stray cats 
since you never can be sure 
that they arc clean and don’t 
let them lick your face. 

Always make sure that 
you wash your hands, uten- 
sils and work surfaces after 
preparing meat, gardening, 
washing fruits and vegeta- 
bles and handling cats. 





WELLINGTON (AFP) — A sev- 
enth New Zealand woman 
died and another was left 
severely brain-damaged after 
taking "third generation” con- 
traceptive pills, a report said 
Sunday. 

The seven deaths have 
occurred since 1993, five in 
the pasr two years and after 
women in Britain were 
advised to change brands fol- 
lowing studies published in 
the Lancet medical journal 
found the pills doubled the 
risk of blood clots in the leg 
which could carry to the 
lungs. 

The women, aged between 
19 and 32, died after develop- 
Hood clots while taking 
to Marvelon, Merciion, 
Minulet or Femodene pills. 

The seventh woman died 
ktyear and another suffered 
1 heart attack about two 
y<ars ago as a result of a 
1)10011 dot and suffered 
lfvwe brain-damage, the 
^Star-Times reported. 
Ito health ministry 
aunched an information hot- 
** SuiM,a y in response to 
of the seventh death. 

^ Women’s Health 
executive director 


Sandra Coney said the min- 
istry should hold an urgent 
meeting, of its Medicines 
Adverse Reaction Committee. 

In 1996 the committee 
gave stronger advice about 
the contraceptive brands than 
the ministry followed, she 
said. 

“At the very least. 1 would 
like to see them reinforce that 
original advice, which was 
that other sorts of oral con- 
traceptives should be pre- 
scribed ahead of third genera- 
tion pills." Coney added, say- 
ing news of the latest casual- 
ties came only because of 
publicity surrounding the 
other deaths. 

"It makes you wonder how 
many other unreported cases 
there are and that this situa- 
tion may be worse than we 
even know now." 

Health ministry officials 
were playing down the latest 
reports, the Star-Times said. 

Ministry senior medical 
advisor Stewart Jessamine 
said M tlie deaths are unfortu- 
nate and tragic, but with the 
third generation pills deaths 
are expected.” 

He said the ministry had 


commissioned a study on the I 
deaths, due to be finished in 
about six months. 

Coney said phone calls and 
letters to Women’s Health 
Action from women wanting 
information about the pills 
showed they either hadn’t 
been warned of the risks or 
risks were presented in a cur- 
sory fashion, she said. 

New Zealand has the high- 
est rate in the world of 
women on third generation 
pills — the result, Coney 
claims, of a too-dose relation- 
ship between medical author- 
ities and drug companies in 
the country. 

In Australia, only five per- 
cent of oral contraceptive 
users were using the suspect 
pills. 

"It’s veiy curious that in a veiy 
short time we ended up in this 
situation and you can only say 
someone did a very good mar- 
keting job." 

Coney said the hotline was 
very important, but with about 
175.000 women on the pills, 75- 
BO |jercent of nil women taking 
oral contraceptives. It must have 
been advertised, so tliey knew it 
existed. 


PROTECT your knees 


Vi! be prone to knee 
I njuries while ovulating. 

HriSgm J * ! "’ rchers 
wntF : ,th . sports medicine 
the University P F 

faft* * women who 
tom knee 
51 ovuUrt' f ° Und that ^hien 

^counter a high 
tofore kydi right 

crujeji a ! ion ' lhis su rge 

^ E "ing of muscle llg- 


Therefore, for women 
who suffer any form of 
knee Injury, they should 
be particularly . careful 
while exercising during 
ovulation. They shod# 
wear knee sleeves, avail- 
able at drugstores. 

Oral contraceptive users 
Whose estrogen levels' 
don’t peak mldgrcle, are 
not at an increased risk,’ 
of ligament damage. ' 


JAPAN 
READIES FOR 
HISTORIC 
ORGAN 
TRANSPLANT 


TOKYO (R) ^-Japanese dqctors 
prepared on Sunday to cany 
out the nation's first heart trans- 
plant in 31 years. 

Hundreds of repeaters wait- 
ed outside Kochi Red Cross 
Hospital, around 600 km South- 
West of Tokyo, where the 
potential donor, a 44-year-old 
woman, lies in a coma after suf- 
fering a cerebral hemorrhage. 

She will become die nation's 
first organ donor legally defined 
as brain dead under a 1997 law. 

Medical teams dispatched by 
die Japan Organ Transplant 
Network are waiting to receive 
the donor’s heart, lungs, liver 
and kidneys which will be 
quickly transplanted in recipi- 
ents selected by the organiza- 
tion, the Health and Welfare 
ministry said. 

The woman was declared 
clinically brain dead, ministry 
officials said on Sunday, adding 
that her family gave consent for 
die organ donation. 

Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi 
expressed his gradtude for tire 
organ donor and her family. 

“I want to drank die donor 
and Iter family and would like to 
join the people in praying for 
the successful transplantation 
of organs provided by tlie 
donor," Obuchi said in a state- 
ment. 

The 1997 organ transplant 
law, passed after years of 
debate on the subject of brain 
dead) and organ transplants, 
States that an unequivocal 
statement expressing one's 
wish' to donate organs wpliki 
be necessary before organ 
extraction could be. carried out 

TTie latv puts Japan on par 
with die rest of the Worid's 
advanced industrialized nations 
that allow organ transplants 
from brain dead donors. ' ... " * 
... far decades,, there has been 

running .public idebate; jiv 
jjjiptei PV? denth ■ . 
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DEAR DR- GOTT I am writing to 
you in desperation. I’ve been to 
eight different doctors and no one 
can lielp mo. I periodically develop 
a sore tiiroat and swollen glands in 
my neck. A few days later, my 
breath becomes fetid: I can smell 
how bad ft is and so can those 
around me. What is my problem? 
DEAR READER: Rom your brief 
description, I conclude that you 
are suffering from recurrent ton- 
sillitis, perhaps even tonsillar 
abscesses. 

Tlie tonsils are paired lymph 
glands hi die back of the throat. 
Their function is to trap and 
identify any infectious agents 
tliat enter the body during respi- 
ration. When die tonsils do their 
job properly, diey can become 
infected, swollen and painful. 
White spots ur pus may appear 
on diem and die secondary 
lymph nodes in die neck also 
enlaige to combat the infection. 
In its classic Form, tonsillitis is 
easy to diagnose. 

However, in some people, tlie 
infection may be hidden on die 
backside of the tonsils. This 
a llllction is mac challenging to 
diagnose and treat because it is 
much less obvious. Ybr it causes 
die very symptoms you experi- 
ence. 

In my opinion, you are a candi- 
date for tonsillectomy, a simple 
operation to remove the offend- 
ing glands. \ urge you to see an 
ear-nose-and- throat special- 
ist, especially at the times that 
you are most uncomfortable. I'd 
be surprised if the specialist, 
using sophisticated equipment, 
failed to discover that you do, 
indeed, need surgery. 

• DEAR DR. GOTT: My niece 
recently moved south and some- 
how contracted liepatitls. Site says 
she's not contagious. One of her 
friends prescribed the folk) wing 
treatment Drink lots of fluids, get 
more rest and eat a pound of 
sugar a day for two months. The 
first two suggestions sound rea- 
sonable but the diirri idea sounds 
crazy. What do you think? 

DEAR READER: I think it sounds 
crazy. Hepatitis is an Inflamma- 
tion in the liver, usually caused 
by viruses. Yfeats ago, doctors 
used to prescribe- a high-sugar 
diet because hepatitis patients 
lost thdr i appetites and their 
caloric needs were not met by 
ordlnaiy meals, HoWevei; no 
one . even Mike TVsonon a good 
day , could consume a pound of 
sugar. daily.'! agree that fluids 
and rest are appropriate, i Sug- 
gest that your rued-' follow 
insductioris given by a doctor.: 
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'LIGHTS 

CAMERA 

ACTION' 

VIDEO CONFERENCING 
AS AN EXECUTIVE 
PRIVILEGE 


LARA'S TOUGHEST 


F ew Inventions are less 
welcome than the video 
telephone. Tor obvious 
reasons. We have all had 
phone conversations in which 
we were deeply grateful that 
the person at the other end of 
the line could not see us. But 
technology does not develop 
along democratic lines. The 
video telephone is here to 
stay and it is, according to 
one senior personal assistant 
(PA), hin. 

Chris Boylin is PA to Peter 
Hair, chairman of British pub- 
lic relations company 
Countrywide Porter Novelli, 
and she is involved in setting 
up video conferences. “You do 
feel self-conscious at first," 
she admits, but she believes 
face-to-face calls help to build 
relationships. H 1 can talk to 
someone I’ll never meet," 
Boylin points out, "but thanks 
to the video telephone, I fee] I 
know them." 

The technology is not per- 
fect. There. Is a 
slight delay and If 
you speak when 
somebody else is talking, you 
cut them out. "It's like making 
an international call," Boylin 
explains, but because you can 
actually see the person you 
are talking to, "It is Far more 
comfortable than an ordinary 
conference call and so can go 
on longer." 

The bulk of the 8,000 video 
conference calls the Royal 
Bank of Scotland makes annu- 
ally are between managers in 
the UK holding virtual meet- 
ings. 

"It's cost-effective,' 1 says 
George Clarke, the bank's 
telecommunications service 
manager. The bank organizes 
, calls through its own swltcb- 
1 Ing system, on a network sup- 
plied by BT Scotland, which 
means there is no pay-per- 
minute charge, so it is much 
cheaper than if* participants 
were to meet ■ somewhere 
mutually convenient. It Is 
much more flexible, too: the 
bank's managers currently 


have a twice- weekly meeting 
with a jersey bank, for exam- 
ple, which would be possible 
only once a week If either 
party had to travel. 

At present, video conferenc- 
ing is used mainly by senior 
executives but It Is making its 
way down the organizational 
ladder, helped in part -by the 
fact that it is getting easier to 
set up. "When the equipment 
was invented, it needed par- 
ticular conditions," Clarke 
explains. The newest technol- 
ogy can be set up In a meeting 
room; it no longer requires a 
dedicated studio. And It's reli- 
able, too; "It's getting to the 
stage when it is more of a sur- 
prise if it doesn't work than if 
It does." 

Improvements are still 
being made and future gener- 
ations may be closer than we 
imagine. Last month, 
Microsoft: made a S5G0 mil- 
lion investment in British 
cable company NTL 

its object Is to 
provide a much 
broader band- 
width {i.e. capacity for putting 
more over a telephone system 
at the same time) for NTL’s 
customers. In theory, this 
could create the space for PCs 
to have video attachment!; 
and make video calls as com- 
monplace as e-mails. 

Meanwhile, for the PA, 
video conferencing brings in a 
new dimension of diary man- 
agement. Even if most video 
conferences take place on a 
regular basis, it Is vital that 
the right meeting room is 
available at the right time. 
Then there is the matter of 
protocol: "You have' to decide 
who is going to pay," Boylin 
’ say s. 

A couple of years ago, 
Internet access was an execu- 
tive privilege. Now many. 
Internet projects are being 
organized by PAs. It could, 
soon be the case that the 
phrase "Lights, camera, 
action” becomes part of 
everyday office vocabulary. 
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Sure, Britain's great of 
Inventing computer pmies. 
But beHswtag that the tal- 
ent wM bring clout h the 

gwM wcwBsainEy m 
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The Jungle's quiet. Tbo quiet. The 
young woman in the tight aqua tank 
top and combat shorts skids down 
the slope to die sound of her own 
breathing, the odd bind call and the 
rustle of palms. She is, of course, 
Lara Croft, the lace - and, let's be 
frank here, chest - that laundied 15 
million copies of the Ibmb Raider 
videogame series. As the 
videogame indusoys first global 
superstar, site's doing for her busi- 
ness a bit of what the Beatles did for 
theirs. Illinois grandmothers still 
searching for the "start" button on 
their computers have heard of Lata. 
She's Inspired a cybemovel, hun- 
dreds of magazine covers, thou- 
sands of Web sites and countless 
male fantasies- Come next yeac 
shell have her own fcuamount 
Pictures live-action movie, pro- 
duced by the Die Hard" team. In 
three games, she's done everything 
from facing tigers on the Great lAbll 
of China to back-flipping her way 
through ky Antarctic waters to 
using her Uad on scumbags in the 
- Nevada desert. 

Her greatest challenge, however, 
lies ahead — not In a mined temple, 
but in the fast-changing global mar- 
ketplace. Can Lara Croft lead Britain 
into prominence in the 21 st-centuiy 
information economy? Last foil 
Britain's minister of SdencO, Lord 
SainsburyofUirvifle, issued the call. 
In a speech called "Science and the 
Knowledge Economy" he tapped 
the daughter of Lord Henshingly 
Croft as Britain's "ambassador for 
British scientific excellence," who 
would help spread the message 
"that we are still a force to be rrek- 
' oned whli." And while tiwt may 
seem a lot to ask of someone who's 
merely a collection of 586 polygons, 
the minister Isn't entirety olf his 
rocker. Tomb Raider, along with 
other hit tides such as Goldeneye 
and Grand Theft Auto, Is proof pos- 
itive of Britain's flair for creating 
these high-tech amusements, tiie 
fastest-growing segment of die 


entertainment industry. Analysts 
reckoned 1998 would be a banner 
year if the British video -and -com- 
puter-game industry's sales hit 1 bil- 
lion pounds. Lara (who returned in 
Tomb Raider III in November) and 
her pals brought Itome \2 billion 
pounds. Tiro industry showed a 
positive trade balance In 1998 of 
250 million pounds, for outshining 
the British film and television busi- 
ness, which in 1996 had a defidt of 
more than 190 million pounds. 
"Last year was a tremendous mile- 
stone In the history of our industry” 
says Roger Bennett, director-gener- 
al of the European Leisure Software 
Publishers Association (ELSB\). 

With that kind of momentum 
behind her — not to mention her 
expertise in archeology and her 
sweet touch with an M-16 - you 
might think Lara would be report- 
ing back to Lord Sainsbmy in a few 
weeks with the treasure in the bag. 
Alas, the truth Is she's probably 
overmatched this time. The reasons 
are rooted partly in the game Indus- 
try itself but, more profoundly in 
British business culture. How can it 
be that Cambridge alone boasts 
more than 1,100 liigh-tech Aims, 
yet Britain has no company compa- 
rable to SAP, tiro German software 
giant? It’s a question Lara can help 
to answer. 

The worldwide game market — 
which indudes both computer and 
videogames — has doubled in tiro 
last three years. It has morphed 
from a nidro business for teen-age 
boys and hard-core gamers into an 
industry that moved SI 5 billion 
worth of software In 1998, accord- 
ing to tiro Interactive Digital 
Software Assodation. Key to this 
growth were tiro mtroductions of 
two consoles: Sony's PlayStation in 
1994 and Nintendo’s N64 two years 
later. And key to tiro more than 50 
million PlayStations sold, say folks at 
Sony UK is Lara Croft, wiro comes 
in a PC version but looks downright 
dazzling on the dedicated console. 

Besides having been developed 
by a British shop (Gore), Tbmb 
Raider is also distributed by one. 
But In tills Itfs an exception. Most of 
Britain's games talent Is clustered 
not in liardware, not in publishing 
and distribution, but In tiro creative 


— which is to say, cottage-industry 
— end of tiro business. So while 
England's hundreds of small devel- 
opment companies are great at 
thinking up games, they almost 
always need American or Japanese 
capital to develop them and sell 
tirom to tiro rest of tiro world. The 
biggest names in game publishing, 
sudr as Electronic Arts, GT 
interactive, Sony and Nintendo, are 
American or Japanese. Of tiro 18 
leadiiig global publishers, only three 
are European, and only one — 
Eidos, whldi publishes Tomb Raider 
— is British, it was tiro British devek 
oper-pubiislror Rare that built 
Goldeneye, the Bond multiplayer 
hit, but the Japanese company 
Nintendo tiiat sold it. Tiro global hit 
Theme Park was dreamed up in 
Britain but made a Irousehold word 
by the American giant Electronic 
Arts. "British people tend to be 
good at creative things," observes 
Demis Hassabis, managing director 
of the game developer Elixir 
Studios. “But they don't think glob- 
ally and they're not that ambitious." 

That will mean less and less dout 
for the Brits in the years to come. 
With tiro advances in software and 



customer sophistication, game 
development is getting to be a hard- 
er maiket to get started ire four or 
five years ago, developing a game 
cost about 40000 pounds. Now 
tiiat customers want 3-D graphics, 
sophisticated story lines and haunt- 
ing scores with CD-qualhy sound, 
developing a game turn about 1 
million pounds. "The weak link in 
the British games industiy is being 
able to find investment for produc- 
ing the software," says Bennett. 
"While llrorc are some smaller pub- 
lishers who are willing to pay, it's 
more often the mqjor multination- 
als who me eager 1 to make that 
investment." 

Like many moody teen-agers, tiro 
British game industry claims It's 
deeply misunderstood. In the Oly 
of London, dial’s partly tnie. Only 
six game publishers have managed 


to go public, and they say Wary, 
watchers, are routinely udend 
ued. According to Nick Qbson,a 
game analyst at Durtocher Res«wh, 
those four trade at humble mfc 
pics of around 15 times eamings- 
whereas European and Amelia 
game companies are valued mw 
highly. British game executives % 
tlrot would-be backere simply don) 
Iwve enough information tat ' 
what they're missing, because wiy 
few City firms even have game ana- 
lysts. Throw in Britain's notoriously 
conservative investment cukue, 
wlrore the mode and the style of 
venture capital that helped Ixdd 
Silicon Wiley is largely absent, ami 
the gamers have a real problem. 
Even the British government 
acknowledges as much, in a 1998 
official paper on competithms 
from the Department of Hade and 
Industiy. "In the U.S., entrepreneur- 
ship is widespread because entre- 
preneurs are highly regarded and 
well rewarded," the summary bald- 
ly states. "In tiro UK, entrepreneur 
are still too often viewed as maver 
leks." 

But even outside Britan, the 
computer-and-videogame industry 
has been hard-wired with do! 
lenges. The short shelf life fix soft- 
ware and limited life span for hard- 
ware make it a volatile busnea. 
Add in the foct that it’s a ohm 
industry, with millions ridtg m 
long-haired developers meeting 
production schedules and dip 
dates, and you've got kiwan 
spooked. "People don’t understand 
tiiis industry" says Douglas 
Lowenstein, president of die US- 
based Interactive Digital Software 
Association. "It's sometimes seen as 
enteitainmem, sometimes seenasa 
toy business and sometimes seen as 
a kids' Industiy" 

In Britain, the pinstripeismayw 
nervous partly because d »3 
remember tiro industry’s gnn0 
roots. Hie nation's game Wu®y 
was bom In thousands oft«MS s 
bedrooms hi tiro early '80s. 0,1 J* 
generation home computers, w 

mosdy boys— would 

own gomes and hawk them n® 
sdioolyairi. One Industry ^ 
JefT Mlnter, would sometimes 

away hb games, whidi InvanaUf 
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featured Hamas, camels or slicep. 
C« a few old-timers together and 
dieyHwax on about Mlnter classics 
Ute Mega-galactic Llamas at tiro 
Edge of Time. Indeed, up to about 
1994, tiro "industry" seemed little 
more dian a group of guys who sat 
around computers by day and the 
local pub by night. "One night I 
Joked that somebody was going to 
come along— I just said ' Sony' — 
and say 'Here's 5 million pounds. 
Now piss off" recalls Paul Franklin, 
who worked at Psygnosis, a small 
company based in an old ware- 
house on the Liverpool docks in die 
sidy 90s. The whole table laughed. 
Six months later Sony bought 
tygnsis. The day a Sony executive 
was due to fly to Liverpool to check 
out the compary cleaners came In 
to make the place presentable, 
lifting one trash can, they found 
maggots, 

The structure of the develop- 
ment side of the game business can 
bejust as messy. Teams ordesigners 
come together, design a game, then 
spfitup and move on to form other 
teams. "Nonconformity is tiro name 
of the game," says Roger Bennett. 
And a touch of nonconformity, real- 
ize die b(g Industry publishers, is 
wtat makes for hot games. Though 
Sony has its own in-house develop- 
ment teams, It buys most of its 
grow from Independent develop- 
as. Says Chris Deeding, president 
of Sony Computer Entertainment 
firopelfwe compete too aggres- 
meiy with the independents, it can 
bun creativity" 

But these days, lade of funding 
tan hurt just as mudi. One of 
Wtain's hot young development 
“mpanies Is Elixir Studios, the 
dgto-month-old outfit tun by 
kmfa Hassabis. \bu’d think that 
Has ®Ws— a child dross prodigy a 
ctKrfStof of the hit game Theme 

Wtwhen lie was only 16 and a top 
graduate of Cambridge - 


would want to make. Wlien he 
to start a company lie 
■"pstj would become one of tiro 
VVDrid s top game developers In four 
he wrote to 3 1 British venture 
J* 8, He Sot meetings with 
"V four. 'As soon as they heard 
® mputer games, they switched 


off," says Hassabis. Luckily, Eidos 
came up with die money, giving 
Elixir a three-game contract. 

Eidos, of course, is the great 
British success story — most of 
which, at the moment, it owes to 
Lara Croft. With aD three Tomb 
Raider games still among the top six 
sellers in Europe lastyear, Lara Croft 
was responsible for a Irefty chunk of 
Eidos' 137 million pound turnover 
in 1998. Greater industry consolida- 
tion, analysts say means tiiat tile 
British industry needs more sudi 
hits, which will enable companies 
to grow large enough to make their 
own way in the world. "British 
games developers are still very vul- 
nerable to takeovers from the big 
boys in America," observes 
Screen Digest's Beil Keen, who last 
year produced tiro industry's first 
report for ELSRA. Gremlin, one of 
Britain's oldest game companies, 
for example, has pur itself on the 
market, and is being looked at 
dosety by multinationals. Erdos' 
own strategy seems to focus on 
development rather than distribu- 
tion, which sets it apart from many 
of its French and American counter- 
parts, wiiidi tend to focus on mar- 
keting. According to Eidos chief 
operating officer Michael McGarvey, 
tiro company hopes that in die next 
12 months new games will enable it 
to reduce is reliance on Tomb 
Raider to the point where die game 
provides about a diind of revenues. 

A little less prominence for Lara 
may actually suit her creators. The 
folks at Core Design are already 
ambivalent about her becoming an 
icon for the grown-upgames Indus- 
try. Particularly in Europe, where die 
target audience remains hard-core 
gamers, tiro company wans Iror to 
retain her cult status. TlieyVe 
turned down offers to stick Lara's 
famous form on snack food and tiro 
sides of buildings, and tireyVc got 
veto power on tiro scrips for die 
Paramount movie. "W? want to 
keep her a bit ofa dark horee," says 
Core Design's Susie Hamilton. A bit 
Hire the British game industry Itself 


By CARLA POWER 


AUSSIE PM TO STICK TO HIS 
GUNS ON Y2K COMPLIANCY 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Australian 
Prime Minister John Howard 
said Monday lie was consider- 
ing spending next New Year's 
Eve on a plane to prove the mil- 
lennium computer bug will not- 
cause the mayhem predicted by 
some. 

The normally caurious 
Howard said he was consider- 
ing the Year 2000 (Y2K) Joyride 
after communications minister 
Richard Alston invited him to 
take to the skies. 

Alston is so confident the 
computer bug will be zapped 
by the end of the year that lie 


has asked Howard to join him 
on a plane trip at the time 
clocks in Australia dick over 
from 1999 to 2000. 

Asked if he was taking up the 
invitation, Howard told 

Bloomberg Television: "If 

Richard deems that necessary, 
well, I'U give it serious consid- 
eration. 

"I've received many Invita- 
tions on New Year's Eve," he 
added. 

Alston's confidence mirrors 
the optimism of British Airways 
officials who have booked seats 
on New Year’s Eve flights, so 


they will be In the air when the 
so-called Y2K computer bug is 
predicted to kick in. 

Chinese' aviation officials 
have also been ordered into the 
air on December 31 to ensure 
their planes' computer systems 
are Y2K-compliant. 

But it puts Alston at odds 
with Australia's own 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
and lYade, which last week 
issued a warning to travellers 
planning holidays around the 
turn of the millennium to be 
prepared for problems. 

The Y2K bug is forecast to 


affect older computers, which 
use only two digits to denote 
years, leading to fears they will 
mistake 00 for 1900 rather than 
2000. 

There are fears that comput- 
er systems around the world 
could come to a halt, affecting a 
host of sectors including avia- 
tion, banking and telecommu- 
nications. 

Australia has been among the 
leading countries in the world 
in the race against time to iden- 
tify potential problems. 


US FOCUSES ON Y2K BILL, EFFECTS 


WASHINGTON (API — With some 300 days left before the new 
millennium, the U.S. Congress is taking a hard look this week 
at the seriousness of the Year 2000 computer problem at 
home and abroad and what can be done to ease social and 
economic disruptions. 

Getting off to a rocky start, lawmakers and the Clinton 
administration clashed Monday over a proposed bill that 
would limit lawsuits filed against companies that don't fix 
their computers before Jan. 1, when the inability of many 
computers to read the 2000 date could cause major disrup- 
tions and breakdowns. 

Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Orrln Hatch, 
Republican author of the bill with Sen. Dianne Feinstein, a 
Democrat, said their legislation "encourages Y2K problem- 
solving, rather than encouraging a rush to the courthouse." 

But the administration, which has succeeded in quashing 
past efforts by the Republicareled Congress to cap punitive 


damages on product liability lawsuits, expressed concern it 
would limit consumers' rights to sue and undercut incentives 
to fix faulty computers. 

"Our preliminary analysis indicates that this biif would be 
by far the most sweeping litigation reform measure ever 
enacted," said Assistant Attorney General Eleanor Acheson in 
testimony before Hatch's committee. 

On Tuesday the full Senate takes up a much less controver- 
sial measure that would set aside about S500 million in Small 
Business Administration loans for businesses trying to repair 
their computer systems. 

The Senate will also release and discuss on Tuesday a major 
report on the effects of the computer bug within the United 
States and abroad. A special Senate panel on the Y2FC problem 
concludes tiiat Americans could face widespread, if generally 
minimal, disruptions in health care, financial services and 
food and energy supplies. 


MISSILE PLOT SUSPECT 
ARRESTED IN LA HEADED TO BOSTON 


BOSTON (R) - A Chinese 
citizen accused of conspir- 
ing to smuggle missile tech- 
nology to China is headed to 
Boston for court action after 
his arrest last week in 
California, US prosecutors 
said on Monday. 

Yao Yi, 33, was arrested 
while attending a fiber 
optics conference in San 
Diegofor alleged violations 
of the Arms Control Export 
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.appreciation 
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Act in b plan to export fiber 
optic gyroscopes from a 
Massachusetts firm to China. 

The gyroscopes can be 
used in missile guidance sys- 
tems and cannot be exported 
from the United States with- 
out a license. 

Federal prosecutors in 
Massachusetts accuse Yao of 
conspiring with a naturalised 
Canadian citizen, Collin Shu, 
according to -papers filed in 
federal court. 

The Massachusetts firm 
was not named in the court 
papers. 

Customs agents arrested 
Shu on Feb, 1 1 after a seven- 
month Investigation. He 
remains In federal custody. 

Yao. waived extradition was 
sent front. San Diego to 
- Boston where he 'will be held . 
awaiting formal !chargesi- 

Yao was attested after Shu 
tried to buy the technology 
used in navigation and guid- 
ance . systems from .- a 
Massachusetts manufacturer 
through an ■ interniedibry 
firm,. which turned-out to be. 


a dummy company set up as 
part of a sting operation by 
the US Customs Service, offi- 
cials said. 

The total value of the order 
exceeded S70,000, court 
papers showed. 

U.S. officials were trying to 
determine whether Yao was 
acting for a Beijing firm 
called' Lions Photonics or 
whether he was trying to buy 
tile gyroscopes on behBlf of 
the Chinese military, US 
Customs Service spokesnton 
Pat Jones said, 

Yao’s arrest coincides with 
US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright's visit to 
Beijing. She arrived in Beijing 
on Monday^ 

Yao first tried to buy the 
gyroscopes in late 1997. on 
behalf of Lion Photonics Inc. 


by an unnamed 

Massachusetts manufacturer. 
Then the gyroscope maker 
received another order for 
the same equipment from 
Micro Techland of Montreal. 

The manufacturer grew 
suspicious and contacted 
Customs, which set up the 
sting operation, according to 
an affidavit. 

Transcripts of recorded 
phone conversation show 
Shu also was interested in 
buying infrared sensors. 

.U.S. Attorney for 
Massachusetts Donald Stern 
said Shu also faces money- 
laundering charges. Similar 
charges are. being. considered 
against Yao, the Custom 
Services, 1 -Jones said, adding 
; the probe was continuing/ 

Shu's lawyer, ; Richard 
Egbert, of Boston, was .not 
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06:00 Wild: The Tortoise 
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The Rain God 
08:00 Rhythms Of Life 
09:00 Tribal Voice 
10:00 Orphans In Paradise 
1 1 :0O Land Of The Anaconda 
12:00 In The Footsteps Of 
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12:30 Out Ol The Stone Age 
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07:00 Market 
Watch 
07:30 Europe Today 
10:00 Market Watch 
15:00 US CNBC Squawk Box 
17:00 US Market Watch 
1B:00 Europe Tonight 
20:30 US Power Lunch 
21 :00 US Street Signs 
23:00 US Market Wrap 
00:00 Europe Tonight(r) 

01:30 NBC Nightly News 
02:00 CNBC Ada Squawk Box 
03:30 US Market Wrap 
04:00 Trading Day 
06:00 US Business Centre(r) 
06:30 Lunch Money 
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09:30 Athletics 
10:30 Nordic Skiing 
1 2:00 Biathlon 
13:00 Football 
14:30 Equestrianism 
15:30 Sladdog 
16:00 Nordic Skiing 
17:00 Biathlon 
18:30 Football 
20:00 Trial 
21:30 Football 
22:00 LIVE Football: UEFA 
Cup 

00:00 Football 
02:00 Four Wheels Drive 
02:30 Close 
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02:00 BBC World News 
02:30 World Living: Earth 
Report 

03:00 BBC World News 
03:30 Asia Today 
03:45 Wortd Business Report 
04:00 BBC Wortd News 
04:30 Asia Today 
04:45 World Buslnesa Report 
05:00 BBC World News 
05:30 Asia Today 
:45 World Business Report 
06:00 BBC World News 
06:30 USA Direct 
07:00 BBC World News 
07:30 World Focus 
08:00 BBC World News 
08:30 World Living 
09:00 BBC World News 
09:30 Hard Talk 
10:00 BBC World News 
10:30 World Focus 
11:00 BBC World News 
11:30 Hard Talk 
12:00 BBC World News 
12:30 World Living 
13:00 The Wortd Today 
14:00 The Wortd Today 
14:30 Wild World 
15:00 BBC World News 
15:15 World Business Report 
16:30 The World Today 
16:30 World Living 
17:00 BBC World News 
17:30 Hard Talk 
18:00 BBC World News 
18:30 Out Ol India 
18:00 BBC Wbcld News 
19:30 World Living 
20:00 The World Today 
21:00 The World Today 
21:30 Hard Talk 
22:00 BBC World News 
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04:00 Blood Moon 
06:00 Goldeneye 
08:00 El Norte 
10:00 Moonwalker 
12:00 Watchers 
14:00 Deceived 
16:00 The Mighty Quinn 
18:00 The Glimmer Man 
20:00 Blood On Her Hands 
22:00 A Fish Called Wanda 
00:00 Light Sleeper 
02:00 A Fish Called Wanda 


04:30 Crook & KVHBIIPI 

Chase 

05:30 Judge 

Judy 

06:00 El In Focus 
07:00 Jeopardy(r) 

07:30 Wheel Of Fortune 
08:00 Hollywood Squares 
08:30 Sally Jessy Reaphael 
09:30 El Uncut 
10:00 The Roaeanne Show 
11:00 Sunshine Cuisine 
11:30 Cooking Secrete Of The 
CIA 

12:00 El News Dally 
12:30 El FYE 

13:00 Regis And Kathy Lee 

14:00 El Behind The Scenes 

14:30 Movie TV 

16:00 Travel Update 

16:30 The View 

16:30 Model TV 

17:00 The Roseanne Show 

18:00 Jeopardy 

10:30 Wheel Of Fortune 

19:00 Hollywood Squares 

19:30 Judge Judy 

20:00 El On Style 

21:00 The Beal Of Extreme 

Close Up 

21:30 EIQ&E 

22:00 Model TV 

22:30 Lata Show With David 

Latterman 

23:30 El News Dally(r) 

00:00 Jerry Springer 
01:00 The Viewer) 


01:00 Attack eUfUfflil 
03:00 Eye Of The Needle 
05:00 Billy Jack 
07:00 Witness For The 
Prosecution 

09:00 Father Of The Bride 
11:00 One Million Years BC 
1 3:00 How The West Was 
Won 

15:00 Giant 
19:00 Carbon Copy 
21:00 Under Fire . ; i ' 


02:00 Lost 
Clvill 2 Htlona 
03:00 Trauma 
04.00 Dtscovory 
Profiles Sorias ' 

05:00 Go For III 
06:00 Ushunia 
07:00 Tho New Explorers 
QB:G0 Travelers 
09:00 Lonely Planet 
1Q.0Q Inntimate Escape 
10:30 Inntimate Escape 
11:00 Eyewitness 
11:30 Spalte 
12:00 Go For II! 

13:00 The New Explorers 
14:00 Travelers 
15:00 Inntlmnle Escapes 
15:30 Inntimate Escapes 
18:00 Ushuaia 
17:00 Lonely Planet 
18:00 The Shark Files 
19:00 ESPU 
19:30 Eyewitness 
20:00 Prolratts 
21:00 Equinox 

22:00 Discovery Profile Serlos 
23:00 Go For III 
00:00 Lonely Planet 
01:00 ESPU 
01:30 Eyewitness 



Adventure 
04:00 Star Trek: The Motion Ptolurs 
08:30 Players 
08:30 Drive 
10:30 Inside Hollywood 
11:00 The Bad News Bears Go To 

12:30 Harold and Maude ■ 

14:00 The One And Ortty 

1 8:00 The Conversation 

18:00 Blue Thunder 

20:00 Inside Hollywood 

20:30 Birthday SuusJon Bori Joyi: 

The Leading Man 

$230 Barb Wire •' ; .. 

00:30 Tom 4 Vtv 


02:00 biar irek-TheNw 
Generation 
03:00 Silk Stalking 
04:00 Trazan 
04:30 Pacific Buie 
05:30 Acapulco Heal 
06:30 Water Rata 
07:30 Pensacola 
08:30 Inside Edition 
09:00 Pacific Blue 
10:00 Early Edition 
11:00 Real TV 
11:30 Acapulco Hsai 
12:30 Inside Edtfon 
13:00 Pensacola 
14:00 Pacific Blue 
15:00 PSI Factor 
18:00 SlarTrak-Ths Next 
Generation 
17:00 Earty EdHlon 
18:00 Real TV 
18:30 Water Rats 
19:30 Cupid 
20:30 Paradox 
21 :30SfU( Slaildng 
22:30 The Premier Match 
00:30 Power 4 Jatport WoMI 
Series 

01:00 Acapulco Heal 


12:00 Home video 
13:15 Moon Lighting 
14:00 Aulomoblle 
14:30 Slgne Future 
18:30 Maple Town 
17:00 Cartoons 
18:00 Fanalll Boya 
18:30 Sludk) Sud 
23:30 Crosawlnda 


06:00 Arabic Vedio- 
07:00 Yan Can Coo* 
14:00 Flash NewaAjve 
15:15Tble-Auto 
16:16 Pino 
20:00 News 
23:30 Movie-House Party 


07i30 Local Nwff 
07:35 Perspectives 


08:00 Link with 

; 'S' 

Ch.l for the News 


10:00 Newiat 1 * 1 
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MARCH THE 2ND 

THE day OF UNDYING l.OY/U.T Y 
The highly dependable individuals bom oil March 2dls- 
rJw an unusually strong sense or loyalty which can mani- 
faiin relation ro their family, fiiends, nation or peihnps a 
I Jier ouse. Tlwse bom on this day tend ro IkjIcI die 
(Seci of their passion in die greatest esteem, even to 
S it adoration or worship. Rarely if ever will they for- 
sake their commitments once tliey Iiave given themselves 


Today is Tuesday, March 2, the 6 1 st day of 1 999 with 304 ro follow. 


lire moon is waxing, moving toward Its full phase. 

Tile morning star Is Mara. 

Tiie evening stars are Mercury, Venus, Jupiter and Saturn. 


But it is precisely their unswerving loyalty that can pre- 
sent problems for March 2 people. It can be pretty uncom- 
fortable at rimes for others to be Hie object of such feel- 
tas: In feet, care, concern or devotion can both be a 
source of great security and inhibition to tlwse involved 
vrith them. As parents, those bom on this day may expe- 
rience difficulties with sons or daughtei-s who I told a con- 
trary value system and wish to be free to go their own 
way, More highly developed March 2 people do not lode 
others into static roles, but allow for change in family 
Rends and those they admire. Their loyalty is not condi- 
tion^ or something to provide themselves with a sense of 
security, but remains constant through the evolution of 
people and entities. 

Many March 2 individuals go through periods where 
they devote themselves exclusively to their work, 
ftrticulariy if this work is of a creative nature, tliey may 
block out everything else. This not only isolates them 
from those uninvolved in their efforts, but can nvike them 
one-track personalities. March 2 people may overlook the 
bet that remaining open to varying experiences ultimare- 
lyenriches their work. 

March 2 people are often unable or unwilling to disen- 
tangle iliemselves from commitments wlien tilings begin 
going In a bad direction. Though in such "no win" situa- 
tions, th^ may still find a way to turn this around, the sac- 
rifice required can be great. On die other liand, should 
Anything ultimately fed apart, those bom on this day are 
Saely to move on fresh, perhaps to a completely new area 
of endeavor. Win or lose they are secure in the know)- 
edge that they Iiave given their best. 

One of the most important challenges for March 2 peo- 
ple is finding a balance between dteir need ro develop 
more personal, individual goals on die one hand and their 
desire to give themselves to more universal causes on the 
oilier. Learning to deal with the here and now and to 
meet personal challenges is of die highest first priority for 
those bom on this day, for only when their own house is 
h order will they be able to give their best to worldly or 
idealistic endeavors. 


T hose bom on this day are under the sign of Pisces. They include 
Mikhail Gorbachev, Sam Houston (US general, first president of 
Texas Republic), Theodore Seuss Geisel (children's author, and 
artist), Kurt Weill (German music drama composer), Jon Bon Jovi (rock 
singer), Naomi Jones (New Zealand adventurer who sailed sulo around 
the world). Peter Straub (horror fiction writer), Juvenal (Roman poet), 

Jennifer Jones (film actress), Annel jo : A riY II 

Vondeling (Dutch politician). i‘‘iEf*M it 


T hose born on March 2 must 
beware of living an overly 
fanciful life. All sorts of nsv- 


gteL 1 fanciful life. All sorts of psy- 
Kjcho logical problems can arise if 
gw they get out of touch with the prac- 
V deal concerns of the world. 
m Structuring their lives, nnd taking 
■ part in regular social as well as 
H physical activities will help to 
* jy ground them. All exercise of a team 
O nature (like competitive sports) or 
tf of a social nature (like workouts in 
F a gym) are strongly recommended. 
As far as diet is concerned, March 2 
people do well to eat earthy foods 
(which may not be their favorites at 
all) such as grains, root vegetables, 
hearty soups and stews. Alcohol 
should be viewed with caution. All 
sorts of sensual activities with a 
loved one are recommended, as 
L well as regular sexual expression. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 2. 1999 
Bv Stella Wilder 


0 


B om roday, you see things 
from a special and unique 
point of view. The world that 
you imagine in your head could 
very well become the world you 
live in, provided you go about 
doing things to affect change and 


improve the lives of those around 
you in a steady, disciplined nnd 
businesslike fashion. While many 
bom under your sign arc capable of 
juggling many (lungs at once, you 
arc far more likely to restrict your- 
self to one endeavor at a time, not 
because you cannot "double-up," 
but because you prefer to give 
everything your complete concen- 


tration. 

You are considered a "good 
catch" by those looking for a mate, 
and yet you may actually resist set- 
tling down during your early years 
in favor of a more "carefree" 
lifestyle. Later in life, however, 
you'll find that a single, lasting rela- 
tionship is essential to your happi- 
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NUMBERS 

& 


PLANETS 


(hose born on the 2nd of 
the month are ruled by the 


number 


and by the 


Moon . Those ruled by the 


number 2 often make good co- 
workers and partners, rather 
than leaders, a quality that can 
help March 2 people in their jobs 
and relationships. However, 
Moon Influences can also act as a 
brake on individual initiative and 
action, producing frustration. 
(This is further enhanced by the 
Moon having strongly reflective 
and passive tendencies.) 

When Moon influences are 
combined in March 2 people 
with the nepcu nian qualities of 
Pisces, they can indicate a highly 
romantic, idealistic individual; 
however, those bom on March 2 
must be careful not to allow their 
mental energy to be diffused or 
misdirected. They should be 
wary of ‘'spiritual" groups which 
are overly solicitous. j 


Also born on this date are: 

Mikhail Gorbachev, Soviet premier: 
John Irving, author; Kurt Weill, com- 
poser: Desi Arnaz, actor and baud 
leader; Karen Carpenter, singer: Dr. 
Seuss, author and illustrator. 

To see what is in store for you 
tomorrow, find your birthday and 
read the corresponding paragraph. 


OROSCOPES 


CANCER 


VIRGO 


(Aug. 23-Sopt. 
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"1 MAY BE a drunken lit- 
lie whore, but at least I 
don't get into bed with 
men who hill people and 
steal for a living." That 
was Ava Gardner to Frank 
Sinatra after their love- 
making had been Inter- 
rupted by a phone call 
from the mob. Sinatra 
always got his priorities 
right. 

u ater this year, we'll see it all 
[1 unveiled in Martin Scorsese's 
K-c4novie about die Rat Pack, 
Dino. But the relationship 
between Hollywood and the 
Mafla is deeper and murkier titan 
any handful of sexy Sinatra tales. 

Hollywood, the American 
dream-factory, lias always been 
grounded by a criminal reality. 
Indeed the Malta has, at one time 
or another, either influenced or 
completely raken over most of the 
major studios, from RKO and 


Warner liras thraugh to Columbia 
and MGM. 

How did they do it? It wasn’t 
difficult. Employing a time-hon- 
ored blend of manipulation and 
muscle, the Dons forced a mar- 
riage between scared moguls and 
screaming mobsters, between pli- 
ant legislators and implacable 
lawyers and, more recently, 
between popcorn amt porn. 

The a flair began - as did most of 
America's organized crime - dur- 
ing (lie Prohibition era and Lite 
birth of (lie bootleggers. Under 
Hie "protection" of New York capo 
Frank Costello, Jack Kennedy’s 
second generation Irish father Joe 
ran whisky down from Canada to 
the West Coast. Then, with a little 
more help from Chicago boss 
Frank “The Enforcer" Nirti, they 
pooled their speakeasy profits and 
bought up the FBO studio in 1928. 

What seemed a foolhardy asso- 
ciation by Kennedy with more 


ACROSS 45 Southeast 

1 Table linen holiday 
fabric 4g wore away 

7 Singer e1 The — 

Snow Brothers 

13 54 Candle- 

14 Author N shaped ■ 

Damon s5 Hevott 
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SEE SOLUTION TOMORROW 
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than one mob boss would turn mob's n 

out to be an astute alliance, “Don Gic 

because it was the batrle between Sam Gold 
the Chicago and New York syndi- Columbia 
cates, rather (Iran any FBI hitcrfcr- the Wan 11 

once, which would determine ScarfueeJ 
who ran Hollywood. Kennedy real- tor Howai 
ized his security lay in a balance of tonimy-gi 
power between the rival camps. Newark v 
And for dint reason lie lent lus wlur had 
support to the Chicago mob in up" n 

1952, when Niiti cucoiii'- 
aged a newspaper cam- 
IMigit against Mafia inter- 
ference in Hollywood 
Irecause both the Irish 
bootlegger and the 

Chicago capo considered^^^KKM|fiJ& 
drat the New York bosses were^^l^^^R 
taking a dangerous amount of 
control over the studios. sprigs^ 

Initially, Chicago won the of his 

unions. "I want from the movie friend Jca 
industry S2 million a year," peroxidec 

growled Nitti underling Willie Studio 

Bioff to MGM president Nick and Jack 
Sclienck in 1942; and by promis- “friendshi 
ing labor peace, the ex-pimp and them by I 
"international representative” of they thei 
the projectionist’s union got it all. was hare 
Backed up by baseball bat-wield- obliged 
ing security guards and a 32-cal- turned to 
iber gun dose at hand. Bioff even glittering 

prised S 1 .5 million out of his own desert to 

union members for a potential the exce 
"war fund” against the studio invested 
bosses, two-thirds of which went still went 
every year to Nitti with the rest Word 
finding its way back into Bioff's partners 
pocket. morning 

Also shaking down the movie Horabd I 
moguls was Tinseltown's New ed the 
York representative, and probably night Bi 
die most famous movie business met lus c 
mobster of all time: Benjamin a 30-30 1 

"Bugsy" Siegel. What the 1992 the cute 1 

movie starring Warren Beatty face acr 
omitted to mention was that with- Beveriy \ 
in six months 0 / his arrival on the The r 
West Coast in 1 936, the real Bugsy exiled ' 

had seized control of all gambling, Charles * 

prostitution, drugs and loan cd at 1 
sharking in the lx» Angeles basin. Havana. 

Already a keen collector of old eutertaii 
movie cameras, "the Bug” then links wit 
moved into die Him business and in the n 
played both ends of the on the : 
Hollywood hieraichy. Through a womb: 

mixture of threats, promises and frcelanci 

broken bones, extras had no Holiokcr 
option but to pay ofF Bugsy or go and in li 
widiout woik. And the moguls as "Hatp 
also paid up, because if diey did- As hi 

n't, 500 extras could mysteriously Sinatra t 
disappear just when they were to the v 
needed for that big crowd scene. Rat Pack 
Almost inevitably, Hollywood’s the late I 
most flamboyant gangster was a ed his I 
boozing buddy of Frank Sinatra's - New Y 01 
they even exchanged ties for simultan 
Christmas - and ir was in for botl 
Hollywood’s Brown Derby club at Chicago 
the end of the war that Bugsy The pinl 
taught his friend, movie gangster on to s 
George Rail, wiiat was to become Marilyn 
the actor’s trademark coin-flip- self Gi;u 
ping trick. Butw 

Opportunities existed for all the against 
crime families. In die locker room attacked 
of the Friars Club, die Chicago having 


mob’s representative. Johnny 
“Don Giovanni" Roselli fleeced 
Sam Guldwyn and Harry Colin of 
Columbia at gin rummy; over <m 
the Warner Bras set of the original 
Scarfoce, A1 Capone showed dir ec- 
tor Howard Hawks how to lire a 
tommy-gun and fresh from 
Newark was "hmgie" Zwillinan, 
wlui had just presented "made- 
^ up" inembeis of the New 
^fcj^^lersey syndicate with 
I^VjH|^gold lockets tun- 
t n n 11 g 


M£g|P 


sprigs 
of Iris 

friend Jean Harlow's^^BSuy 
peroxided pubic hair. 

Studio tyrants like Harry Cohn 
and Jack Warner proudly wore 
“friendship rings" bestowed on 
them by the crime bosses - which 
they then had to abide by. So it 
was hardly surprising that they 
obliged when in 1944 Siegel 
turned to them for help to raise u 
glittering casino in the dead-eiul 
desert town of Las Vegas. All, with 
the exception of United Artists, 
invested in the Flamingo; yet it 
still went 55 million over budget. 

Word soon reached Siegel's 
partners in New York and on lire 
morning of June 21, 1947, 
Florabel Muir of NBC radio repoi 1 - 
ed the inevitable result: “Last 
night Benjamin Bugsy’ Siegel 
met lus end witli nine blasts from 
a 30-30 carbine, which spattered 
the cute mobster's blue-eyed baby 
face across bis living room in 
Beverly Hills." 

Tire mob bosses and their 
exiled “capo du tutti capl", 
Charles "Lucky" Luciano celebrat- 
ed at the Nacional Hotel in 
Havana. There to provide tire 
entertainment was Sinatra, His 
links with the Mafia, highlighted 
in the recently released FBI files 
on the singer, went hack to the 
womb: his mother operated >1 
freelance abortion service in 
Hoboken under mob protection 
and in Ills childhood was known 
as "Hatpin Dolly." 

As his own career soared, 
Sinatra took his mob connections 
ro the very top. According to Ills 
Rat Pack friend, Peter Lawfoixi, by 
the late Fifties Sinatra had extend- 
ed his Mafia allegiance to both 
New York and Chicago when he 
simultaneously acted as a pimp 
for both Jack Kennedy anti the 
Chicago mob boss, Sam Giancana. 
The pint-sized crooner [hen went 
on to share women - including 
Marilyn Monroe - between him- 
self Giancana and the president. 

But when Robert Kennedy went 
against the family grain and 
attacked the Mafia - in spite of 
having accepted Chicagb syndl- 
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cate money tor his hmilrer's 1960 
presidential campaign in Illinois - 
it looked as though Ore mob 
would hold jack's buddy Frank to 
account. In desperation Sin. lira 
went to Joe Kennedy. "He 
(Giancana | is mv buddy," pleaded 
lire singer. But to no avail • llohhv 
Kennedy would not Ire swayed. 

"let's show 'em," growled an 
undeiling over an I BI-luigged 
phone to big boss Sam Giancana. 
"Let's show (hose asshole 
Hollywood fruitcakes dial drey 
can't get away with it as if noth- 
ing’s happened. Lot's hit Sinatra. 

Or I could whack out a couple 
jwy of those oilier guvs. |i'eleij 
mm l.awfdrd and that |Deanj 

Martin, and I uuild lake lire nig- 
j/gor ISauuny l)avis| and pul his 
other eye our." 

“Nall,” snarled hack lire snulv- 
nosed capo, “I’ve got other plans 
for them.” Giancana’s plans meant 
that Sinatra had to perform, along 
with the Rat Pack, at Mafia venues 
whenever they were called upon. 

The post-war strategy of the 
mob had less to do with nibbing 
out “Hollywood Iniiicakes" and 
more to do with diversifying their 
investment portfolio in coiporale 
America. Ibis new. mote business- 
like approach was epitomized by 
tire shadowy but omnipresent fig- 
ure of Sidney R. Korsliak. lire mob 
lawyer Irani Chicago has been 
described by the FBI ns "the most 
important link between oiganized 
clime and legitimate business," 
yet Korsliak was nevei convicted 
ol a parking olknce. let alone a 
major crime. 

I 11 a ciucial, I BI-taped, conver- 
sation with Los Angeles crime 
boss jimmy Fraiiannu, the 
Hollywood mobster (and Warner 
Bras B-niovie producer) Johnny 
Roselli explained how lire "labor 
lawyer" kept a clean sheet while, 
at lire same time, legitimizing tire 
Mafia. 

"One tiling you've got to keep 
in mind with Korsliak. lie’s made 
millions for Chicago and Ire's got 
plenty of clout in I.A and Vegas. 
Sid’s really burrowed in. I le’s real 
big with tire movie colony, lives In 
a big mansion in Bel Air, knows 
most of lire big stars. I le calls him- 
self it labor-relations expert but 
lie’s really a fixer. A union cooks 
up a strike nud Sitl arbitrates it. 
Instead of a payoff under tire 
table, he gels a real big fee, pays 
taxes 011 it and aits it up. 

All nice and clean.” 

Even roday little Is known 
about Korsliak’s "labor relations" 
with the studios. Through his 
legacy, however, the Mafia’s 
involvement in movies has 
become complicated by endless 
paper trails dial are more suitably 
followed by accountants than 
gang-busters. 


^HOWDIDA 
HURRICANE HELP AN 
ENDANGERED . 
SPECIES? 

The nene (NAY’-nay) • j 
goose which is the Hawaiian 
state bird - was living in the 
wild on the island of Maul boi 
in small numbers, Then 
Hurricane Iniki strode the 
island of Kauai and some CAP- 
TIVE nenes got loose. They 
are now living and promt 
ing in the wild. 

WHERE IS AMERICA'S 
BIGGEST CAVE? 

This answer isn’t quires 
simple as it seems. Carlsbad' 
Cavern in New Mexko is the 
largest cave„.but Mammoth 
Cave in Kentucky is the 
largesr "living" cave, that is. 
the largest one which still ha 
water draining into ir making 
it bigger. Both, of course, in 
national parks. 

NAME TWO FAMOUS 
COMPOSERS WHOSE 
FATHERS WERE 
COMPOSERS, TOO 

We'll accept Mozari, whose 
lather was famous in liis <b) 
and whose works are still p«- 
l'nrmed...aiid any of Bath's 
four composer sons, of whom 
the most famous then and 
now is C-P-E Bach. His stuff 
can be heard today on any 
classical station. 

HOW DID THE CIVIL 
WAR CREATE A NEW 
FOOD INDUSTRY? 

A defense contractor owk 
canned fruit for Unions* 
diers. After the war, the* 
dlers asked their wive* w« 
to find the canned 
: they had enjoyed on 

; The defend :c°n^"; v -. • 
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WET WET WET LEAD SINGER 
ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL 
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BEDRICH SMETANA ROBERT SIMPSON 

Bedrich : Smetana was bom this day in Robert Simpson - a British symphonist of 
•1824. ’ rising stature - was born in Leamington, 

The father of Czech musk was the son of England, on this day in 1921. 
a brewer in Bohemia, ..which in those days Simpson was a medical student before 
Was part of Austria, NOT an independent turning to music and For years he had a day 
Cz&ch state. Bedrich whs a child prodigy at job with the BBC. 
piano, and played first violin in a Haydn He burned many of his early 
quartet wiignjie wis five. works... including one serial composition. 

As a teen, .Smetana sent some piano 
pkces to Liszt..’who wrote, back that he SIBELIUS RETIRES 

wpitld find a publisher for the pieces. \ Sibelius more or less wrapped up his com- 

^ W^ntSmetana was. 24r Czechs revoked. poslng career on this day in ig2 4...wlien he 
But they failed. Snjetgria * ^ bipught up to vvrote down the last double-bar on his 
Speak German v would become; an ardent seventh Symphony. For the next 33 years he 
Cieeh Qationaliit.;8ut not at pnts.-fifst he wduld e a , most nothing dse 

married and trled to have a family. Three of - 
HU % daughters died yoongc His wife got . , 

JB. Snietarta Pragiie.for a, conducting . vV b/MJti a.rlKal 
job 'in 'dotbebufg,- ; ;second-largek city in : r Neils GadeYFirst Symphony was pre- 
Sv^en. . \ * v >:v >: mieted on. this dayiir l 843. 

vl^tef SnietSna visited U8ztr.-Qtlier ihosi' ' ‘ ^ ' 

c^SfeSS^toself- by produdng' a,C .® lt * St * ln WaS 

ttHiJpiafio pie«£ in^ailieid ■ to.- hlrti 'iTO ""YE^KS . „ 

: .A ^ In his twenties, Blitistem was a comer on 


CADE’S FIRST 


rK .felffll his promise. 
grow after that At 36;he remqrrled ana;... 

th^inoved back to Prague. r'; • m V " , : - 

• - It; was jn 1866, fit the age of 42, that; BAGH S NEW GIG 

Smetana became^ famous/. A bpera com- • Johann Sebastian Bach was promoted to 

posed : three ypars earlier was finally pre-- ari important new post on this day in 

miered in Prague to some success. ..and 17l3...when he became Concert Master at 

Smetana immediately composed another. Weimar. 

“The Bartered Bride" was to become-one of Bach would compose his Toccatas and 

the best-loved operas of all rinie. some of his other best organ music at 

Smetana went on to , compose several Weimar. . .. 

moreoperas, some fine chamber music, and; - . ■ .•] 

his most famous, work., .the symphonic ' TI4C ntM !\4Dni l 

poem. !, Ma Vlast” Which means “My- ' 9 a* f iwVh Pr ii< •, 

Country." One of the ntov^ems of "Me / , °" |n ’J. 95 ' » 

i* « f «.ki it vj n- , .a i -r London had another successful moment 
Vlast Is “The Moldaii, . Cop- 0 ctasicf • • ■ flf .. Dru]moir 

ever there was one. . -Cvmrihrtnv 

But now Smetana health ft iledi He had 
syphillis, and at age 50 lie went deaf from it. 

A nervous collapse followed. Smetana died RIMSKY’S THIRD 

at the age of 60.. Rimsky-Korsakov's Symphony No. 3 in C 


KURT WEILL 

Kurt Weill was born jn the German city of 
I Dessau, ..near Halle, Where Handel was 
born, And . Leipzig, where Bach pros- 


RIMSKY’S THIRD 

Rimsky-Korsakov's Symphony No. 3 in C 
Major was premiered at a charity concert on 
this date in 1874. 


GO WEST, YOUNG MAN! 

Frederick Delius left for the New World 


Reredo.on thjs day In 1900^ His dad was a on this day iii 1884. • 

cantor, . ' . ' V " v ■■ His ship lefV Liverpool For the United 





LONDON (AFP) — Marti Pelluw, lead singer uf (lie British pop group VA-t 
Wei W?t, was rushed to hospital at the weekend after being found uncoil- 
sdaus in his London hotel mom, police disdosed Monday. 

Tlie 33-year-old singer was admitted to the emergency wing of a hospi- 
tal in the exclusive Chelsea district on Saturday evening. Nn infomialion was 
available on his condition or how long lie may be in hospital. 

Wet Wet Wet, a group fomied more titan 10 yuats ago, has been in 
London in recent weeks to recunl its latest record. 

Hie group's first album made in 1987, “Popjxxl In, Smiled Out", imme- 
diately shot to the top of the British charts. Rut its greatest hit to dale is (he 
single “Love is All Arotuid" - the music of the successful comedy film “Four 
Weddings and a Funeral”. It topped the charts for 16 weeks. 


memory 


Today's birthday* Include guitarist WUfle Chambers of the 
Chambers Deotitersy who was bam In 1938 (age 61)»Lou 
Reed In 1943 (age 56)* Irish rock guitarist Rory 
Gallagher mid New YaHccop-fumed-rocker Eddie Money, . 
both In 1949 (age SO) JGwen Carpenter was bom In 
19S0 M Jay Osmond In 1955 (age 44) M JCowsHfa drananer 
John CowsiU cmd Mark Evans, formerly wltti M/DC, both 
In 1956 (age 43).«cmd Jen Bon Jovlhi 1962 (age 37). 

TODAY'S MUSICAL MILESTONES: 

in 1964, the I HAULS began work with director Richard Lester on the 
group's first inovie..."A Hard Day's Night." 

In 1974, STliVII- WONUl-R dominated die Granunys...taking home five 
awards for his Tnnervisions" album and the singles "You Are Hie Sunshine 
Of My Life" and "Superstition." 

In 1979, tlie 1 1AVANA JAM - a three-day music festival - opened in Cuba 
with Billy Joel, Stephen Stills, Tom Scott, Kris Kristollerson and Rita 
Coolidge. 

In 1984, Hollywood’s Gold Star Studios - the site of PI III. M'ht.H Hi'S 
Wall of Sound creations - dosed. 

Also in 1984, singer-songwriter JAMFS "ROY" I 111 I. died at die age of 
61 . He wrote “Whole Lotta Stakin' Going On." 

In 1989, MADONNA’S "like A Prayer" debuted in a I’epsi ail dining 
“Tlie Cosby Show." In tlie wake of (he ensuing uproar, IVpsi dropped the 
spot. 

In 1992, GAIll II BROOKS and AI AN JACKSON cadi tuaHwtl five 
nominations for die 27th annual Academy of Country Music Awards. 

In 1993, Billy Ray Cyrus, Garth Brooks, Brooks and Dunn, and Mary 
Chapin Carpenter topped die list of nominees for die 28th annual Academy 
oF Country Music Awards. 

hi 1994. tlie PAUL MCCAIflNF.Y song "looking lor Changes" was 
among die winners of tlie eighth annual Genesis Awards. Tlie |uizes are 
given out by die animal rights group ArkHust to entertainers and the media 
wliidi raise awareness about animal issues. 

In 1995, MICHAlil. JACKSON attended tlx* funeral of a South California 
toddler allegedly thrown offa bridge into die Los Angeles River by liisnmlh- 
ei: Tlie pop star also made a donation to a (Lind set up for the dead child's 
surviving older brutlrer. 

In 1996, all five members of the hot Brazilian rock group MAMONAS 
ASSASS1NAS were killed in a plane crash near Sao Paolo, Brazil. 

Also in 1996, PAUL MCfAKiMiY denied n?|xrits lhat the surviving 
Beatles were considering reuniting for a 22-dly tour (Itat'd ]»iy them 225- 
million dollars. 

In 1997, tlie Minneapolis Star-ltibune reported authorities were investi- 
gating die October 1996 death of die hifent son of The Artist Formerly 
Known As PRINCE and his wire, Mayte. The death certificate said the baby 
died one week after birth die to a rare skull defonnity. 

Also in 1997, a guitar autographed by tlie late JERKY (<AIUTA 
Grateful Dead was sold for 12-hundred dollars at an auction of pop culture 
memorabilia. ■ 

In 1998, Motley Crue's TOMMY LEE said in a statement tliat Ire would- 
n't contest die divorce bring sought by his wife...actress Pamela Anderson 
Lee...who’d accused liim of beating her as she held their infant son. 


TODAY'S MUSICAL QUIZ 

Where did Beatle George Harrison meet his first 
wife? 

Answer: Harrison met Patti Boyd on the set of "A 
Hurd Day's Night/' She played the part of a school- 
girl on the train. 


j^eseajtherssaymemofitsB 
iv, row* and men aie “tur^ 
' v -on’' in relatively 


ion. Tlie part of the bail 
the hippocampus plays a rafeitt 

just in spatial memory b\ 

bynnassociatlonwithapytBjlj 

location, but in other bii tf 
mentoiy as well. Simibr. Ufj- 
cells in mice have been fbuxits 
respond to a wide range cf pa- 
ceptual, cognitive and behavtod 
events...just as they do n 
humans. 

CIGARS AND WARNING 
LABELS 

u ii“ he Surgeon General waft 
j wanting labels on rigs 
1 similar to those on dp 
rettes. Dr. David Satdier is bah 
ered by surveys that show dp 
use among teenagers Is up. In in 
survey- done among highsefcd 
and college students - over a* 
third admitted they had smofcrii 
cigar in die previous morthtl 
Satdier says he wants to imps 
on everyone that tliere is no si 
form of tobacco. 

BIRTH CONTROL 

ii- lamed Parenthood of New 

M'ork Qty says 97 out of 100 
J1 pharmacists it chedri 
eitlier know nothing - or are giv- 
ing the wrong infbmiation-aboK 
emergency contraception. In 
other vvoids, the use of ordinary 
birth-control pills in 
dosages to prevent pregnancy 
within 72 hours of unprotected 
sex. 

Experts estimate that wide 
spread knowledge and use rf 
emergency contraception tow 
ait the unintended piepsw 
and abortion rates In Ameria^ 
half ^ 

TROUT PARASITE 

Yj- Researchers in CaBf«® 

j(\a ])arasite4)om disease^ 
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Michael Jordan and actor Jack Nicholson 
watch as Mike's former teammates Scotfie 
Pippen (Rockets) and Dennis Rodman 
(Lakers) battle each other in Inglewood, 
CA on Sunday. 


INGLEWOOD (R) — Michael 
Jordan was in the house to watch 
former Bulls teammates Scottie 
Pippen and Dennis Rodman play 
each other, but it was Rick Fox 


who stole the show on Sunday. 

Fox shot a perfect 7-for-7 from 
the field, scoring 15 of his 21 
points with four 3-pointers in the 
fourth quarter, to lead the Los 


Angeles Lakers to a 1 06-90 victory 
over the Houston Rockets. 

With his torrid shooting, Fox 
upstaged the former Bulls as well 
as All-Stars Sliaquille O'Neal and 
Kobe Bryant of the Lakers and 
Hakeem Olajuwon and Charies 
Barkley of die Rockets. 

"The shots and the openings 
. were there,” Fox said. "I think with 
tlie feet that I wasn't in the game 
in the first half, nobody really paid 
any attention to me. That allowed 
me to get open and to shoot the 
ball the way that I did." 

O'Neal led the Lakers with 22 
poinrs and Bryant added 18, bur 
Fox sparked the team in the final 
quarter when the Lakers pulled 
away, oiitscoring Houston 29-18. 

"Rick played an unbelievable 
game ...” O'Neal said. 

Rodman grabbed 10 rebounds 
and scored his first two points as 
a Laker in 26 minutes off die 
bendi. 

Pippen, Jordan’s sidekick for six 
championships in Chicago, xhad 
16 points, six rebounds and eight 
assists for Houston. Olajuwon led 
the Rockets with 22 points, while 
Barkley, returning early from 
injury, had 14 poinrs in 19minutes 
off the bench. 
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COLES MUST EXPLAI 








^7remier Im?' 181 ,'*, hopes of retainin 8 their 
Sunday vvhen su ^ rec ^ B blows on 

United. ^ Were ^ 1-1 at Newcastle. 

^ the N - colas Anelka his 

^mkamp's | on „ T ?.^' Iatchin 8 °n to Dennis 
Shay Given 3 from mldfield and a| mly 




A committed Newcastle side continued to fight 
for eveiy ball and were Rewarded for their persis- 
tence 1 1 minutes from time when DIetmar Hamarin 
won himself some spaceon the edge of the area and 
flashed a shot past goalkeeper David :Seaman.> * ) '■ 
■ The result kepp Arsenal third, seven points behind 
leaders Manchester Uriftecl, ufoo beat Southampton 
2-1 on Saturday.' 


SYDNEY (R) international 
Olympic Committee (IOQ 
member Phil Coles has. been 
told by Australia's senior IOC 
official to explain allegations 
he accepted excessive hospital- 
ity, newspapers reported on 
Monday. Coles was one of sev- 
eral IOC -members who on 
Sunday answered charges of 
wrongdoing stemming from a 
recent report by an ethics com-' 
mittee from Salt Lake City, site 
of the 2002 Winter Games. 
Bribery allegations In the Swiss 
city of Lapsaimei Coles,. 

Ashwlni Kumar of India and an . 
ad hoc IOC panel which is> 
investigating - charges ' of ’ 
bribery artd corruption tjur- . 
rounding Salt Lake Cipy's sue-.; 
cessful bid, ■ ■ . ' ' 

Newspapers,' said fellow ; 

Australian IOC delegate Kevan 
Gosper, has called for Coles to 
explain allegations 1 he accepted 
more than AS60.000 
(US$37,200) In hospitality from' 


Salt Lake City officials. 

"Phil will have to address the 
criticisms being aimed at him - 
in Australia," Gosper, an IOC 
executive board member, was 
quoted as saying in The Sydney 
Morning Herald newspaper. 

Gosper said each individual 
IOC member's responsibility 
was to make a judgment on 
cities bidding to stage Olympic 
Games. 

"In terms of any further rela- 
tionship, friendship, goodwill, ' 
whatever,' that’s a matter for 
the individual," Gosper said. 

Asked about the extent of 
hospitality Coles is alleged to' 
have received In Salt Lake Cjty, 
the. Herald; quoted Gosper^as 
saying: '!it \vas surprising to 
me*. • • ■ -v.;.- ■ 

- Coles later told '■ Australian 
radio lie had given the six-man 
IOC- panel a thprpu&S brifcfitig 
during Art hopr-long meeting' 
but; dedlned to comment 
d|rectly on the allegations,! •:•! . ! 


Tnt just caking tlie best 
advice ■ there will be a time, 
but not at the moment," Coles 
said. "It was a very fair discus- 
sion. I briefed them thorough- [ 

ly -” \ 

Coles has previously said he ; 

would sue media outlets pub- 
lishing derails of the allega- 

cions - '=V;-!>SV 

A recent report by a Salt Lake .* If 

City ethics panel implicated 10 v 

new members, including Coles 
and Kumar, in a widening scan- • -9m 
dal. 

The full membership of the . ' 

IOC .is . expected to expel or !'. 

. dear those involved in a two- ■ if 
day. special session on March 
.17 and 18,, IV ' !;?; 

Coles is one : of Australia's 
highest-ranking Olympic ■offi- 
cials bitd was' a key figure in: 

: 1 Sydney's successful bid for the ( , • : 

, 2000 Sunimtir Games. 'is.. ; : 
alsp vice president.- of^ ..the J ; * - 
^ Sydney .Games organizing corp-.p ip 

: ; ftitteei.. 

■ \ ' • v.' . •••••• , i-< 
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BOTH WILLIAMS 1 ' WIN WTA TOUR 




OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Alter 
winning Iwr second straight ICA 
SuperThrift Tennis title, Venus 
Williams seemed Just as happy for 
her kid sister, Serena. 

Several hours earlier, Serena Iwd 
beaten Amelia Mauresmo to win 
the Gaz De France Open. It was her 
first victory as a pro and made the 
Williams' the first sisters to win 
WTA Tbur events on the same day. 

"I Found out that she won before 
I came out to play the match, so l 
really felt drat it was my duty to 
come out here and win," Williams 
said after beating Amanda Coetzer 
64, 6-0 Sunday. 

"Amanda played well, of course, 
and of course she didn't give it to 
me, so I had to come out here and 
play. I’m just glad that Serena won. 
for sure." 

Williams, ranted No. 5 in the 
world, didn't lose a set In arty of her 
four matches this week, and none 
of die four lasted more than an 
hour. Sunday’s tide triumph took 
58 minutes. 

Williams broke Coetzer to begin 
the match, then held her own serve 
4 to capture die opening set. She 
had seven aces. Including three in 
the final four points of the set. 

The second set lasted just 21 
minutes. Wiliams only had three 
aces, but took advantage of the 
South African's mistakes. 

The powerful Williams said she 
wasn't concerned about Coetzer’s 
scrambling style, which features 
tong rallies. 

“IF. I have to hit 100 balls, I'm 
going to hit 100 baits," slie said. 
“I've been trained to do what it 
takes to win, and I diink I was able 
to do that today. 

'Amanda plays well. She runs 
well and she gets a lot ofballs and 



Serena shows off her trophy — AP Photo 


she never gives up. So those are 
things you have to be aware of, and 
I was aware of them." 

The 18-year-old Williams 
won her first WTA Tour title at 
this event last year. Sunday’s 
victory, her fourth as a pro and 
first this year, was worth 
S33.000. 

Perhaps more importantly, It 
gives her some momentum as 
she looks forward to the tour- 
nament at Indian Wells, Calif., 
and the Upton Championships. 

“I didn’t play as well as I’d 


like to in Australia, and in the 
past two weeks I've been pty 
ing much better," said WiMaira, 
a runner-up to Jana Novotna 
last week at Hanover, German*. 
“So that's something 1 can be 
happy about, that I'm Improv- 
ing." 

Serena Williams, 17, became 
the first American to win the 
Gaz De France. Her victory in 
her first WTA Tour singles final 
was worth 580,000. She p!a>« 
three doubles finals with her 
sister and won all three. 


LLOYD CONFIDENT HENMAN, RUSEDSKI WILL TEAM UP, 
HAILS THEM AS WORLD-CLASS DOUBLES PAIR 


LONDON (AP) — Britain’s Davis 
Cup coach David Uoyd believes 
that Greg Rusedski and Tim 
Henman are a .world-class dou- 
bles |tair and is confident they 
will team up for a victory over 
the United States in April's 
World Croup match'. 1 

They'll also hove to win. their 
singles matches. 

Although, he" admits Britain 
has virtually no one to .back up 
his top two stars, Uoyd has 
great faith in Rusedski and 
Henman who rarely play togeth- 
er bur teamed up for a doubles 
victory nt the Guardian Direct 
championship in London on 
Sunday. . 

"I always thought they were a 
Wbrld class pair and this endors- 
es it, they are world dess. I 
wouldn’t bet against them on 
any medium-fast to fast court," 
Uoyd said oh Monday. 

"They combined well, having 
one left and one right hander is 


always a big advantage. 

"With Greg's serve and Tim at 
the net, you can maybe serve 
for a year and not be broken. 
You've got a guy at tjie net who 
has got one or the quickest 
hands in the game and loves vol- 
leying, and Greg's serve." 

Henman and Rusedski will 
have to face die United States in 
both the singles and doubles in 
the April 24 Davis Cup match in 
Birmingham. 

The top two American play- 
ers, Pete Sampras and Andre 
Agassi, have decided not to play 
and the British team will go into 
the match as favorites against a 
U.S. lineup which could be 
something like Todd Martin, Jim 
Courier and jan-Mlchael 
GambilL 

Uoyd hopes that both his 
stars stay healthy until then. 
The next highest ranked Bridsh 
player is Chris Wilkinson who is 
placed 180th on the ATP list. 
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FINLAND'S MAKINNEN DISQUALIFIED FROM SAFARI RALLY 


NAIROBI (AP) — World Rally 
Champion Tommi Makinnen 
of Finland lost his second- 
place finish In the 46th Safari 
Rally after he was disqualified 
for accepting help from spec- 
tators, organizers said 
Monday. 

■’Makinnen was found in 
breach of the rule that forbids 
competitors from receiving 
external physical assistance 
other than in designated ser- 
vice parks,” rally organizers 
said in a statement. 

The rule is set by FIA, the 
organization that governs 14 
World Rally Championship 
races worldwide. 

Rally organizers said spec- 
tators helped Makinnen lift 
his car in order to change two 
burst tires In Sunday's final 
leg near Isinya, about 50 kilo- 
meters southeast of -the 
Kenyan capital, Nairobi. 

Makinnen, driving a 
Mitsubishi Lancer, had fin- 
ished second with a total time 
of 8 hours, 49 minutes and 28 


seconds. 

Colin McRae of Britain, dri- 
ving a Ford Focus WRC, thun- 
dered past defending champi- 
on Makinnen to- win the third 
leg and the rally with a cumu- 
lative time of 8:41:39 for the 
three-day odyssey over 2,019 
kilometers (1,251 miles) of 
some of this East African 
country's most rugged ter- 





«m om 


Rally organizers said they 
had received video and oral 
evidence that Makinnen had 
obtained the assistance. He 
was disqualified in a hearing 
held after the Toyota Castrol 
Team filed a formal complaint 
against Makinnen's Marboro 
Mitsubishi Ralliart Team. 

Makinnen could not be 
reached for comment 
Monday, it was not known if 
he planned to appeal. 

The Safari Rally is third in 
the world championship cir- 
cuit and counts for both dri- 
vers and manufacturers 
awards. 
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RONALDO LEFT ON THE SIDELINES 
AS EUROPEAN CUPS RESTART 


LONDON (R) — The world’s top club 
competition resumes this week with 
die world's best player watching from 

tie- sidelines. 

i ' Brazilian striker Ronaldo, who has 
\ hid a P° or seas °n for Inter Milan since 
[ ^ miserable performance in the 
World Cup final last July, is “99 per- 
wttt" certain to be missing when Ills 
dub face Manchester United at Old 
Afford in their European Cup quarter- 
final first leg on Wednesday. 

The game at Old TVafTord Is the pick 
°f the week as the three European club 
competitions emerge from hiberno- 
whi. 

Ms ny or European loccer's top 

• I'™"' * nc| udlng UEFA president 

• „ " n ' rt T Johani!on ' "* Expected to be 

! ***"■ as United bid to knock 
sn Italian side for the first time In 
™«->ear European history. 

united go Into Wednesday's tie hav- 
ZT l0of,helr * ast 11 cup and' 

i leaTa'tr 1 ' 1 '" 8 " d wIth a rodr-polnt 
l„ gue h "” Por ‘ ha English premier 

«> wi* 

fii an urapean Cup 

Sves r-* have 

.Urn, bright rom Sh0Wll ' g 

the ve.r 8 J aroun<i rhe tom of 

W and wil1 need to show a dra- 


matic Improvement to prevent United 
advancing. 

What is in their favor Is Manchester 
United's recent failure to conquer well- 
drilled and experienced opposition in 
the later stages of European competi- 


IWo seasons ago United lost home 
and away In the semifinals to eventual 
European champions Borussla 
Dortmund while last season they went 
out at this stage on the away goals rule 
.to Monaco. 

Ryan Giggs, who missed last year's 
quarter-final through injury, is fit this 
time and says that United have learned 
from their past mistakes. They have a 
great chance to prove his point but 
doubts persist over their ability to 
achieve at die highest level, 

European champlbns Real Madrid 
face Dynamo Kiev at home - a daunting / 
task for new coach John Toshack who. , 
began his second spell in charge at. 
Real only at the end of last week fol- 
lowing Guus Hiddlnlj’s dismissal, 

Madrid narrowly . lost 3-2 to Real ! 
Beds at. the weekend but' Dynamo, one • 
of the best teams -ip' Europe on their 
day, face their perennial problem of 
hitting peak form while- in Ukraine’s . 
close-season. : .1 ' Y' - ' 1 ■ • • . ■' 


ter-finais see Bayern Munich play 
Kaiserslautern In an all-German tie and 
Juventus facing Olympiakos of Greece. 

European competition actually gets 
underway on Ibesday when Bologna of 
Italy play Olympique Lyon in one of 
two France v Italy ties in the UEFA Cup. 

Bologna will be looking to reach the 
semifinals of a European competition 
for the first time since losing to 
Ferencvaros in the old Fairs Cup in 
1968, while Lyon are one of three 
French teams hoping to bring their 
country a first-ever success in the com- 
petition. ' V‘ 

Glrondlns Bordeaux play Parma in 
the other France-Italy tie, while 
Atletico Madrid and Roma and 
Olympique Marseille and Celta Vigo 
dash in the other quarter-finals. 

No dub has ever won the European ! 
Cup Winners' Cup In successive sea- 
sons - and holders Chelsea are the last 
Side to (lave a chance of ending that ' 
curious quirk.'.- -V. 

Tfie 39-year-old competition ends , 
this season as part of there-organiza- j 
tiori and expansion of the Champions' . . 1 
Lebgue and UEFA' Cup riexf, season and 
the London side look string enough to 
Repeat last season’s victory over 


Norway at home where they should 
preserve their record of never having 
lost in European competition. 

Chelsea have lost only three match- 
es ail season and look set for the semi- 
finals - as do Italian league leaders 
Lazio, the only team who look capable 
of stopping the London side retaining 
the trophy. 

Lazio travel to Panlonios of Athens 
and should be too good for the Greek 


team who have gone further than ever 
before in this, their fifth season in 
Europe. 

The other two quarter-finals are 
between Lokomotiv Moscow and 
Maccabl Haifa, the first Israeli side ever 
to reach a European quarter-final, and 
Vhrteks Varazdin who play Real 
Mallorca. 


SYDNEY (AP) — United States Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) chief Louis 
Freeh says Sydney's 2000 Olympic Games could be the target of an attack . by 
Islamic terrorist Osarta Bin Laden. ■ 

Freeh, who has been Ip Australia giving advice on law and order Issues, made 
his comments on Channel Nine television Monday. 

- When asked If Sydney was at risk of attack by Bin Laden because of the Iprge 
contingent of U& athletes arid spectators attending the event,' 1 Freeh replied, 
•‘exactly.’' 1 : ■ .•;■■■; ’ .V -. \ .' :■ i; 

; “His threat, or Fatwah,(is) agajnstnpt only Americans *but the fiiends of 
America who we belike are dearly mbsc of the worj^. and ceiialrily ourvery 
dosfe friends Here In, this part of the World," Freeh said* . " ?' 

"So I think the Olympics, APEC, the America’s Cup * these are all opporfuni- 


>l j;.l >■ : 

I5.il. * 

%■ 

■M 

■ ■ ■ 


The two other European Cup' quar- , On Thursday they face V^lerenga of 


ties for someone who has a terrorist agenda to take advantage of an oppotty- 

. TH.e APEC meeting - of Asia Padfic leaders and t|ie America's Cupi yadit .race • . 

will both be held In Autkiahd, i^ew Zealand later this yean-.v ' Xj-'fylfc 

/ •' .J.:!' ^ ' V . !• -i ■' '■*)*' :V 
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SCIENTISTS HUNT FOR PROOF 


OF OUR SIXTH SENSE 


Oi 


n a bright morning in Liverpool 
| last week, Hayley Blackledge 
locked herselT in a dim, sound- 
proof room, lay on a couch and used 
red lights, dark goggles and hissing 
radio frequencies to lull herself into a 
beam-like state. 

TWo minutes’ walk away, Micky 
Tinsley shut herself in a brightly-lit 
cubicle. She switched on her comput- 
er, and a random image - an orange- 
and -white striped balloon sailing over 
fields and a river - appeared on screen. 
She screwed up her eyes and tried to 
'send' it to Blackledge. 

Psychologist Matthew Smith was 
observing the experiment anxiously. 
This was the first time he had tested 
the power of telepathy. After a minute 
or two he was amazed to hear 
Blackledge begin to describe in detail 
the picture she could not see. 

'There's a ball, the sun. I see fields, 
hills, wild animals, white foaming 
water... I see a bouncy blow-up ball 
with orange and white on it. It’s an air- 
plane.’ 

Smith clenched his fist. ‘It’s a direct 
hit,’ he shouted. It’s as if her mind can 
see what her eyes cannot.’ He won- 
dered if the skeptics could be wrong 
and whether extra-sensory perception 
might, after all, be a sixth sense. 

Scientists who study telepathy and 
the paranormal are usually dismissed 
as New Age spoon-benders who spend 
too much time watching The X Files. 
But academics at the new 
Consciousness. Research Unit at 
Liverpool John Moores University are 
conducting a series of experiments to 
discover once and for all how mind- 
reading works. 


The unit, which opened last 
Thursday, is the first of irs kind in 
Britain. Researchers will test whether 
mental images can be transmitted 
between people who are miles apart. 
Smith says the pilot studies are Very 
encouraging’ and is about to begin a 
six-month program. 

ESP has baffled scientists for cen- 
turies. Creek philosophers struggled 
to explain how soothsayers and clair- 
voyants could predict the future. 
During the Cold War, researchers with 
the Central Intelligence Agency tried 
to use ESP to uncover Soviet military 
secrets. 

, Russian academics claim objects can 
be moved using brain power alone, but 
most Western scientists say evidence 
for the power of the paranormal is 
based on little more than mysticism 
and anecdote. 

Recent experiments have been dis- 
missed as unreliable because the 
sender and receiver have been in the 
same building. Skeptics have suggest- 
ed volunteers were di eating or that 
the receiver may have overheard the 
sender discussing the image. 

Smith will, for the first time, con- 
duct experiments with people up to 10 
miles apart. He has teamed up with 
psychologists at Liverpool Hope 
University College on the other side of 
the city. 

‘Senders’ from one college will be 
shown random images or video dips 
and be told to use brain power to send 
them to ’receivers' at the other. 
Receivers will be deprived of normal 
sights and sounds to heighten their 
‘sixth sense’. 

When receivers have described what 


they have seen, they will be asked to 
choose the correct image from a group 
of four. Simply by guessing, people 
would on average pick the right one 25 
per cent of the time. If the success rate 
exceeds 33 per cent, Smith says it will 
prove telepathy exists. 

He is Very excited' by the pilot stud- 
ies, but still has doubts. ‘It looks very 
positive, but people are good at fool- 
ing themselves into believing they are 
psychic and deceiving other people 
too. 

'Many of those who claim to have 
"the gift" have been exposed as 
frauds. We have not yet fully explored 
this area of the natural world. I want to 
find out whether the success of our 
pilots can be repeated.’ 

Not everyone is convinced. 
Orthodox scientists say that no matter 
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how impressive the early statistics may 
appear, there is something unnatural 
going on behind the goggles and the 
hissing headphones. 

Lewis Woipcrt of University College, 
London, former chairman of the 
Committee for the Public 
Understanding of Science, said: ‘It's 
illegitimate - absolute nonsense. They 
say they have statistical evidence - oh 
yawn, It just does not stack up. 
Extraordinary claims require extraordi- 
nary evidence and they have none.' 

The criticism angers Brian 
Lancaster, co-director of the Research 
Unit at John Moores, who has spent 20 
years studying transpersonal psycholo- 


gy. 'There's more to conxknaa 
than the brain itself. There Is a spin*, 
al aspect. How many people havebd 
profound spiritual experiences? far- 
death experiences? How manypeojfc 
have found that they are connect*! to 
another kind of reality - stepping wt. 
side their normal world? How Wj 
have dreamt about something be&nii 
has happened? We are not a bundid 
wishy-washy cranks. We are combining 
spirituality with science.' 

If Smith proves the connection, k 
might lay claim to a whole m 
method of communication. No neti 
for the telephone, letter, fax or«nd- 
just take a look inside the mind. 

Want to know this week's Lonaj 
numbers? Lock yourself In a dak m 
on Saturday night and... concenmu 


MONICA WAS DESPERAH 

aNo hated her hair 


! 


n -what 'will undoubtedly be the Tl)£3^§|^^ emotiona! state 
must-see TV of -the week, Monica s extremely 

Levyinsky talks to ABC’s Barbara fragile. Starr's 

^Walt^rs about her terror of fen Start, people, Walters says, 

j her .depressiQn 'as her relationship , made her Teel quite desperate, 
with 'Bill Oft ton fell apart and that Lewinsky says she believes that at the 


cigar. Walters’ interview, which airs in 
the United, States Wednesday night, 
was taped in' New York on Feb, 20. 
Walters describes the former White 
House Intern, now 25, as energetic 
and articulate - qualities Lewinsky says 
r Were attractive to Clinton. Their rela- 
tionship' was an emotional roller 
Coaiter for Lewinsky, and by the time 
StarfY prosecutors found her; her 


start of their relationship, Clinton was 
genuinely remorseful over the affair. 
Now, she tells Walters, the man she 
sees on TV is all politician, sorry only 
that he got caught. Lewinsky also talks 
about how the prosecutors came to 
know about the cigar escapade. 
Lewinsky explains that she described 
the incident to friends who were 
called before the grand jury. By the 


time Lewinsky made her appearam, 
die jurors and prosecutors knew d 
the salacious details. 

Lewinsky has read just about Any- 
thing written about her in the pan 
year; comments aboiit.her Weight hat 
the most. Still, she’s kept her sense cf 
humor and even repeated jokes about 
herself to Walters. She remains sern- 
tive about her appearance. She 
how her hair looked In the video d 
her Senate appearance last month & 
Walters says, before their Intervfcw 
was taped, she asked a.styilst to sw 
her hair back. 
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NAVIGATING MY EERIE 


LANDSCAPE ALONE 


IS 


nless I ask for help, strangers are so 
afraid of doing the wrong tiling that 
they do nothing at all. 

Now, as 1 stroll down the street, my right 
forefinger extends five feet in front of me, 
feeling the ground where my feet will walk. 

Before, my right hand would have been 
, on a steering wheel as I went down the 
street. I drove to work, found shortcuts in 
. strange cities, picked up my two daughters 
,1 after school. Those were the days when I 
ran my finger down a phone-book page and 
never dialed Information. * 

When I read novels and couldn’t sleep 
until I had finished the last page. Those 
were the nights when i could point out a 
shooting star before it finished scraping 
across the dark sky. And when I could go to 
the movies and it didn't matter if it was a 
foreign film or not. 

Bur all this changed about seven years 
ago. I was driving home for lunch on what 
seemed to be an increasingly foggy day, 
although the perky radio deejay said it was 
dear and sunny. After I finished my lunch. I 
realized that I couldn't see across the room 
to my front door. I had battled glaucoma for 
20 years. Suddenly, without warning, my 
eyes had hemorrhaged. 

1 will never regain any of my lost sight. I 
sec things through a porthole covered in 
wax paper. I now have no vision in my left 
eye and only slight vision in my right. A 
minefield of blind spots make people and 
cars suddenly appear and vanish. I have no 
depth perception. Objects are nor closer 
and farther: they’re larger and smaller. 
Steps, curbs and floors all flow on the same 
Hat plane. My world lias shapes bill no fea- 
teres. Friends are mannequins in the fog 
until I recognize their voices. Printed words 
.r* llke ants writhing on the pages, 
doorways are unlit mine shafts. This is a nor 
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a place for the fainthearted. 

My cane is my navigator in this eerie land- 
scape. It is a hollow fiber-glass stick with 
white reflector paint and a broad red band 
at the tip. It folds up tightly into four 15- 
inch sections, which can then be slipped 
into a black holsier that attaches to my belt 
■with Velcro. 

Adults - unless they're preoccupied or in 
a luirry - will step aside without comment 
when they see me coming. Small children 
will either be scooped up apologetically or 
steered away by their parents. Only teen- 
agers sometimes try to play chicken, threat- 
ening to collide with me and then veering 
out of the way at the last moment. 

While I’m wielding my stick, strangers are 
often afraid to communicate with me. I 
don’t rake rliis personally - anymore. 
Certainly they can't be afraid that I'll lash at 
them with my rod. (Take that, you hapless 
sighted person! Whack!) No. they're proba- 
bly more afraid for me. Don't startle the 
sword swallower. DonT tickle the baton 
twirler. 

The trick for the sighted person is to bal- 
ance courlesy with concern. Should lie go 
out of his way or should lie get out of the 
way? Will his friendliness lie misconstrued 
by the disabled as pity? Will ail offer of help 
sound patronizing? These anxieties are 
exaggerated by nut knowing the etiquette 
in dealing with the disabled. A sighted per- 
son will do norhing rather than take the risk 
of offending the blind. Still. I refuse to take 
a dim view of all this. 

When I peer over my cane and ask for 


help, no one ever cowers in fear. In fact, I 
think people are waiting for me to give 
rhein the green light to help, it makes us 
feel good to help. 

When I ask for a small favor, I often get 
more assistance than I ever expecr. Clerks 
will find my required forms and fill them out 
for me. A group of people will parade me 
across a dangerous intersection. A sales- 
clerk will read the price tag Fen- me and then 
hunt for the item on sale. I'm no Donjuan. 
but strange (and possibly exotic) women 
will take 

my hand and walk me Through dark 
rooms, mysterious train stations ahd for- 
eign airports. Cabbies wait and make sure I 
make it safely into lobbies. 

It's not like it's inconvenient For friends to 
help me get around. Hey. have disabled 
parking placard - will travel. Christinas 
shopping? Take me to the mall and I'll get us 
front-row parking. Late for the game? No 
problema. We'll be parking by the stadium 
entrance. And if some inconsiderate inter- 
loper does park in the blue zone without a 
permit, he'll either be running after a flee- 
ing tow truck or paying a big fine. 

Worried about those age lines showing? 
Not with me looking. Put down tliar indus- 
trial-strength Oil of Olay. To me, your skin 
looks as clear and smooth as it was back in 
the days when you thought simtanning was 
a good idea. 

So you see, I'm a good guy ro know. I just 
carry a cane, that's all. 

None of this is to make light of going 
blind. Being blind is dark and depressing. 
When you see me walking with my cane, 
you may think I'm lost as I ricochet down 
the street. But you'll find more things in life 
if you don't travel in a straight line. 


THERE ARE STILL TOO MANY: 

INTERNATIONAL campaign to ban landmines 
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^ campaign is very young, and 
fc^iyis itself very young. It 
-V negotiated in one year's 
rj*' which is unheard of.lt has 
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destruction of stockpiles, de- 
mining. victim assistance, tacit 
situation will dictate a different 
solution. In some cases NGOs 
will take the initiative. In some it 
will be the local government. 
There will be instances that can 
be best resolved by a U.N.-spon- 
sored initiative. It's not like there 
aren't enough mines ' in the 
ground to occupy us all for a 
while. 
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ON CRITICISMS THAT 
ICBL SPENDS M6NEY ON 
RECEPTIONS AND PRESS 
CONFERENCES INSTEAD 
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VICTIM ASSISTANCE! 


treaty is universalized. The sec- 
ond is that tile relatively small 
amount that it has cost us to ran 
this campaign politically would 
hove had little or no impact on 
the mine-clearance program. 
From October 1992. when we 
launched our organization, to 
December 1997, the signing of 
the treaty, we've spent $6 million 
globally. That's nothing.. That's 
politics on a shoestring. . 
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an issue, 
ratified 


Our campaign made a decision 
to use the funds it raised on 
political activities and- not, on 


ON MEDIA SCRUTINY' OF THE 
LAND-MINES CAMPAIGN! V 


I think it's skewed. But I think 
that much journalism is* Wljen ! 
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We all know that the early num- 
bers were guesses. Frankly, I 
don't think it matters whether 
there are 80 million or 100 mil- 
lion. 1 But nobody I work with has 
said that the estimate was 10 
times too large. We all agree that 
1 10-million is a high estimate. It 
doesn't really matter whether It’s-.-' 
lialftliat.There are still toq^many , 
in the ground: ...The numbers . 
game is absurd. How can .anyone 
think there are only 10 million , 
■When .we've already destroyed 
■■ 10 million In stock? Russia prob* 
ably :h& stockpiles; that number >>. 
over 100 million ifthes: To think 
that, since World UferTl allthe 
mines that have been pjanted 
acrosscheglobe number oqlylO 
million is laughable, Pathetically 
laughable. It would be amusing If - 
they weren’t killing people every 
20 minutes. -... . • ' . ' 
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Kina Solomon & Zad Al-Rakeb 


Bv Debra L. and Dr. lerald F nirire 


T here are three stories concerning the transfer of a horse 
or of horses from King Solomon (pbuhj to the people of 
what is now Oman and Yemen. In the first story, it is stat- 
ed that when Queen Bilqis (the Biblical Queen of Sheba] 
returned to Sheba from Jerusalem, King Solomon presented her 
with gift horses that were later Incorporated into the breeding 
history of the southern portion of the Arabian peninsula. Thus, 
Omani oral history maintains that the indigenous Arabian hors- 
es of Oman trace in unbroken line ro the royal stables of King 
Solomon. 

The second and third stories are quite similar, and concern 
one of the most famous Arabian horses of antiquity. He was a 
stallion known as Zad Al-Rakeb. Both stories are presented 
below. 

In the first vqcianf^dfTlie v sfb'ry‘Qf.^d ’Al-Rakeb, we are told 
that there .Were Bedouin tribesmen who“llaci accompanied 
Queen £ilqis from Sheba to Jerusalem. The Bedouins were 
the nisei ves from the area that is now contemporary Oman. 
JUpon Queen Bilqis getting ready to leave Jerusalem to return to 
Sheba, these Bedouins approached King Solnnion with a 
request that he provide them with at least same provisions for 
the journey. He reportedly responded by pointing out that food 
and provisions would eventually run out or spoil. Therefore, 
.instead of giving them provisions such as food, lie gave them a 
pure Arabian stallion from his royal stables, noting that the stal- 
lion would enable them to hunt successfully, and would thus be 
a continuing supply of food to them, even after they had 
reached their homeland. The stallion admirably fo Mil led this 
purpose for the Bedouins, and was thus named Znd Al-Rakeb. 
The Arabib word Zad can be translated as ' provisions'', while Al- 
Rakjb'can be translated as "rider" or as "the one mounted for 
the journey":-- Sd, Zad Al-Rakeb means “provisions for the one. 


: mounted for Ihe joiiriiey/’ or by implication “provisions for the 
j‘h‘ ? ;S6fcpnd n stpty^bf Zad Al-Rakeb was .recorded by (bn Al^rf- 


Kalby. In hi^manuscript bf the eighth century ^oftjie common 
era . ; Here, W<; a re i .jpBrtid ucedtoBodpUlnS Frdm the ibe of Barit 

At* A., n Jiri- r— ifj. i .i J ...l j fiui^ (tie 


. Azd/ aitrifif desc.ehdiiig frpm ^dhliln. who d&rfcended 

9 ^ r i 1 deci Frottl Qahtap; 


^pprp^dh'ed v'jg ng ; Splomon 
4epg.rtedbr, thi?;' 

l^hgrSdlpmrin .to 

kill,,- -il 






■■ ':5s 



